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THE headteacher of a Sand-
well school has defended a
move which saw each pu-
pil having to pay £6 for new
sports equipment.
It follows claims by some parents
that the school council scheme has
‘separated the rich from the poor’.
Officials from Wednesbury Oak Academy in

Tipton have come under fire after it was re-
ported children who had not paid the voluntary
fee were not allowed to use the equipment.
But the headteacher has defended the move

– saying parents have had since May last year
to make the payment with just 80 out of the
academy’s 450 pupils having contributed to the
‘extra’ equipment.
Mother-of-two Kirsty Williams, 28, said: “We

were asked to make the payment before Christ-
mas but it was voluntary.
“It was a voluntary payment for sports

equipment even though they had nine grand
for equipment. It is bullying really – they are
separating the rich from the poor.”

Uniforms
Also unhappy, a mother-of-three, who wished

to remain anonymous, branded the move ‘dis-
gusting’. She said: “I’m a parent and I found it
really disgusting what’s going on. We have to
pay £6 a year, it’s per child, I don’t think this
is fair. That is £18 that could go towards the
uniforms.
“It’s discrimination against the other kids.”
But the headteacher, Mrs M Bull has de-

fended the move, stating the school was ‘out-
standing’ and that the new equipment was
being run as an ‘extra’. She said: “This is a
parent council initiative and the parent council
came up with this way back in May 2017.
“It was shared with the parents via our

newsletter – we then shared it again back in
October time because we had very few volun-
tary payments. We currently have 80 children
whose parents will have made this payment out
of 450.
“To be fair the parents have had since May

so as I say they are running this for the 80 chil-
dren concerned. It is not like the children hav-
en’t got other equipment on the playground. It
is being run as an extra, just like we ran extra
activities, we run school discos as extra activ-
ities, we run all of this as a voluntary basis.”

Report by Luke Bartlett

HEALTH

Weighing in with
help at libraries
A NEW, free way to help people to
monitor their weight has been intro-
duced at libraries in Sandwell.
Weigh2GO uses the latest technol-

ogies to help people to keep track of
their weight. The scheme is run by the
council’s public health team with sup-
port from libraries. Sandwell residents
or those with a Sandwell GP and have
a BMI of 23 or above should contact
the Healthy Sandwell team on 0800
011 4656 for a free referral.

CAMPAIGN

Award for group in
battle to save pub

CRIME

Police in crackdown
on theft from vehicles
POLICE in Wednesbury are stepping up
patrols to combat a rise in theft from vehi-
cles. Officers are now carrying out regular
night-time patrols focusing on the crime
with a number of arrests made.
Acting Sgt Steve Horton said: “We have

seen a small, seasonal rise in vehicle crime
in Wednesbury over the last few months
and have been taking steps to combat this.
“We have made a number of arrests.”
To report car crime, call police on

101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on
0800555111.

A TIPTON-based football league is celebrating after up to 55 players lost a total of 230kg between them. The Man vs Fat footballers have used their
love for the beautiful game to get fit and lose a few pounds in the process. Organiser Mark Phillips, said: “It is appealing for a lot of men because
obviously, men don’t feel comfortable about going to weight watchers and a slimming group with a lot of women in.” l See more – Page 10

FOOTBALLERS ON TARGET AFTER FIGHTING FLAB

ELAINE SADDLES
UP FOR FITNESS

PAGE 4

HEAD DEFENDS FEE
FOR SPORTS GEAR

A GROUP that campaigned successfully
to save a Black Country pub from closure
has won an award. The Friends of Haden
Cross Inn took the bronze in the Campaign
for Real Ale’s Pub Saving Award 2017 out
of 12 nominations across the country.
The community campaign for the Old

Hill pub began over three years ago when
owner New River Retail revealed plans
to build a supermarket. The Friends of
Haden Cross Inn secured Asset of Com-
munity Value status for the pub,which has
recently had new tenants come in.

Claims of discrimination over ‘voluntary’ charge

INSIDE
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Hospital will not be a victim of Carillion crisis
A NEW £350 million hospital currently under
construction in Sandwell has not been put at
risk by the crisis at building giant Carillion,
health chiefs have insisted.
The Midland Metropolitan Hospital is due

to open in Smethwick in 2019 but has already
been hit by a number of delays. The project is
among a number of large contracts Carillion
is working on across the country – but despite

the latest dire warnings about the Wolver-
hampton company’s future, Sandwell NHS
trust bosses have said there is no chance the
hospital will not be completed by the firm.
Toby Lewis, chief executive at Sandwell

and West Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust,
which will run the new hospital, said: “The
Midland Met is already a substantial land-
mark in Smethwick. Carillion has financial

governance in place to ensure they are able to
complete the build and we are confident that
they will meet their obligations for the next
two years.”
Bosses at Carillion, which employs 19,500

across the UK including around 400 inWolver-
hampton and 10,000 internationally, were due
to meet its syndicate of lenders on Wednesday,
about a potential refinancing deal.
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BLACK Sabbath star Tony Iommi was trying his hand at the blues instead of rock, as he turned up for 
the final performance of the Blue Man Group at Birmingham’s Symphony Hall. After the performance, 
the guitarist tweeted: “Wow!!! I’ve never seen anything like it…” The world-renowned art company Blue 
Man Group came to Birmingham in a UK-exclusive set of dates. Their Midland shows were the only UK 
dates on their world tour – and it was the first time the group had performed in the country since 2009.

Man had £100,000 
debts, inquest told
A MAN who was found in a pond 
had racked up debts topping 
£100,000, an inquest heard.

Paint sprayer Darren Smith, aged 
55, was discovered in shallow water 
at Sandwell Valley Country Park last 
November.

His wife Lisa told Black Country Cor-
oner’s Court she reported her husband 
missing when he failed to return home 
after work.

She said: “He was never bothered about 
himself, just other people. He was just a re-
ally nice person. I knew of some financial 
pressures, not all of them until he passed 
away. He got into debt a few years ago. He 
told me he had sorted it out but obviously 
he hadn’t.”

Mrs Smith told the inquest she recalled 
spotting her husband sitting in their gar-
den with his head in his hands a week be-
fore he died. She said he looked like he had 
got the world on his shoulders but claimed 
he appeared normal when he left for work 
on the day she reported him missing.

Swollen
A toxicology report revealed Mr Smith, 

of Stanley Road, West Bromwich, was more 
than one-and-a-half times over the drink-
drive limit and his swollen lungs were filled 
with fluid.

Black Country coroner Zafar Siddique 
said he could not be sure Mr Smith com-
mitted suicide and instead recorded an 
open conclusion. He said Mr Smith did not 
leave a suicide note, had no history of men-
tal health issues and had never attempted 
to take his life before. But he noted Mr 
Smith, who only took medication for mi-
graines, was under ‘financial pressure’ and 
had consumed alcohol – despite not being a 
regular drinker.

The coroner went on to say Mr Smith 
had drowned and had suffered a cardiac ar-
rest but was unsure if it had caused him to 
collapse into the water. Mr Siddique added: 
“I can’t be sure, to the required standard, 
that he intended to take his own life.”

Beat those
blues with
lots to do
at libraries
LIBRARIES across Sandwell are hop-
ing they can help people get through 
the most miserable day of the year, Blue 
Monday, which takes place next week.

Originally identified in 2005 by aca-
demic Cliff Arnall, it is traditionally the 
third Monday in January and comes at 
a time when people might need a bit of 
cheering up: the gloomy, post-Christ-
mas, back-to-work-and-school month of 
January. And of course, it had to be a 
Monday.

But there is some sunshine on the ho-
rizon as Sandwell libraries have a pro-
gramme of events and activities to lift 
up the spirits and banish the gloom with 
special events ranging from laughter 
yoga sessions which are taking place at 
Bleakhouse and Rounds Green libraries 
and Zumba sessions at Oakham Library.

There will also be a comedy open mic 
session at Thimblemill Library, and 
every library will have a Weigh 2 Go 
event, a free weighing service to help 
people keep track of their weight using 
new fitbit smart scales

There is a musical variety show at 
Blackheath Library and feel-good com-
munity drumming sessions at Glebe-
fields and Tipton libraries. To find out 
more about the Blue Monday events visit 
www.discoversandwell.co.uk

Arson charges
denied by man
A 49-YEAR-OLD man has denied car-
rying out an arson attack where flames 
damaged a ground floor shop and flat 
above. 

Colin Davies, of Carisbrooke Road 
in Wednesbury, pleaded not guilty to 
three offences relating to the incident at 
a building on Carrington Road on Sep-
tember 17.

He will now go on trial for the offences 
at Dudley Magistrate’s Court on Mon-
day February 5.

He is charged with carrying out arson 
which caused damage to the floor, ceil-
ing, magazines and other stock of the 
ground floor shop, and causing damage 
to a first-floor flat above.

Davies is also charged with using 
threatening words to a person connected 
with the shop. 

Suede star Brett to 
talk about new book

SUEDE singer Brett Anderson will be 
talking about his new book. He will also 
be signing copies of Coal Black Morning 
at Birmingham Town Hall on March 12. 
Tickets for the 7.30pm event – £18 or 
£28 – which includes a copy of the book, 
are available on 0121 780 3333.

Iron man Tony meets blue men
51-53 Queen Street

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES

www.yourchronicle.com
Open Monday to Friday 9am-1pm and 2pm-5pm

AN extremely rare and historic Second 
World War military diver watch is set to 
go under the hammer at a Birmingham 
auction house.

Specialists in jewellery and watches, 
Fellows is staging a watch sale on Jan-
uary 30, and it features one of the most 
fascinating timepieces to have come 
under the auctioneer’s gavel at the firm.

This Panerai watch came into the pos-
session of a British soldier during the 
Second World War. 

George H. Rowson acquired the watch 
from a Kampfschwimmer (German frog-
man), during a thwarted attempt by the 

German forces to destroy the important 
Nijmegen Bridge in the Netherlands, in 
September 1944.

The watch was initially intended for 
the Italian frogmen unit, the Decima 
MAS, until they were taken over by the 
Germans. The German Kampfschwim-
mer who owned the watch is known to 
have received special training in Italy 
and wore an Italian-made specialised 
rubber dive suit. 

According to Rowson’s first-hand 
account of the incident, at 06.30am on 
September 29 1944, German Kamp-
fschwimmers fixed charges underwater 

to the main supports of the bridge at Ni-
jmegen. Once the German soldiers had 
completed their mission, they exited the 
river thinking they were back within 
their own lines. At this point, they were 
captured by a section of British soldiers 
which included Rowson. The charges 
they had placed were defused and so 
Nijmegen Bridge remained undamaged. 

The timepiece was eventually passed 
down to Rowson’s son and has remained 
in single ownership since, having been 
worn only a few times. The Panerai is 
estimated at £30-£40,000. The auction 
starts at 11am. 

Wartime watch winds up at auction

The historic Panerai watch

Sandwell
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G.D. MEMORIALS

Prices Includes:
● Choice of Designs
● All Gold Letters
● 2 Flower Containers
● Fully Fitted
● Black (All Polished)

£799 for 2’ 6” 3”
Ogee Shape Design

We Offer a
Variety of
Head Stones
& Kerb Sets

FACTORY SHOWROOM
Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN

07807 371820 01922 646222
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com

Celebrating
25 years of service KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BEDROOMS

5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3JS

Opening Times: Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm, Saturday 10am - 2pm
Closed Wed and Sun, Other Times By Appointment
Tel: 0121 588 5737

The Home Improvement SpecialistThe Home Improvement Specialist

Established over 25 years

www.idealhomecare.co.uk 10 REASONS TO HAVE
AN IDEAL HOMECARE
1. Family business established over 28 years2. Vast majority of work comes from recommendations3. FREE home design service, we listen to you anddesign to your requirements
4. Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles,sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, weare here to help and advise what is right for you5. We project manage from start to finish
6. We can supply only, or complete the whole project,including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plasteringand even decorating.
7. All rubbish removed at the end of the project8. Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi)
9. NICEIC Registered electricians
10. Quality products at realistic prices

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS
‘THE COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS’

FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery

Concept

BLINDS

Also available
• Romans • Pleated
• Conservatory Roof Blinds
• Wood Venetians
• Venetian Blinds
• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows

FREEPHONE
0800 5875279
Open Seven Days a Week
0121 429 3169

UP TO

50% OFF
ALL BLINDS

FREE
Fitting on
all blinds

Vertical & Roller Blinds
New season fabrics now available

Child Safety
Features Fitted
Free of Charge

5 YEAR GUARANTEE

BEAUTIFUL – The Carole King 
Musical is returning.

Bronté Barbé will reprise her 
celebrated role as Carole King 
in the return of the UK and Ire-
land tour of the Olivier, Tony and 
Grammy award-winning show to 
Birmingham Hippodrome from 
January 31 to February 3. 

The production returns to Bir-
mingham following a sell-out 
week of shows in November 2017.

Bronté will once again be joined 
by Kane Oliver Parry as King’s 
husband and song-writing part-
ner Gerry Goffin and Amy Ellen 
Richardson as song-writer Cyn-
thia Weil.

It tells the inspiring true story 
of King’s remarkable rise to star-
dom, from being part of a hit song-
writing team with her husband 
Gerry, to her relationship with fel-
low writers and best friends Weil 
and Barry Mann, to becoming one 
of the most successful solo acts in 
music history. 

Beautiful – The Carole King Musical tells the story of one of music’s brightest star’s rise

King of musicals is back in Brum

Nosebleeds patient gets
apology over cream wait
HOSPITAL bosses have apologised 
to a pensioner who was forced to 
wait 12 hours for a tube of nasal 
cream after a routine medical pro-
cedure.

Bill Keir, aged 80, attended Heartlands Hos-
pital at 8.30am to have nose plugs removed 
after he had suffered from recurring nose-
bleeds.

Doctors completed the procedure at 10.30am, 
but due to a series of blunders Mr Keir, from 
Streetly, Walsall, was made to hang around in 
a waiting room until after 10.30pm for his pre-
scribed medication. 

NHS bosses said the situation was ‘far from 
ideal’ and apologised after admitting that er-
rors were made. Mr Keir branded the level of 
care ‘a total shambles’ and said: “We were left 
high and dry. I’m sure the medical staff were 
doing their best, but they were rushed off their 
feet and it is hard to know how they are able to 
cope with the pressure.” 

Mr Keir was admitted to hospital on Novem-
ber 4 suffering from a nosebleed and kept in 
for two nights. He was scheduled for discharge 
on the morning of November 6 after doctors 
removed nose plugs.

He said he arrived for the routine procedure 
at 8.30am and had the plugs removed two 
hours later. At around 3.30pm he was trans-
ferred from a ward to the discharge lounge. Mr 
Keir, who was accompanied by his wife Winnie, 
80, said: “The discharge lounge was packed, 
and most people were waiting for three to four 
hours, but by 9pm we were the only people 
there.” 

Mr Keir was eventually given his medication 
and was able to leave the hospital shortly after 
10.30pm.

He subsequently made a complaint to the 
Heart of England NHS Foundation Trust.

NHS bosses said Mr Keir’s medication had 
erroneously been sent to the wrong ward. In 
a letter to Mr Keir, interim chief nurse Julie 
Tunney wrote: “Please accept my sincere apol-
ogies for the two errors which were made. I 
appreciate your discharge home was far from 
ideal and we understand how distressing this 
was for you and your wife.”

Tributes pour in for popular keeper
TRIBUTES have continued to flood in 
for former Aston Villa and Albion goal-
keeper Derek Dudley following his death 
from liver disease aged just 47.

The popular stopper spent four years 
with Villa as a youngster during the 80s 
before switching to The Hawthorns.

The latter part of his career was spent 
in non-league, including with several 
clubs in the Black Country.

After his football career ended, the fa-
ther-of-two went into teaching, including 
a spell at The Brades Lodge school in 
Tividale. He also helped raise more than 
£500,000 for charity by playing for the 

Aston Villa Old Stars team. Dudley, who 
lived in Rugeley with wife Helen and chil-
dren Daniel, 13, and Elizabeth, 11, was 
diagnosed with the terminal illness last 
year after being told his condition was 
inoperable. He died on New Year’s Eve.

A minute’s applause was held at for-
mer club Stourbridge ahead of their 
match with Rushall Olympic on New 
Year’s Day.

Ex-Villa legends, including Peter 
Withe, Gordon Cowans, Nigel Spink 
and Tony Morley – members of the 1982 
European Cup-winning side – turned 
out to fulfil Dudley’s final wish for an 

all-star game at Sutton Coldfield Town 
last month with funds raised for charity. 
Dudley’s bucket list included having a 
nice meal with his children and getting 
together with the ‘lads’ one last time.

Paying tribute, Alan Cleverley, secre-
tary of Albion’s Official Supporters’ Club, 
said: “I saw Derek several times, he used 
to go with Bob Taylor to all-star games. 
He was a very likeable bloke who always 
had a smile. He seemed to enjoy life.”

Several former clubs posted their 
tributes on Twitter. Halesowen Town 
posted: “We are saddened by the passing 
of  Derek Dudley. May you rest in peace.”Derek Dudley

Volunteers
praised for
efforts to
pick up litter
LITTER Watch volunteers have been 
praised for their efforts to clean up an 
area in Smethwick.

The Litter Watch team and volun-
teers worked to clean up the areas 
in the Thimblemill Road area during 
a week-long visit by the Eco Bus to 
Annie Lennard Primary School.

As the volunteers worked from the 
bus parked on GKN car park they ap-
proached a garage owner and asked if 
they could do a litter makeover.

Litter Watch chief officer Alicia 
Wingfield said: “The garage owner 
had previously removed fly-tipping 
but more had been tipped and he 
agreed we could remove it with the 
help of cemetery staff.

“We had paint left over from a pre-
vious project and so the volunteers 
were able to prepare and paint over 
the graffiti and remove fly-tipping and 
generally clean the area.”

Thimblemill Cemetery has a right 
of way which runs alongside it to 
Annie Lennard Primary and the local 
housing estate. Many people use the 
link on a daily basis and  itter is seen 
as a big problem.

Councillor Syeda Khatun, deputy 
leader of Sandwell Council, said: 
“This was a very impressive effort. 
It was important to do this work be-
cause visitors to the cemetery see the 
graffiti and rubbish and is not the 
image we want to see for our potential 
Green Flag sites.”

Uni academic on
OBE honours list
AN academic from Birmingham Uni-
versity has been awarded an OBE in 
the New Year Honours.

Professor James Arthur, founder 
of the university’s Jubilee Centre for 
Character and Virtues, is in demand 
by both think-tanks and policy makers 
and was a key consultant in Govern-
ment-level debate on how character 
could be part of the anti-radicalisation 
effort in schools.

He set up the Jubilee Centre six 
years ago to improve the popular un-
derstanding of the impact of character 
and virtues on individuals and society. 
He also directed a major research pro-
ject on the theme of education, char-
acter and citizenship which examined 
the character development of over 
75,000 young people in the UK.

Music and drinks
A ROCK City bar offering live music 
is to open in Birmingham city centre 
later this year. The DHP group plans 
to convert the Grade II-listed former 
Birmingham and Midland Skin Hos-
pital building in John Bright Street.

Ex-Walsall player 
Alan Deakin dies

Views sought on
plans for towns

FORMER Walsall FC and Aston Vil-
la player Alan Deakin has died. The 
Birmingham-born winger bagged 50 
appearances with the Saddlers joining 
in 1969 and playing until 1972. 

He had arrived at Walsall from the 
Villans where he had featured much 
more prominently racking up 270 
matches in a decade from 1959 to 1969. 
Walsall FC confirmed the 76-year-old 
had died, tweeting: “Walsall Football 
Club are saddened to hear of the pass-
ing of our former player Alan Deakin. 

“Our condolences go out to Alan’s 
family and friends at this sad time.”

MP supports move
to save gig venues

Display of images to
mark museum’s 40th

THE Government has been urged to 
back legislation to preserve Britain’s 
iconic music venues.

Warley MP John Spellar brought 
forward the Planning (Agent of 
Change) Bill, which is designed to pro-
tect existing music venues from facing 
closure or crippling costs arising from 
development of new residential prop-
erties in their vicinity. He said: “The 
British music industry is one hell of 
an advantage for the UK, providing 
many jobs and enhancing the attrac-
tiveness of our country. It’s a huge 
boost to Britain’s standing.”

A SPECIAL photography exhibition 
is being staged at the Black Country 
Living Museum as part of its 40th an-
niversary celebrations.

Reclaim Photography Festival is in-
viting people to submit four new and 
archive photographs on the theme of 
Reclaiming Our Industrial Might.

The deadline for entries is February 
23. To submit photographs for Re-
claiming Our Industrial Might go to 
reclaimphotographyfestival.org

LOCAL businesses and community 
organisations in Sandwell are invit-
ed to share their ideas and comments 
about town plans across the bor-
ough’s six towns.

The Sandwell Six Towns drop-in 
event runs from 4pm to 6pm on 
Thursday (11 January) at Portway 
Lifestyle Centre, Newbury Lane, Old-
bury, to share their ideas and com-
ments about town plans and how they 
are developed.

Councillor Syeda Khatun said: “The 
event will set out priorities and ambi-
tions for each of the towns.”

Please email vision_2030@
sandwell.gov.uk for more information.
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☎
Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate,
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD

www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk

Halesowen Fireplaces
AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME

For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane)

Telephone 0121 559 9985

nge of Gas and Electric Fires and S r

Complete Fireplace Packages from £499
(((iiinnncccllluuudddiiinnnggg fififirrreee)))

360O

VIRTUAL
TOUR NOW ON

WEBSITE

Goodwills Legal Services Ltd

There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years -

Make Your Will
Only £95.00 (no VAT to pay)

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills.

Single Wills £99.00 (no VAT to pay)
A home visit at a convenient time

For information and appointment call

0845 678 7010
Mobile: 07771 992717

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts

Goodwills also offer probate services
Members of the Society of Will Writers

Goodwills Legal Services Ltd
www.goodwillsmidlands.co.uk

BLINDS
SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk

NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE

BEST DEAL!
3 child safe

verticals

ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE
MEASURE & FITTING

HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE

RESTRICTIONS

0800 0214266

contact your local advisor
to see our fabric range &

other available deals

CALL
FREE

one per household offer
£98

C&T
Doors & Windows Ltd

TTeell:: 0011990022 884422770066 / 0077775599 553366881188
wwwwww..ccaannddttddoooorrssaannddwwiinnddoowwss..ccoo..uukk

AALLLL AARREEAASS CCOOVVEERREEDD
EEmmail: ennqquuirries@cannddttddoorrsannddwinnddows.co.uukk
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DOORS COMPOSITE DOORS
AVAILABLE

EDWARDIAN
CONSERVATORY
3 MTR x 3 MTR

From £4500

Bi-Fold
Doors

From £999

French
Patio Doors
From £649

Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New Improved
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available.

MORE than 1,000 people have 
signed a petition to change 
the speed limit of a major 
island in the Black Country 
where a 11-year-old boy died 
after being hit by a lorry.

The change.org petition – set up in 
memory of Kyle Bastable – has seen an 
influx of signatures calling for changes 
to the speed limit for HGV lorries 
around Birchley Island in Oldbury 
alongside working traffic light cameras 
and barriers.

Kyle, also known as Joe, suffered 
serious injuries and died close to the 
Shell garage near the island on Au-
gust 31. The petition has been started 
by Kyle’s mother, Tammy Bastable, 
and so far has attracted 1,268 signa-
tures. It is intended to be submitted to 
Sandwell Council once the 1,500 mark 
has been reached.

Changes
In a statement on the site, Mrs 

Bastable pleads that unless changes 
are made, Kyle ‘wasn’t the first and 
won’t be the last’.

It reads: “We want changes to speed 
limit for HGV lorries on Birchley Is-
land to prevent anymore deaths an 
accidents, also to have working cam-
eras which will prevent speeding and 
vehicles going over on red lights as 
the cameras are not working – which 
could have helped my son’s case a lot 
quicker.

“Having barriers around the island 
will stop people going on to the island 
to use as short cuts to McDonalds, 
Asda and petrol station. There is a 
walking path around the island which 
is misleading to pedestrians thinking 
its ok to cross and walk on. 

“We want railings on joining roads 
off the junctions on the island which is 
the only island I know without railings 
with a gap were you can cross.”

1,200 back island fight
after schoolboy tragedy

Chiefs pledge to cut A&E waiting times
HEALTH chiefs have vowed to ‘make 
progress’ after failing to hit emergen-
cy department targets.

Sandwell General Hospital and Bir-
mingham’s City Hospital fell short of 
national targets, with fewer than one 
in five patients seen within four hours 
at A&E departments each day. But 
chief operating officer Rachel Barlow 
said the trust was now aiming to re-
duce waiting times by March.

Speaking at last Thursday’s Sand-
well and West Birmingham Hospitals 
NHS Trust board meeting, Ms Barlow 
said: “Regrettably, we are behind. 

“I’m confident we will make pro-
gress despite the anxiety around some 
challenges we have. This was never 
going to be easy.”

A daily average of 120 patients – 78 
per cent – were waiting more than 
four hours in emergency depart-

ments at both hospitals in Decem-
ber. It meant the trust fell below the 
national NHS target of 95 per cent, 
which board members had hoped to 
reach in January.

In her report to the board Ms Bar-
low said there had also been a rise of 
nine patients being admitted to in-
patient beds between November and 
December, with Sandwell General 
Hospital under ‘greater strain’.

She added: “72 per cent of this in-
crease is at Sandwell. The Sandwell 
site also has 12 per cent more West 
Midlands Ambulance Service activity 
than expected, possibly suggesting an 
increase in acuity as well as demand.”

It comes after it was revealed pa-
tients would be sent to GPs directly 
from Sandwell’s A&E, with hopes 
to reduce patient numbers and ease 
pressure on staff this winter.

Report by Clare Butler

Riding high for fitness at town library

Councillor Elaine Costigan with library officer Pat Powell and library volunteer Adam Cashmore
PEOPLE can banish the winter blues and get fitter by 
joining in cycleathon sessions at Sandwell Central Li-
brary this month.

Five minutes on the library’s exercise bike means a 
mile travelled and is a good way of getting that little bit 
fitter. Library staff are inviting everyone to come in and 
try out their exercise bike and see how many miles can 
be clocked up during one month.

Central Library in High Street, West Bromwich, has 
a range of fitness equipment to try and you can also bor-
row resistance bands and choose from a wide range of 
books on health and fitness.

Those wishing to lose weight can also take advantage 
of the Weigh2GO scheme where you can use smart Fit-
bit scales to get weighed and have the information sent 
straight to your phone.

Councillor Elaine Costigan, Sandwell Council’s cabi-
net member for public health and protection, said: “This 
is another good idea for people to use a few minutes at 
their local library to get a little fitter for the year ahead.

“People calling in for books and the other library ser-
vices can have a quick workout to get a health mind and 
healthy body.” For more information, drop into the li-
brary or call 0121 569 4904.

Mown      down 
in pub car
park after
wallet row
A DRIVER who mowed down a man 
in a pub car park after a row over a 
missing wallet has been locked up for 
three years.

Furious Thomas Fry-Smith deliber-
ately swerved into a group of people 
after being goaded as he left the Yew 
Tree in Albion Road, West Bromwich, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court heard.

The car ploughed into Michael 
Airnes, who suffered a fractured 
elbow and further injuries to his head 
and body, said Mr Jonathan Dunne, 
prosecuting. 

The victim had been making offen-
sive hand gestures at 29-year-old Fry-
Smith who did not stop after knocking 
him down on July 20, the court was 
told. Trouble flared after Mr Airnes 
realised his wallet was missing and 
sent a pal to ask a group of people, 
with whom the defendant was drink-
ing, if they knew where it was.

Fry-Smith wrongly thought they 
were blaming him.

When the defendant was traced 
and arrested it was discovered he 
had been on the run for eight months 
after failing to appear at Derby Crown 
Court on November 8, 2016, charged 
with conspiracy to burgle commercial 
premises at Aylesbury and Chester-
field between May and June 2014.

Mr Will Harrington, defending, 
said: “He would have driven past the 
group but for the goading and, at the 
last minute, swerved. It was a seri-
ously dangerous manoeuvre.”

Fry-Smith, of no fixed address, 
admitted conspiracy to burgle and 
causing serious injury by driving dan-
gerously, He received consecutive 18 
month prison sentences for each with 
a two-year driving ban on release.

Dark brew voted
as best real ale
A MILD brewed in Staffordshire has 
been judged the champion beer of the 
West Midlands.

Dark Raven, a 4.5 per cent strength 
dark mild from Beowulf Brewing 
Company was announced as the over-
all gold winner at the Campaign for 
Real Ale’s West Midlands awards at 
the Bartons Arms, Birmingham.

Silver went to Shropshire’s Salo-
pian Brewery for its four per cent gold 
ale Oracle with Fixed Wheel Brew-
ery’s fiver per cent Blackheath Stout 
claiming bronze. Beowulf received the 
Bob Jones Memorial Trophy, named 
after the late West Midlands Police 
&Crime Commissioner.

The branch magazine of the year 
winner was Heart of Staffordshire 
Camra and the best website went to 
Dudley and South Staffordshire.

Splashing the
cash on treats

Best in Brum
to be awarded

PEOPLE in the West Midlands would 
be willing to fork out £107 for an ex-
tra week’s holiday allowance at work, 
a survey reveals.

They would also spend £103 for a 
month of nice weather and £82 for 
someone to deep clean their home. 
A personal shopper to buy all their 
Christmas presents was also high on 
the list, with people willing to pay £71 
to offload the task.

Those interviewed would part with 
£68 for someone to sort out and man-
age their bills and the survey, by loan 
provider Wonga, also revealed people 
would splash out £49 for an extra hour 
in bed.

£100 waiting
for best room

University’s open 
day next month

A STAFFORDSHIRE-based home 
furnishing business is running a com-
petition to find the UK’s best spare 
room. Terry’s Fabrics is encouraging 
people from the Black Country and 
Staffordshire to get involved with the 
competition.

The winner will receive £100 worth 
of Terry’s Fabrics products. A team of 
judges will choose the winner based on 
originality and uniqueness. To enter, 
share a photo of a spare room at www.
terrysfabrics.co.uk with a caption.

THE University of Wolverhampton is 
holding an open day on February 17 
for all would-be students interested in 
gaining more qualifications to further 
themselves or chase certain careers. 

Visitors   can look around facilities, 
meet lecturers and see the student ac-
commodation for themselves. For fur-
ther details on the open day, contact 
the enquiries team on 0800 953 3222 
or email enquiries@wlv.ac.uk

AN awards ceremony recognising the 
achievements of Birmingham people 
has returned for another year.

Nominations are now open for the 
Pride of Birmingham Awards, run in 
partnership with TSB. Entry closes on 
January 26, before the winners will 
be announced at a glitzy-star studded 
event at The Great Hall in Birming-
ham University on March 8. 

Dawn Megginson, area director 
TSB West Midlands says: “There are 
thousands of ordinary people right 
across Britain who do extraordinary 
things every day to help others in 
their local communities.” Visit www.
prideofbritain.com/birmingham
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Reasons to choose Affordable
Free quotation
FENSA registered

Registered office: Affordable Windows Doors & Conservatories
101 Tipton Road, Sedgley West Midlands, DY3 1BZ

Telephone: 01902 827879 | Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com | www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk

• Windows • Composite Doors • Conservatories • Porches • Repairs
For your FREE quotation, call us now

07710 434223
We also fit in: Dudley, Tipton, Sedgley, Wombourne, Wolverhampton,
Oldbury, Kinsgwinford, Walsall, West Bromwich, Wednesbury

10 year insurance
backed guarantee
Energy efficient
Trusted service

Great quality. Great service. Great price!

INCLUDING HARDWARE
£749 CALL

NOW!

ANY ONE OF THESE DOORS
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

January Sale
Big Discounts on

Sliding Robes & Furniture

Star Makeovers
Kitchens - Bedrooms & Replacement Doors

msmo.co.uk

01384 710168

Showroom
Now
Open!

must ring

today

A SANDWELL resident has ex-
pressed her gratitude to a waste 
team from Serco after they 
helped her to find over £1,000 in 
cash which she had accidentally 
thrown away.

The resident originally came to 
the Household Recycling Centre 
on Shidas Lane in Oldbury to dis-
pose of some black bags filled with 
general waste after decorating her 
baby’s bedroom. 

What she didn’t know at the 
time was that she was also throw-
ing away £1,040 of her own cash, 
which had been inadvertently 
swept into one of the bags along-

side the rubbish. Realising her po-
tentially costly mistake later that 
day, the resident came back to 
the depot the following morning 
before it was due to open, in an 
understandably anxious state and 
desperate to get the money back.

Fortunately for the resident, 
upon hearing her story, Serco 
waste team members Gary Smith, 
Tom Holland and Jason Timmins 
immediately stepped in to help, 
opening up the skip and hunting 
through mound upon mound of 
household rubbish. 

After nearly three hours of 
fruitless searching, just when 

the search was beginning to look 
hopeless, they eventually found 
the £1,040 of missing money right 
at the bottom of the skip, tied to-
gether with a rubber band.

Overjoyed to be reunited with 
her cash, the woman burst into 
tears with relief and gave hugs to 
the Serco team, despite their less 
than sweet-smelling condition 
after three hours spent sorting 
through rubbish! 

She later returned to once again 
express her gratitude, giving the 
intrepid trio a gift of a tin of bis-
cuits and a box of samosas for 
their trouble.

The trio of Serco workers who found the missing cash, Gary Smith, Tom Holland and Jason Timmins

Grand search has bin a success

Bell tolls for campaign 
to change road’s name
A CAMPAIGN by residents of Bell 
End to change the name of their 
road appears to have hit the buffers.

It follows a rival petition, launched to 
keep the name, garnered thousands of 
signatures.

Anti-Bell End campaigners said residents of 
the Rowley Regis street have become a ‘laugh-
ing stock’, with children who live there being 
bullied and teased at school as a result of its 
risqué name.

They launched a petition to change it to a 
similar sounding – but less offensive – name 
such as Bell Road. But a new petition was 
started to save Bell End, which amassed 
2,000 signatures within hours of appearing on 
change.org – while the petition to get rid of the 
name stood at around 50.

The new petition was started by Linda 
George and is called ‘Leave the Historic Name 
of Bell End Alone!’

A statement says: “Bell End is an historic 
name in Rowley Regis, believed to be named 
after a mine in the locality.

Pointless
“My Great Uncle’s family lived and kept a 

shop there, long after his death in the First 
World War.

“Moving forward to today, none of the res-
idents and locals and those that have long 
standing family connections, that are known 
to me, want this pointless change and, in fact, 
find the suggestion that it should be changed 
deeply offensive.

“If children are being bullied because of the 
name of their road, the problem is the bullying 
children, who need educating. Changing a road 
name will not stop their behaviour.”

Meanwhile, Chelsiie Stanaway said the name 
would never die, even if it were to be changed. 
“Once a Bell End always a Bell End,” she said. 

Sandwell Council has vowed to look into the 
issue. The street falls across two council wards 
– Rowley Regis and Blackheath. Councillor 
Barbara Price said changing the name would 
be a ‘lengthy and complex’ process. “There 
would have to be a public consultation and the 
Post Office would also be involved,” she added.

Make views known on M-Way plans
MOTORISTS, residents and busi-
nesses in the Midlands are being in-
vited to share their views on the de-
sign of a new £282 million junction on 
the M42. Public consultation on the 
plans began week and will run until 
February 19.

Highways England plans to im-
prove traffic flows at an important 
junction for the millions of people 
who travel to Birmingham Interna-
tional Airport every year and the sur-
rounding venues such as the NEC.

The project, due to start in 2020, 
will see the creation of a new 2.4km 

dual carriageway link road – aligned 
to the west of Bickenhill – between 
the A45 Clock Interchange and a new 
junction on the M42 south of junction 
6 located north of Solihull Road.

Highways England is inviting peo-
ple to have their say. Senior project 
manager Jonathan Pizzey said: “We 
want to make sure that local people 
and other stakeholders have a say.

“We’ll be taking all comments into 
consideration as we complete the de-
sign, prior to making a planning ap-
plication later in 2018. All comments 
will be considered, and we will provide 

a report identifying how they have in-
fluenced the design.”

As part of the scheme there are also 
plans to improve traffic flow at the 
M42 junction 6 roundabout by provid-
ing dedicated left turn links between 
the M42 and A45 at the NEC and the 
north east side of the roundabout.

Consultation venues include St Pe-
ter’s Church Hall, Bickenhill, on Jan-
uary 11 from noon-8pm and at The 
Core in Touchwood, Solihull on Jan-
uary 31. Or, contact the project team 
at m42junction6@highwaysengland.
co.uk or on 0300 123 5000.Plans for a new junction on the M42

Into the fire
as TV show
charts day in
crews’ lives
A GROUND-breaking documentary 
revealing life on the front line in West 
Midlands Fire Service was broadcast 
this week. The first episode of Into 
The Fire, which was screened on 
Monday, showed the response to a 
bomb scare in the Black Country.

Producers were given exclusive ac-
cess into the roles of firefighters in 
Britain’s second busiest fire and res-
cue service.

Firefighters were given state-of-
the-art heat-proof helmet and body 
cameras to showcase their roles first 
hand. The series is shown at 8pm on 
the Really channel. 

The first episode focused on a busy 
day, just five days after the Manches-
ter terror attack, with crews having 
to deal with a home-made explosive at 
Sainsbury’s in Blackheath.

That drama happened on the day 
of Birmingham’s Gay Pride festival, 
where security was ramped up for the 
country’s first large public event since 
the Manchester terror attack, which 
killed 23 people.

The episode also highlighted the 
difficulty crews face when travelling 
to emergencies on the roads, with one 
crew in Birmingham held up after 
parked cars on a street narrowed ac-
cess and blocked off a fire engine.

Phil Loach, West Midlands chief 
fire officer, said: “It is a fantastic op-
portunity to tell the story of a 21st 
century fire and rescue service.”

£1 bus fare for
elderly launched
A MIDLAND bus operator has 
brought in a single £1 fare for senior 
citizens before their OAP free bus 
passes become valid at 9.30am each 
day.

The move has been brought in by 
National Express West Midlands.

Managing director Tom Stables 
said: “National Express West Mid-
lands buses are for everyone.

“So I’m delighted to offer this £1 
single fare to our senior citizens. 
They’ll be available to buy them on 
our buses.”

National Express West Midlands 
has worked together with Transport 
for West Midlands, the transport arm 
of the West Midlands Combined Au-
thority, in bringing about the new 
ticket to benefit older people. 

Lane is closed off
A LANE has closed on the Birming-
ham Road in Great Barr, and will re-
main closed for more than a month.

It is while road maintenance is 
carried out up until February 23, be-
tween 9.30am to 3.30pm.

Parents are told:
Trust in schools

Awards to honour
unsung city heroes

A LEADING teacher says parents 
should trust schools to make the right 
decisions for their children.

Luke Price, assistant vice principal 
at Great Barr Academy, addressed the 
Department for Education to high-
light the impact of teachers’ roles.

He said: “My advice for parents is 
to absolutely support the school in 
their decisions, and question them to 
gain an understanding of why they’re 
doing things in the way that they are.

“This means the same approach can 
be reinforced at home and young peo-
ple have consistent messages.”

Parking at Himley
looks set to rise

Entire Ale is back on 
tap after 20 years

THE cost of season tickets at Himley 
Park could increase under new pro-
posals. Dudley Council says raising 
the price of parking passes for the 
grounds will allow reinvestment in 
leisure facilities across the borough.

Under the plans, the 2018 fee for a 
season ticket bought up to April 14 is 
£55.

The authority, says the rise is in 
line with inflation. A decision will be 
made on  January 18. .

Councillor Hilary Bills said price in-
creases were due to a lack of funding 
from central government.

A BLACK Country-brewed ale has 
been revived by an independent brew-
ery after more than 20 years.

Entire Ale was brewed by the old 
Holt, Plant and Deakin company at 
Langley and later at Wolverhampton 
between 1984 and 1996. 

Now Andy Brough, from Broughs 
Brewery, Wolverhampton, has teamed 
up with a former Holt, Plant and 
Deakin brewer to recreate the 4.4 per 
cent strength ale.

AN awards ceremony recognising 
the achievements of people from the 
Second City has returned for anoth-
er year. Nominations are now open 
for the Pride of Birmingham Awards, 
which is run in partnership with TSB.

Entry closes on January 26. Win-
ners will be announced at The Great 
Hall in the University of Birmingham 
on March 8. 

Dawn Megginson, area director 
TSB West Midlands said: “We want to 
shine a light on our local heroes and 
ensure their dedication and commit-
ment is recognised.”

For more information visit www.
prideofbritain.com/birmingham

NEWS IN BRIEF 5

S
a

n
d

w
e

ll C
h

ro
n

ic
le

  Thursday, January 11, 2018



686 Wolverhampton Road, Oldbury, Warley,
West Midlands Sat Nav Use B68 8DB

0121-552-1210
www.bowkettsofoldbury.co.uk
sales@bowkettsofoldbury.co.uk

Your local family Butchers. Quality Fresh Meat,
AwardWinning sausages, AwardWinning Pies, Pasties,

Baguettes, Buffets and cold drinks

BOWKETTS
of Oldbury

ESTABLISHED 1938
NATIONAL AWARD WINNERS

Come along and
try our hot food counter, ready
cooked food served every day,

fantastic selection.

Of cial stockists of
Snowdonia Cheese

Open 7 Days
Monday 8am - 2.30pm • Tues to Sat 8am -5.00pm

Sunday 8am - 2.30pm

The GAP centre is a thriving community centre located in Hargate
Lane West Bromwich. Established at the turn of this century, we have
been working with the local individuals and communities to empower,
encourage and involve them to raise their aspirations and equipping
them to reach their full potential.
At the heart of the GAP Centre you will see and experience:

• A passion for the family
• A passion to be welcoming to all
• A passion to empower people
• A passion to be the best and provide quality provision

We are looking to recruit an experienced Project Coordinator to
coordinate and mange our exciting projects here at the centre.
The Project Coordinator will be responsible for the coordination
and management of operational projects, recruitment and staff
management, supporting our outdoor learning project and
community engagement.
3 years funded post 20 hours per week £12.99 per hour.
Interested …… email Info@thegaponline.org and request an
information pack.
Interview will be held week commencing 5th February 2018

The GAP Centre
Hargate Lane, West Bromwich, B71 1PH

0121 525 4442
www.thegaponline.org
Info@thegaponline.org

• Old Buildings Removed
• Asbestos Disposal

• Base Laying Service
• Free Quotations

• Made to Measure
• Lined and Insulated Options

• Quality at Competitive Prices
• Huge Range

S H E D S • G A R A G E S • G A R D E N R O O M S • L O G C A B I N S

The Dalbury
Garden Room

Free Laminate Flooring
& External Paint

Prices start from

£2495 from £274 from £599 from £1657
A huge range in stock A huge range in stock A huge range in stock

BETTA BUILDINGS

INMY VIEW
with Mark Andrews

Protest: It’s
lettuce
leaves at
the ready
THINGS aren’t looking too good for
Carlinis, a new Italian restaurant in Al-
brighton, where the chef boasted on
Facebook about “spiking” a vegan’s
meal.

Laura Goodman has now quit, after
militant vegans reportedly threatened
to target the restaurant. You can always
spot militant vegan protesters. They only
throw lettuce leaves and lentils.

r r r
THAT said, I now find myself eating

more vegan-friendly food than ever be-
fore, after being told at one of those
routine mid-life health checks that my
cholesterol is too high. Not dramatical-
ly, but I do need to improve my diet. It
seems cream crackers in the morning,
bread-and-butter seasoned with a cou-
ple of pork scratchings for lunch, and mi-
crowaved meatballs and spuds at night
won’t really cut it any more.

In the past I would have shrugged this
off, but a few deaths over the past few
years – some close – have made me
ponder how fleeting life can be. So I now
consume an extortionately-priced health
drink each day, as well as five portions of
fruit and veg.

Now I’ve always been a five-a-day
sceptic, mainly because I don’t like glib
soundbites trotted out by the sort of peo-
ple who think there is a place in the Eng-
lish language for terms such as “stake-
holders” and “outreach”. And it’s time
consuming.

The initial plan was to buy an appropri-
ate selection of fruit and veg, and stick
it in the blender to make one disgusting
drink which I could wolf down once a
night and be done with. If only.

Unfortunately, liquefied food can only
account for one of the five. So a glass of
orange juice seems less bother.

Then there is the question of what con-
stitutes a “portion”. Government guide-
lines say 80g, but I suspect that means
as little to you as it does to me.

An apple counts as one, which I can
eat while I work, although peeling and
slicing it the night before to avoid losing
teeth is seriously tedious.

I hoped a large box of chopped swedes
and carrots would be the answer, but you
have to eat half the packet for it to count
as one of the five. No wonder there’s an
obesity crisis.

So my nights now consist of glugging
orange juice while the peas and carrots
simmer in the pan. Then, after News at
Ten, its time for some fruit – usually straw-
berries (no sugar) or pineapples – washed
down with a bottle of Benecol to make it
taste nicer. Can’t tell you how much I’m
loving life at the moment.

Bearing the brunt
of this quirky word

TALKING POINT

Companies
are never
really at
our service
IT baffles me why these departments are
called Customer Service as that seems to
be the last thing they do. I called recently
regarding a delivery I was expecting – to
replace a damaged item. This was due to
be picked up and a new one delivered.

I had called once to report the item as
damaged. Twenty minutes later after try-
ing to get to the appropriate department
and listening to irritating music while the
girl with the annoying voice said “Your
call is important to us, we appreciate your
patience etc, etc”, I hung up.

Companies are always very careful to
say your call is being recorded. Is that just
in case you hurl abuse down the phone?

Anyway, when I had a bit more time I
tried again. Eventually after going through
the list of options, none of which suited
my query – option 3 then option 5 and
back to option 2, aagh! – I opted for the
sales line, knowing that would be the one
most likely to be answered. Five minutes
later I actually spoke to a PERSON! She
told me it wasn’t really the correct depart-
ment but she would put me through to the
right one. I begged her “Please don’t let
me be holding on for so long” and she as-
sured me I would be put straight through.
I still had to wait five minutes!

Finally the annoying music – played so
loud you have to hold the phone away
from your ear – stopped and a woman
answered. I gave her my order number,
name, address, postcode etc and she
tracked me down on the computer. She
was very sorry and a replacement would
be sent and the damaged one picked up.

The following week, I received a text
saying one company would collect my
damaged parcel but no mention of de-
livering the new one. Back on the phone
– this was a drawer unit for the bedroom
and, having removed the old one, l was
fed up of piles of clothes all over the floor.

Again I was passed around only to be
told the new one would be delivered by
another company. Delivery day came and
went but no replacement item, although
the old one had gone from the car port.

Next morning at 8.05, minutes after the
department opened, I rang to complain. I
explained that nothing had arrived. They
claimed they had tried to deliver it but no-
one was in so they left a card. Rubbish!
My son and two builders were there and
no card was put through the door.

But don’t worry, it would arrive and I
would get something as a ‘goodwill’ ges-
ture. Eventually it did turn up, dumped
by the front door in full view of the street.
Goodwill gesture? You guessed it – noth-
ing – but then again I would have been
happy to just sort out the problem at
my first attempt. Customer service? You
must be joking! SUE ATTWATER

QUIRKY phrases department. It was reported
this week that coastal areas “bore the brunt” of
Storm Eleanor. Interesting word, brunt. Nobody
really knows where the word comes from and
we hardly ever use it except when something or
someone is bearing it. Brunt. The more you say
it, the weirder it sounds.

ABOUT 1,400 cars were destroyed in the
spectacular car-park fire in Liverpool. I wonder
how many insurance different claims will be
made.

THE wonder is that such fires are so rare. If
you take the gloomy view, a multi-storey car
park is basically a pile of petrol bombs parked
closely to each other with its sides open to the
wind and with ramps helpfully providing a route
for an inferno to grow and spread. It sometimes
occurs to me that if the internal-combustion
engine were invented today, it would never get
past the health-and-safety people. So, Mr In-
ventor, in order to refuel these so-called cars of
yours, you will need 100,000-gallon petrol tanks
buried in the centre of all our towns and cities,
and you will park these cars in thousands of
high-rise crematoria? Not a chance.

IT is hard to rejoice at the 70th anniversary
of the NHS when we have spent the past sev-
en decades moaning that it has never been as
good as it used to be. We get all wistful about
some legendary golden age, usually involving
tightly-folded bedsheets, carbolic and Hattie
Jacques. The big difference between 1948 and
2018 is the nature of patients and their illness-
es. Seventy years ago the sick were, by and
large, ill as a result of things done to them by
the establishment.They were the wounded and
shell-shocked of two world wars, the victims of

damp slums, dangerous factories, dusty coal
mines and malnutrition. They were the hapless
customers who believed the all-pervading prop-
aganda that smoking was not only fashionable
but good for you. Today, NHS waiting lists are
stuffed with people who are bombarded with
healthy-living advice but prefer to ignore it and
are ill as a result of lifestyle choices. And while it
may be wrong to ration or refuse NHS treatment
to those who have screwed up their own health,
you can’t help thinking what the hungry, bron-
chitic, war-wounded patients of 1948 would
make of the obese, hungover patients of today.
They might well ask: “What are you doing in the
queue?”

ONE of my New Year resolutions is to be kind-
er to the generation usually described as millen-
nials, hipsters or snowflakes. But I’m putting it
on hold for a while, having stumbled across a
report on an assortment of twentysomethings
moaning about how they cannot afford to get
on the property ladder. One is described as “a
part-time writer and illustrator” while another
says she is a “marketing and lifestyle blogger.”
Listen, kids. These are not jobs. They are, at
best, hobbies. This explains why the building
society manager’s eyes do not light up when
he gets your mortgage-application form. Get a
proper, full-time job, put in all the overtime you
can, save a few grand and try again.

ONE of the enduring mysteries of the internet
age is that people who are already online will

email or text about an issue without first making
an elementary check on Google. For those who
harangued me on the subject, there is nothing
blasphemous, lazy or ungrammatical about the
term Xmas.

OH, dear. Donald Trump has got into an “I’ve
got a bigger nuclear button than you” contest
with Kim Jong-un. Whatever next?

MEANWHILE, it is revealed that thousands
of medical emergencies are being answered
not by paramedics but by specially-trained fire-
fighters. “Hello, is that 999? I’ve got this burning
sensation.”

ADONIS wants to be free to campaign for a
second EU referendum. He thinks remaining in
the EU is a good idea. Mind you, he also thinks
HS2 is a good idea. His solution to Britain’s
transport problem is to pour thousands more
commuters into London each day by driving a
new railway 100 yards wide through some of the
most beautiful English countryside, demolishing
properties and farms and blighting thousands
of homes. And to what end? To cut 20 minutes
off the time from London to Brum. The Adonis
cure for our housing shortage is equally bru-
tal, to concrete over half of southern England,
plonking a million new homes in a vast arc from
Oxford to Cambridge. He is one of those people
who is entirely driven by the notion of ‘growth’,
who genuinely cannot understand that most of
us would rather spend 20 minutes longer on
the train than rip up a single ancient forest. The
‘growth’ brigade’s only strategy is to lay more
concrete, erect more buildings and allow Brit-
ain’s population to grow to 80 or 100 million.
There has to be a better way.

Kim Jong-un and “I’ve got a bigger
nuclear button than you” contest

Lord Adonis – wants to be free to campaign
for a second EU referendum

Hattie Jacques – we get all wistful about
some legendary golden nursing age

Interesting phrase, hardly used, and a little bit weird

THE BEST OF
PETER RHODES
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interia
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY,
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH

Call now for your FREE SURVEY

0121 505 1132
www.interiadesigns.co.uk

REPLACEMENT
KITCHEN DOORS

FROM £10.00*

LESS ABLED
BATH TO SHOWER

CONVERSIONS

LARGE SELECTION
OF COMFORT
HEIGHT WC’S

FREE
TILES
ON ALL FULLY

INSTALLED
KITCHENS &

BATHROOMS*

5 PIECE SET VANITY UNIT,
INK, TOILET & SOFT CLOSE

SEAT, TOILET UNIT

£199.00

FULL BATHROOM SU
BASIN, BATH,

TOILET & SOFT
CLOSE SEAT

£199.00

UITE

0

E

0

5
I
5
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KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS

HURRY! JANUARY INSTALLATION DATES STILL AVAILABLE*

J
P r o p e r t y S e r v i c e s

LANDLORDS/PROPERTIES REQUIRED!

✔ Fully Managed
Service

✔ Rent Collection
Only

✔ Let Only Service
✔ Sales

429 Bearwood Road, B66 4DF
0121 533 1917

www.jigsawpropertyservices.com

DISCO
TH

WIN
• Windows
• Composite Doors
• Porches
• Patio Doors
• Conservatories
• Window & Door

Repairs
• Fascias /

Guttering
• Building Work
• Misted-up Units

UGHUGE

Established over 20 years

Window Warehous
(Sandwell) Ltd

FOR FITTING IN JANUARY

97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP www.window-warehouse.com
email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com
Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm Sat 8am-1pm

ALL INSTALLATIONS PROJECT MANAGED FROM START TO F

CLIENTPEACE OFMIND FROM

OUNTS
HIS
NTER

se

2018

FINISH

T
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M

Wonderful Windows

Desirable Doors

Classy Conserrervatories

Tel: 0121 544 2222
97 P k L L l Oldb

Day Care for older people
Age UK Sandwell Day Centre is based
 in Beeches Road West Bromwich, and offers activities for older 
people aged 50+ including:
• Home cooked meals by our experienced cook.
• Exercise sessions and other physical activities to maintain and 

improve mobility
• Day trips/days out
• Quizzes and other group games
• Support with mobility problems and personal care from NVQ 

Qualified, trained and experienced care workers
• Transport to and from the Day Centre each day
• Lunch club drop in sessions
• Full day care sessions are provided for older people with 

dependent or personal care needs,those with very poor mobility 
and/or have been assessed by Social services.

This service costs £26.49 per day with a subscription 
charge of £8.50 per day for activities,transport and meals.

Lunch club drop in sessions are also available to any older person 
who wishes to attend social activities and make new friends.
This costs £17.50 per day for activities and meals.

Taster sessions are available so call now on
0121 525 2499 to arrange your place.
Volunteering with Age UK Day Care.
We are always looking for people who can help us at our Day 
Centre, making cups of tea, helping out in the kitchen or running 
an activity session.
Our volunteers receive FREE training in care work, so if you would 
like to apply please contact us on 0121 500 1860.
Age UK Sandwell Day Care
1a Beeches Road, West Bromwich B70 6QE
e daycare@ageuksandwell.org.uk   t 0121 525 2499
www.ageuksandwell.org.uk

IT appears that a new qual-
ification has been included 
on the crony list for political 
gongs.

1. You must be a total 
failure. Nick Clegg qualifies 
under this heading in that 
he managed under his watch 
to reduce Lib Dem seats at 
Westminster by 49 and bet-
ter still, lose his own seat in 
the process.

2. You must take on a 
High Office at Westminster; 
let’s say Deputy PM and for 
five years do nothing of any 
note.

3. You must have the abil-
ity to lie through your back 
teeth. Excellent. Nick fulfils 
this to a tee, e.g. ‘We will 
scrap tuition fees’ or ‘No 
Nigel there is not and never 
will be an EU army’.

5. You must frustrate the 
democratic will of the larg-
est number of voters ever 
recorded and in addition to 
speaking out, must write a 
book entitled: ‘How to stop 
Brexit (And make Britain 
Great Again)’. Got it in 
spades Nick. I might just 
give it a try folks. Sir Alan 
Etheridge has a ring to it.

ALAN M ETHERIDGE
Dudley

SO Councillor Eling thinks that siting the proposed new 
leisure facility on the border of Sandwell and Birmingham, 
will help to regenerate the area. Does he mean Smethwick? 
Or the areas of Birmingham that border Sandwell? 

Has the leisure services committee looked into other 
areas of the borough needing regeneration, i.e Tipton, 
Wednesbury, or West Bromwich itself? Or are they once 
again being conned by a larger authority into investing in a 
facility that will be inaccessible to the majority of Sandwell 
residents, but accessible to residents across the boundary.

Mr Eling also stated that they have no costing for the 
leisure centre as yet, but only a few weeks ago it was stated 
that the residents of Sandwell are looking at investing in 
the region of £30m. Where is this money going to come 
from, will he propose a rise in council tax to cover it? 

KEITH V JOYCE
Wednesbury

IT’S that time of year where we are all 
thinking about a resolution for us to 
adhere to in the New Year.

People who know me understand 
that I have been planted in this mod-
ern tecky world and have no passion 
for its push button flat screen culture. 
I am old school. I like to turn pages of 
books. I like to pay for stuff over the 
counter.

Without Scott my radio show would 
be none existent. While I chat away 
to guests Scott is doing all the stuff I 

know I should do but something trig-
gers in my brain that tells me ‘No 
Resist!’ It’s as if a part of me will be 
destroyed if I fall into the push button 
culture. So my New Year’s resolution 
is to continue to use my cheque book 
much to the annoyance of staff at my 
bank and the service calls I get to take 
up all of their offers to stop using it.

It’s not the only tactile thing I con-
tinue to do in a kind of subversive way 
but it’s strange the satisfaction it gives 
me to tear off a written cheque place 

it in an envelope and take it to a post 
box rather than hit the go button on a 
flat screen.

I love my cheque book and it will re-
main as much a part of me for as long 
as I can prevent it being taken away. I 
fear the day a new replacement isn’t 
sent but a letter is received instead, to 
inform me I can no longer use that fa-
cility. Have a great New Year.

DR BRIAN DAKIN
(AKA Billy Spake Mon)
Rowley Regis

Keeping tecky progress firmly in cheque

How about looking
at helping borough?

Clegg’s rise
will inspire
the useless

BIRMINGHAM’S 2022 
Commonwealth Games’ 
venue for track cycling?

The West Midlands has 
produced many very fine 
track riders over the years 
including, four time world 
champion and Common-
wealth Games gold med-
allist Hugh Porter, MBE; 
the late Tommy Godwin; 
the late Trevor Bull; Tre-
vor Gadd; Jess Varnish and 
Helen Scott, MBE, to name 
but a few. 

Many of those riders 
would have trained and 
raced on the outdoor track, 
Salford Park, Birmingham, 
which was very sadly demol-
ished in the 1990s without 
being replaced.

The five indoor velo-
dromes existing within the 
UK work. They produce 
champion riders and make 
a huge impact on participa-
tion levels within their re-
gion. I would urge all those 
with the power and influ-
ence to ensure a new indoor 
velodrome is built within 
Birmingham.

DAVID VINER
Trustee Halesowen
Athletic & Cycling Club
Chair Cycling Section

Make sure
velodrome
is on track

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
POST

Sandwell Chronicle,
Chronicle Editorial,
51-53 Queen Street

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES

EMAIL
sandwell.chronicle@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters.

Code of Practice: 
Our policy is to correct er-
rors as soon as we can. 
The Chronicles adhere 
to the Editors’ Code 
of Practice, which can 
be seen at www.ipso.
co.uk. If you are unhap-
py with the accuracy of a 

story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1ES
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WinterWinter

FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS

Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give RYDALE a ring...

Windows, Doors, Conservatories,
Orangeries, Porches, Fascias
and Soffit Boards

MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JANUARY INSTALLATIONS

eplace the existing roof on
our conservatory and create a

comfortable environment and a
room you can use all year round

Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we
have been in business for more than 30 years.

No deposits or stage payments,
you only pay when the installation
has been completed

Visit one of the largest
conservatory and window
shrowrooms in the UK

Supplied & Fitted...
across the Midlands

Repair Service
Available

Re
yo

has been c

WINTER
SALE

Our
33rd
2018

Order a conservatory or full
house of windows and
you will get a full cleaning
service on your guttering or
windows or conservatory or
drive totally FREE.

Rydale take securityvery seriously Guaranteedhigh securityon ALL productsFull details onrequest

ULTIMATE SECURITY GUARANTEE

Cleaning Services now
available to restore all
your uPVC products.
Guttering and Driveways
cleaning available.

Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed

Actor Duane backs Demi 
cause to help students

AN international TV star has thrown 
his weight behind a charity which was 
launched in memory of a promising stu-
dent who died in a horror crash on the 
M6.

British NCIS actor Duane Henry is support-
ing the D.E.M.I Trust, set up by the family of 
Demi Nicholson, who lived in Winson Green, 
Birmingham.

The star, who went to Dudley College and is orig-
inally from Birmingham, knew Demi growing up in 
the city. Demi, aged 21, was a promising law student 
and in the final year at Liverpool Hope University 
when she was killed on the northbound of the M6, 

near Wednesbury, last year as her Vauxhall Corsa 
collided with a blue BMW.

A special ball at Villa Park on Saturday, promot-
ing the charity, which will support students from 
low-income families, has sold out with more than 
300 people who attended at the Holte Suite in the 
stadium. The event has received a further boost 
with the star of the popular crime drama pledging 
to send merchandise from NCIS to help build the 
fundraising total.

Henry filmed a message pledging his support for 
the charity, in which he said: “I’d like to talk about 
a cause that is very close to people in Birmingham 
and close to myself.

“A young lady who I happened to know in an area 
where I grew up, her name was Demi Nicholson. She 

tragically passed away. In honour of that, she was 
studying at uni, we, everyone in the neighbourhood, 
have come together with an idea of giving starter 
packs to under-privileged children in the area to 
help them out with school supplies.

“If I can help, I will help by sending in some mer-
chandise from the NCIS show; scripts and memora-
bilia to give for a fundraiser. If you guys would like 
to get involved just type in DEMI Trust and you’ll 
get all the information you need.”

More than 1,000 people turned out for the funeral 
of the popular student. Her mother Novlet Nichol-
son and aunts Wendy Nicholson and Valerie George 
have set up the D.E.M.I Trust, which stands for 
Dream Enormous Make an Impact, in her name. 

Actor Duane Henry, who plays Clayton Reeves in the US crime thriller series NCISLaw student, Demi Nicholson, M6 crash victim

Supporters
of Villa in
grant boost
ASTON Villa FC supporters and the 
local community are set to benefit 
from an improved match day experi-
ence at Villa Park, following the news 
that the Aston Villa Foundation has 
been awarded a grant of £18,900 from 
the Premier League Fans Fund.

The grant will enable the Aston 
Villa Foundation to develop their Fan 
Zone area and extend the offering of 
activities to fans on match days. The 
Aston Villa Foundation will also re-
cruit volunteers to be ‘Match Day 
Game Makers’ – providing advice and 
information for match attendees and 
supporting the new area.

The funding will also allow the club 
to deliver heritage workshops in local 
primary schools, which will educate 
pupils on the history of the club. As 
a result of these new initiatives, the 
Aston Villa Foundation hopes to in-
crease fan engagement across all 
demographics and hope that the com-
bination of workshops and increased 
fan activity on match days will enable 
them to attract new supporters and 
retain existing ones.

The Premier League Fans Fund 
is a commitment from the Premier 
League to fund projects and organi-
sations which improve links between 
fans and their clubs, the way football 
supporters engage with each other, 
and fans’ experience of the game.

Plan for home of
multiple occupants
PLANS have been lodged with 
Sandwell Council for a property in 
Smethwick to be turned into a house 
of multiple occupancy for eight peo-
ple.

The change of use plans for the 
house in Bearwood Road were sub-
mitted along with a single storey rear 
extension.

Connexions
opening up
opportunities
A CAREERS advice organisation is 
holding its annual New Year event 
to help young people aged between 
14 and 19 get into work and employ-
ment.

Connexions Sandwell will hold the 
event at Sandwell College’s Central 
Sixth campus in West Bromwich on 
January 20 between 10am and 2pm 
for those who wish to attend.

There will be around 45 colleges, 
universities, apprenticeship and 
training providers and professions in-
cluding law and accountancy there to 
give young people advice.

Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet 
member for children’s services, said: 
“Last year’s event was really success-
ful and attracted more than 1,300 
people. I urge young people to come 
along and get advice that could help 
in making choices about qualifications 
and careers.”

Parents and carers are also wel-
come to attend the upcoming event.

There will also be a chance to win 
an iPad.

For more information, contact Con-
nexions Sandwell on 0121 569 2955.

Player burgled as
he plays in match
ALBION winger James McClean had 
his house was burgled while he was 
playing for the Baggies in their 2-1 
defeat to West Ham.

The winger, who scored Albion’s 
goal in the first half last Tuesday, told 
the Derry Journal he had a television 
and a £26,000 watch taken.

When he got home he found his 
house had been ransacked and he re-
vealed the robbery on Instagram, say-
ing: “When you get home from a last 
min defeat and your house has been 
robbed... thieving, smelly b******s! 
Great night!”
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Telephone:
0121 557 6885

OPENING HOURS:
MON-SAT 10AM-5.30PM

SUNDAY 10AM-4PM
PICTURES FOR

GUIDANCE ONLY

BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE,

CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE,
DUDLEY DY4 8XF

OTTOMAN LIFT UP STORAGE BED
FRAME IN EXPRESSO BROWN

CALYPSO SOFA IN BROWN OR BLACK
AMAZING VALUE !!
WAS £339 HALF PRICE
MELTDOWN PRICE £169.50

CHOOSE FROM OUR
UNRIVALLED STOCKS
OF MOBILITY CHAIRS
IN LEATHER &
FABRIC. MANY
MODELS TO
CHOOSE FROM
SAVING UP TO
50% EG
ROBERTO LIFT &
TILT IN LEATHER

MEGAN 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER SOFAS
IN BEIGE OR GREY FABRIC
WAS £1199 SAVE £600

MELTDOWN PRICE £599 THE PAIR!

BLOOMSBURY VIBRANT ACCENT
CHAIR – CHOICE OF COLOURS

BOSS RECLINER CORNER SUITE
IN RED, GREY & TAN
WAS £1999 SAVE £1100

MELTDOWN PRICE £899
ALSO AVAILABLE AS 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER

PLUS...UP TO 75% OFF OCCASIONAL ITEMS
Huge range of
mirrors, bar stools,
lamps, pictures,
coffee tables etc.

OFF
EVERYTHING!

BEDS - DIVANS - MATTRESSES
DIRECT FROM OUR FACTORY

OUR LOW, LOW PRICES
JUST GOT EVEN LOWER!!

£1,000,000 WORTH OF QUALITY FU
DRASTICALLY REDUCED IN PRICE!

MANY ITEMS IN STOCK FOR NEXT DAY DELIVERY!
YOU WILL NOT FIND BETTER VALUE FOR MONEY ANYWHERE IN THE COUNTRY!

( )0% APR REPRESENTATIVE
SUBJECT TO STATUS
Available on many sale items.

Exclusions apply. See instore for details.

MELTDOWN
BARGAINS

PAIR OF ALL ITALIAN LEATHER 2 SEATER
SOFAS (HARVEY) IN PILLAR BOX RED

DISPLAY MODELS TO CLEAR !
WAS £1895 SAVE £1000

MELTDOWN PRICE £895 THE PAIR !!

3 SEATER SOFA & ARMCHAIR (BAILEY)
IN QUALITY CREAM ITALIAN LEATHER

WAS £1699 SAVE £1000
MELTDOWN PRICE £699

MYERS 2 DRAWER SINGLE DIVAN
IN GREY FABRIC COMPLETE WITH

FREE STANDING BUTTON HEADBOARD
& QUALITY LEXUS MATTRESS

WAS £599 SAVE £350 ONE ONLY !
MELTDOWN PRICE £249

SOLID LIGHT OAK DOUBLE BEDFRAME
(OAKRIDGE) & MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

WAS £599 SAVE £350
MELTDOWN PRICE £249

KENT SINGLE SILVER METAL BEDFRAME
COMPLETE WITH MATTRESS

WAS £199 SAVE £120
MELTDOWN PRICE £79

TALL SOLID OAK CHEVAL MIRROR
WAS £189 SAVE £100 ONE ONLY !

MELTDOWN PRICE £89

UPTO 12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT
MADRID 3 SEATER AND 2 SEATER

SSSOOOFFFAAASSS WWWIIITTTHHH AAATTTTTTRRRACTIVE
SSSADDLE
STITCH
DESIGN

SAVE
£720

WWWWAAASSS £1395
MELTDOWN

PRICE

£675
THE PAIR!

WAS £299 50% OFF
MELTDOWN PRICE £149

WAS £699 50% OFF
MELTDOWN PRICE £349

MELTDOWN PRICE £249

CRUSHED VELVET DOUBLE
DIVAN BASE WITH MEMORY
MASTER MATTRESS & CRYSTAL
BUTTONNED
HEADBOARD

WAS £499
HALF
PRICE

MELTDOWN UP TO 50% OFF

100’S OF METAL FASHION BEDS
IN STORE – COME & SEE !

HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES,
DDDIIIVVVAAANNNSSS &&& MMMAAATTTTTTRRREEESSSSSSEEESSS TTTOOO
TAKE
AWAY

IMPERIAL DOUBLE PLATINUM FINISH
VICTORIAN STYLE BEDFRAME COMPLETE
WITH LUXURY COIL SPRUNG ORTHO
MATTRESS IN BELGIAN DAMASK

MELTDOWN
PRICE

£399
KING
SIZE

JUST
£50

EXXXTRA!

WAS £899 SAVE £500

SSSIIINNNGGGLLLEEE MMMAAATTTTTT FFFRRROOOMMM £39
DOUBLE MATT FROM £59
KING MATT FROM £79

SILVER METAL BUNK BEDS
(MAKES 2 SINGLES IF REQUIRED)
WITH 2 QUALITY SPRUNG
MATTRESSEEESSS
WAS £399
HALF PRICEEE
ONLY 20
SETS PER
STORE
MELTDOWN
PRICE

£199

PLUS

MATTTTRESS
NOT IIINCLUDED

SINGLE WAS £399 MELTDOWN £199
DOUBLE WAS £499 MELTDOWN £249

KING WAS £599 MELTDOWN £299

URNITURE
RICE!

FURTHER
REDUCTIONS
Come
and see
instore!

Cloudy2Clear
GUARANTEE All
Customers That An
Average Quote Will
Take No Longer Than
20 MINS!!!

Has Your Double
Glazing Steamed Up?

advertorial

Cloudy2Clear Windows...
Service With A Smile!

Established for over a decade
Cloudy2Clear windows have
become a leading company
for glass replacement. Issues
with double glazing can
often be gradual and may
only be noticed during a
clear sunny day or during
the winter. A failed glass unit
may no longer provide you
with the protection you need
or be energy efficient. Why
not spend a few minutes
checking your home to see if
you have any failed double
glazing? If you act now you
can avoid these problems.
Now, you may think you

need to replace the whole

window including the frames
and all the hardware, however
Cloudy2Clear have come up
with a simple and cost saving
solution… Just replace the
glass!!
If you see condensation

in your windows just visit
our website or give us a
call on 0800 61 21 118. We
will send out our highly
experienced engineers for a
free no obligation quote. A
Cloudy2Clear quote takes
on average no longer than
20minutes. Once the quote is
completed, we will sit downwith
you and explain the problem
and tell you howwe can fix

it. With years of experience
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of
knowledge and are recognised
as aWhich Trusted Trader,
plus our work is backed by
an industry leading 25 year
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also
replace faulty locks handles
and hinges on all windows and
doors.
Your friendly local

Cloudy2Clear specialist
is James Stanley and
he services Walsall and
surrounding areas.
So, if your windows are

steamed up, broken or damaged
give James a call for a free
quotation on 0800 61 21 118.

Patients hail charity 
and health trust link 
A UNIQUE collaboration be-
tween the British Red Cross 
and a hospital trust has been 
praised by patients benefit-
ing from the service.

Two support workers from the 
Red Cross are visiting patients at 
home following their discharge 
from Sandwell and West Birming-
ham Hospitals NHS Trust, and of-
fering them a befriending service, 
in addition to carrying out essen-
tial errands such as shopping and 
collecting prescriptions.

The initiative helps those who are 
at risk of being re-admitted and it en-
sures people can often remain in their 
own homes.

Brilliant
Funding has been provided as part 

of its social responsibility policy by the 
imaging specialist company Canon, 
which has worked with the Red Cross 
for more than 10 years. This means 
the 18-month project will pay for both 
the support worker roles and a service 
co-ordinator. 

All three are based at Sandwell Hos-
pital and work alongside the commu-
nities and therapies team, who will 
identify patients in need of extra sup-
port. One of those patients is Graham 
Harrison, of Oldbury, who hailed the 
service as a “brilliant idea”.

The 76-year-old was discharged 
from Sandwell Hospital in October 
after having a stroke. Since then, he 
has been regularly visited by support 
worker Pauline Nettleford.

“It’s been an absolutely fantastic 
service,” said the former karate in-
structor. “When I came out of hospital, 
I couldn’t do anything. I had a lot of 
help from the nurses and physiother-

apists, but also from Pauline. She’s 
offered to go shopping for me, accom-
pany me to hospital appointments, 
take my dog for a walk – and even take 
me for a walk. 

”I think the partnership is a bril-
liant idea.”

Sandra Kennelly, clinical team 
leader for Primary Care, Community 
and Therapies at SWBH, said: “If 
there is any urgent therapy or nurs-

ing required then we can provide that. 
However, there are some patients who 
we feel need more of a social input and 
that is where this partnership with the 
Red Cross works perfectly.”

Chris Leek, independent living 
service manager for the British Red 
Cross, said: “The collaboration allows 
SWBH’s community services to meet 
medical needs while the Red Cross pro-
vides support for non-medical needs.”

From left, Kate Rowley, Paul Bennett, trainee advanced nurse practitioner, 
patient Graham Harrison and Red Cross support worker Pauline Nettleford
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SEASONALSAVINGS

24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ

Telephone: 01384 442 490
www.carerawindows.co.uk

DOORS . PORCHES . ORANGERIES . CONSERVATORIES

Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches.
Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it
opened in 1989. Call them now for your FREE no obligation quotations. Our
visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes Visit our large beautiful showroom with

all products on display for a warm welcome

Top Quality A Rated

Products At Great Prices

Yale Locking Systems

Swish Window & Door Systems

Payment On Completion

Full 10 Year Guarantee

No Deposit Required

CALL US
NOW

Proud to have worked with

S

WINDOWS . D

If your getting3 quotes makesure Carera isone of them!!!!Call us TODAY01384 442490

Weight for it! As players
are on target for fitness

IT’S the football league that gives 
players the chance to score some 
goals while losing weight.

And now the Man vs Fat players are 
celebrating after losing around 230kgs in 
weight.

The calorie burning boys have seen up to 
55 players shed weight with their love for the 
game. The Tipton-based group has just finished 
a 10-week season.

Fitness trainer and organiser Mark Phillips, 
aged 39, from Tipton, said: “Since we have 
started we have lost around 230kgs. 

“It started in September and it is a weight 
loss league so how it works is they get weighed 
in each week and whatever they get is a goal or 
half a goal added to each team.

“It is all about weight loss, it is all about foot-
ball as well – it is kind of like a Slimming World 
group but for men. 

“It is appealing for a lot of men because ob-
viously, men don’t feel comfortable about going 
to weight watchers and slimming group with a 
lot of women in.

“It is coming up with an answer for where 
men actually go to – the common factor to get 
men involved most time is football.”

The men get weighed in and play six-a-side 
matches with rolling substitutes – so everyone 
has a chance to rest.

Mr Phillips continued: “I am a coach but I 
also run a weight loss business myself across 
the UK, I have done many different things but 
this is one of the things I really wanted to get 
interested in and bring into my portfolio.

“It has gone very well, the weight loss has 
gone extremely well. 

“We have WhatsApp groups – the men talk 
all week about recipes, about supporting each 
other and what they are going to do to help each 
other. 

“It is a communication system where they 
have all formed into teams, some very good 
friendships are forming and they are helping 
each other overcome weight loss problems. 

“It is a great way instead of being isolated on 
your own. 

“A lot of new Man vs Fat groups are popping 
up across the UK, it is raging all across the UK 
and there is about 30 to 35 Man vs Fat groups 
now.

“It is really engaging men’s interests and we 
are just a small part of the Midlands side.”

Meetings take place every Friday between 
7pm and 9pm at RSA Academy in Tipton.

Players in action at one of the sessions which take place every Friday On the pitch at RSA Academy in TiptonMan vs Fat organiser Mark Phillips with the ball

Rock  tributes
to  Moody’s  Ray
THE Moody Blues’ Justin Hayward and 
John Lodge have paid tribute to their for-
mer band member Ray Thomas, who died, 
following prostate cancer, at the age of 76.

Hayward said: “Ray was a kind, gener-

Homophobic abuse
passenger sought
POLICE are on the hunt for a man who 
made homophobic comments towards a 
passenger while on a train to Wolverhamp-
ton. A 23-year-old man was travelling to 
the city on December 23, on the 7.03pm 

ous and giving musician 
and friend through all 
those magical years for 
the group, and I treas-
ure all the music we 
made together.”

Lodge said: “Ray and 
I have been on this mag-
ical journey through life 
together since we were 
14... two young kids 

from a council estate in Erdington, who 
reached for the stars.”

Thomas, flautist and vocalist in the 
Birmingham-based band, was Born in 
Stourport-on-Severn on December 29, 
1941, Thomas started out in blues groups 
in the 1960s and later formed The Moody 
Blues alongside Mike Pinder, Denny Laine, 
Graeme Edge and Clint Warwick.

Ray Thomas

service.
He went to use the 

toilet and, while wait-
ing for it to become 
available, was abused 
by a man in the same 
carriage. CCTV footage 
showed the same man 
putting a teenage boy 
in a headlock, who was CCTV footage

also queuing for the toilet.
The offender then got off in Wolver-

hampton, but told the station manager he 
was heading to Shrewsbury. 

Anyone who recognises the man in the 
attached image should contact police as 
soon as possible, as officers believe he may 
have information which could help the in-
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REST ASSURED MEMORY 800 DOUBLE PLATFORM TOP
DIVAN WITH DRAWERS & MEMORY FOAM
Normal £729 | Sale £549

£449

SAVE

£500
SAVE

£280
£££111777999

LOOOUIS LEANER MIRROR (69 X 35”)

£39999
ARCHIE
TUB CHHHAIR

OVATION CORNER GROUP (INCLUDES CUSHIONS)
Normal £1399 | Sale £949
OVATION CORN
£799

SAVE

£600

PAVIA MARBLE DINING TABLE AND 4 CHAIRS
Normal £1399 | Sale £1199
PAVIA MARBL
£899

Don’t miss your final opportunity to take advantage of
extra discounts off all sale prices throughout all departments.

There’s never been a better time to save on furniture, carpets,
beds, homewares and much more, including all the

famous brand names.

Pay nothing for a year, no deposit, interest free.

At we’ve got a really big
store full of little wonders...

0% APR
R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. B11 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300
Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500

cousinsfurniture.co.uk

Open 7 days a week
Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm

Established 1985
FREE PARKING

INSTORE RESTAURANT
LARGE STOCKS

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

Our price promise
to you, we won’t be
beaten on price! *PROMISE

PRICEDeferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in full one year from the
date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, online offers, web specials
and in-store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in
this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 14.01.18 except where stated. See website for Price Promise details.

WINTER SALE

EXTRA
DISCOUNT

OFF ALL SALE PRIC

Offer ends th
Sunday!

A

TS
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PROUDLY holding up a Smile for Joel
wristband, the Duchess of Cornwall
has given her royal seal of approval to
the Black Country organisation.
The fundraising charity was set

up by Suzy Evans and her son Owen
Richards after their family was torn
apart by the 2015 beach terror attack
in Tunisia. Suzy’s teenage son Joel
Richards, aged 19, her brother Adrian
Evans, 49, and father Patrick, 78, all
died while on holiday together.
Tens of thousands of pounds have

been raised by Smile for Joel since its
inception through various events from
celebrity football matches to fun runs
and races which have taken place in

the victims’ name, in Sandwell Valley
Country Park.
Dozens of celebrities have thrown

their backing behind the group’s ef-
forts, including Man City manager
Pep Guardiola and David Cameron –
with the Duchess the latest.
A Smile for Joel statement says:

“Thank you to everyone for all your
amazing wristband pictures.
“For our last one for 2017, we

would like to share a special one.
Thank you to HRH the Duchess of
Cornwall.”

Smile for Joel gets a
royal seal of approval

The Duchess with her Smile for Joel

BBC Strictly Come Dancing star Giovanni Pernice –
who reached the finals of the hit show with his celebrity
partner, Debbie McGee – is set to head back out on tour
with his new dance show Born To Win, that features a
Birmingham date.
Giulia Dotta, Kai Widdrington, Emily Barker, and

Curtis Pritchard, professional dancers on Dancing with
the Stars Ireland are returning to join him and his lead-
ing lady, Luba Mushtuk, once again after the success of
2017 show Dance Is Life.
They will also be joined by Stephen Vincent and Kylee

Brown, who have both performed around the world in
stage show Burn the Floor.
The show will tell a stunning tale of love and passion,

with dances such as the paso doble and the Argentine
tango, plus you can expect other favourites like the
quickstep, and the Viennese waltz.
Born To Win comes to Birmingham’s Crescent The-

atre on April 14.

Strictly dance star
Giovanni set for tour

NATIONAL Express, which runs bus services in the
West Midlands, has been shortlisted for two catego-
ries in the British Quality Foundation UK Excellence
Awards.
It is a finalist in the employee engagement category

for its development of an innovative mobile health bus
that protects the wellbeing of all its employees. Its
coach division is shortlisted for the innovation in sus-
tainability and society category for its Youth Promise.
Its purpose-built health bus, complete with a fully

trained nurse and consultation rooms, visits National
Express bus garages offering free health advice and
support to all employees. Since it was launched three
years ago more than 5,000 people have been in.
The Youth Promise provides work experience for

young people and also sees staff volunteering their
time to help youth charities and fundraising.
Tom Stables, managing director of National Express

UK, said: “I’m very proud that we’ve been shortlisted.”

National Express up
for quality awards

By David Cosgrove

Teenagers
locked up
for robbery
at Co-op
TWO teenagers brandishing a gun
and an axe threatened a terrified
shop assistant before escaping with
a swag of cash, cigarettes and alco-
hol, a court heard.
The pair, who were both 16 at the time, have been

locked up for the ‘well-planned, well-oiled’ robbery
at the Co-op store in Tipton last March.
A third youth, who carried a knife, is still at large.
The gang jumped on to the counter at the Upper Church

Report by Marion Brennan

The store in Tipton

Ugly Kid Joe in Brum
AMERICAN rock band Ugly Kid Joe are heading to Bir-
mingham later this year.
The band formed in 1987, with their name spoofing an-

other band named Pretty Boy Floyd.
To date, Ugly Kid Joe have released four full-length al-

bums, two compilation albums and two EPs.
The band broke up in 1997, but announced a reunion

in 2010.
Ugly Kid Joe will play Birmingham’s O2 Institute 2 on

April 19, 2018. Tickets are now on sale, for more informa-
tion, contact 0121 643 0428.

Lane branch and ordered
the lone assistant to open
the tills. One of them
pointed the gun in the face
of the employee who, fearing
for their safety, held open a
carrier bag for the robbers.
Wolverhampton Crown

Court heard how the shop
was not busy. They also
went with a change of cloth-
ing and covered their faces,
said MrWalter Bealby, pros-

ecuting. But the two defendants, who cannot be named be-
cause of their ages, were arrested just five days later after
one was spotted outside their former school with a knife
identical to that used in the the raid.
Clothing found dumped near the Co-op by an employee

contained DNA which also incriminated them. The axe was
recovered but as the gun was not found, sentencing took
place on the basis it was an imitation firearm.

Unthinkable
But Judge Amjad Nawaz told the pair: “Anyone con-

fronted with that could not, would not have known it was
anything other than a real gun. The fear it must have in-
stilled is unthinkable. No wonder he co-operated, even to
the extent of holding open the carrier bag for them.”
CCTV footage played to the court showed the gang enter-

ing the shop just after 8.30pm on March 23. At least £300
cash was taken. The court heard that both defendants were
of previous good character and had written letters of apol-
ogy to the court expressing remorse. The older of the two
was said to have had learning difficulties at school and was
thought to be on the autistic spectrum. He owned up to the
offences straight away while his partner in crime initially
denied involvement.
The pair, from West Bromwich, each pleaded guilty to

robbery. The younger of the two, who also admitted pos-
sessing an offensive weapon, was sentenced to 41 months
in a youth offender institution. His accomplice, who also
admitted possessing a firearm with intent to cause fear,
was sentenced to 32 months detention.

11

S
a
n
d
w
e
ll
C
h
ro
n
ic
le
Thursday,January

11,2018



YOU CAN HAVE YOUR DREAM COME TRUE

WAKE UP TO NEW WINDOWS IN 2018

UNTIL 31st JANUARY 2018
GET GREY WINDOWS FOR THE PRICE OF WHITE

* Some Exclusions Apply

JANUARY SALE

WINDOWS
DOORS
CONSERVATORIES
PORCHES
GUARDIAN ROOF

FANTASTIC
RANGE &

STYLES FOR
ALL BUDGETS

www.westmidlandsglazing.com
Friendly, personal touch and jobs completed to high standards

77 OVEREND STREET,
WEST BROMWICH, B70 6EY

0800 080 7076/ 0121 532 078410
YEAR
Guarantee

BESPOKE
REQUIREMENTS

NO
PROBLEM

Business built on reputation
West Midland Glazing Co Ltd is a
family-run business first established 
in 1977 – installing new build and
replacement windows and doors, for
both local and commercial markets.

The company is passionate about 
quality, with only the best materials and
components making the collection. 
The business is built solidly on 
recommendations, ranging from local 
homeowners to national building
companies.

The firm boasts a skilled team with
lots of experience and aims to always 

offer attention to detail. It focuses on 
home improvements, windows, doors,
conservatories, extensions, porches
and Guardian Roofs.

Bespoke designs are no problem 
and the company offers tailor-made,
long-lasting products which are
both great value for money and are
environmentally friendly. There is also a
10-year guarantee on all work.

A spokesman said: “You’ll benefit
from a large range of affordable high
quality options and be guided every
step of the way. 

“So expect a courteous, personal and
professional service.”

Not only do they install superior
quality windows, they also plan
windows that will fit accurately and will
complement your home beautifully.
They take precise measurements, 
taken by their fitting engineers, and
only work with expert manufacture
teams who work to very high
standards.

Visit the showroom in West Bromwich 
or just give them a call for more 
information and friendly expert advice.

West Midland Glazing Co Ltd is passionate about quality using only the best materials and components

MadeiraPearloftheAtlantic CyprusWinterSun

Prices correct at the timeof publication, subject to fluctuation andavailability. The final pricewill dependonyour chosen airport, airline andflight time. Air holidayoperated by
OmegaHolidays underATOLNo.6081. Tours offered subject to availability. Errors andomissions excepted. Prices shownare per person, basedon twopeople sharing adbl/twin
room. Single supplements apply.

in association with

For more information
or to book, please call:

or visit online at:

Quote OMRT03300 130 051
omegabreaks.com/RT

ABTANo. V4782

033 numbers are free within inclusive
minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

Departing Monday 19 Feb
from Birmingham (BHX)

Departing Wednesday 21 Feb
from Birmingham (BHX)

Price Includes...
� Return flights to Madeira incl. transfers

� 1 piece of hold luggage per person

� 7 nights all inclusive at the Hotel Raga, Funchal
(breakfast, lunch, dinner, afternoon tea/coffee
and cake and selected drinks during meals)

� Services of a representative

Price Includes...
� Return flights to Paphos incl. transfers

� 1 piece of hold luggage per person

� 7 nights DBB at the Dionysos Central Hotel,
Paphos

� 1 glass of wine or beer plus tea and coffee
served with dinner

� Services of a representative

Madeira
Pearl of the Atlantic Cyprus Winter Sun

£734 £781
from from8 Days

by Air
8 Days
by Air

DudleyChronicle

Your Chronicle
AH941197_2018-01-08_WalsallChronicle_18x4 (1)_Omega RT

Keeper Josh Luxton, from Oldbury, with Kubwa the giraffe as 
the annual stocktake gets under way at Dudley Zoo

THE painstaking process of count-
ing every single animal at Dudley 
Zoo is under way for another year.

From Asha the Asiatic lioness 
to Zeb the black and white ruffed 
lemur, all the creatures at the 40-
acres site need to be counted for its 
annual stocktake.

The audit forms part of the li-

censing requirements for all UK 
zoos and wildlife parks.

Curator Richard Brown said: “We 
have more than 1,600 animals on 
site and 260 different species. 

“This start-of-year task is really 
just a confirmation exercise to make 
sure our yearly inventory tallies 
with the results.”

Sticking neck out for count

Machete attacker smiles
as he is sent to prison
A MACHETE-wielding attacker 
who almost sliced off his victim’s 
foot during a brawl over a drugs 
debt has been jailed.

Phillip Hall stuck his thumbs up and 
strolled out of the dock smiling after 
he was locked up for four years and 
nine months for wounding Lee Mi-
chael Jack.

The 53-year-old left his victim fighting 
‘life-changing’ injuries in intensive care 
after prising the blade from Mr Jack’s hand 
during the struggle.

Sentencing at Birmingham Crown Court, 
Judge Patrick Thomas QC said: “This is 
plainly a very serious case because the in-
juries caused were extremely serious and 
involved a very significant weapon.”

Mr Jack armed himself with the machete 
before going to Hall’s Wednesbury home to 
settle ‘some sort of financial dispute’, pros-
ecutor Ms Michelle Henley QC said.

Tendon
He threw himself at Hall with the blade 

before the defendant managed to grab it 
and strike the victim on July 9. The victim 
was left with a 12cm wound to his ankle, 
which ‘severed all the way through’ the leg 
muscle and Achilles tendon.

He was cut to his arm, head and elbow 
and suffered a fracture near his eye socket.

Part of Mr Jack’s finger was amputated, 
with the former scaffolder now unable to 
work following the attack, Ms Henley said.

Hall, of Friar Park Road, admitted 
wounding with intent to do grievous bodily 
harm. Claiming he was acting in self de-
fence, he was left with ‘relatively minor in-
juries’ including a cut to the ear and hand.

Defence barrister, Mr Andrew Fisher QC, 
said Mr Jack had taken drugs earlier in the 
day from Hall’s partner without paying. 
The defendant snatched the weapon from 
Mr Jack after he later threatened his part-
ner, who was with two children.

12

S
a

n
d

w
e

ll
 C

h
ro

n
ic

le
  

Th
ur

sd
ay

, J
an

ua
ry

 1
1,

 2
01

8



Call us today on

01384 254067
www.northstreetdentalclinic.co.uk

North Street
Dental and
Implant Clinic
An Independent Practice

www.denture-clinic.co.uk

Call us today on

0800 0285185
Denture Clinic also available at:

Richmond House,

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ

North St. Dental Clinic, 5 North Street, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 7DT

• Suction dentures • Complete dentures • Partial dentures • Copy dentures • Implant-retained dentures • Repairs service • Relines • Soft linings

A A

Looking younger than her 57 years, Jacky has recently
drawn up an unusual “bucket list”, though she’s quick to
point out: “I’m not dying.”
For Jacky, who was so ashamed of her teeth she walked

her dog at 5am to avoid meeting people, clever dentistry
at North Street has marked a new life chapter, punctu-
ated with a list of the all places she’s only dreamed of
dining.
The former chef and house manager at Hagley Hall

has undergone a major transformation after gum disease
ruined her smile, con dence and her ability to chew
properly.
Now, with four implants retaining an upper over-

denture and a partial lower traditional prosthetic, she’s
thrilled with her new look. “My jaw is sore from smil-
ing so much. No-one would ever know they are not my
natural teeth,” she says.

W
-

Even a trip as a dental tourist to Budapest failed to help
the 82-year-old.
After a lifetime of denture troubles, it was during a vis-

it to a friend at Wolverhampton she found fresh hope in
a newspaper article. For eight years the former Queen’s
Household domestic kept the cutting about the work of
Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS Eng GDC108353.
“I read it over and over again, then one day booked an

appointment,” she recalls.
“I could never bite an apple – the bottom denture was

all over the place – but the day I had my new dentures I
went out and had a steak. Steven has done for me what
no other dentist has. It’s been a long time coming, I’m so
grateful that I don’t have to put my hand over my mouth
any more.”

M
A retired community midwife, who was based in

Wordsley, the bubbly 60-something-year-old is quick to
af rm: “I love my new teeth.”
Adding, “you can’t tell they’re not my own,” Vicki

admits her smile has not always been her favourite at-
tribute.
“I’d grown tired of living my life around my uncom-

fortable dentures.
I never really stoppedgoingout, butwhen I did, Iwas al-

waysthinkingaheadwhereIcouldgototakemyteethout.”
Vicki’s treatment included two implants to stabilise a
lower prosthetic and the prescribing of high quality, tra-
ditional upper dentures to help support facial features.

“My husband, Terry, couldn’t believe they were so
good. Not to have to keep thinking about my teeth when
I’m out is such a relief,” she says.

The skilled die-sinker knows a thing or two about
clever engineering – and with multiple failing teeth, in-
stinctively realised that he too required the kind of skill
that sets him apart as an experienced factory problem-
solver.
For years he endured daily toothache, but crippled by

fear of the dentist, avoided treatment until he could no
longer tolerate the problems.
“I came here [North Street] and they promised to re-

store my smile, but they gave me back my life,” he adds.
After having six implants in his upper jaw to support a

complete arch of teeth and other remedial work,
John is now able to live his life without having to wor-

ry about his teeth.
And the dental phobia? “All staff were fantastic, I felt

so much at ease.”

Wheelchair
Friendly

P
Offroad
Parking

Level
Access

Find us on
FACEBOOK

ADVERTISEMENT

For these patients our procedures have been life changing. Could this be what you need in 2018?

OLD LIFE NEW LIFE. . .

Jacky Standish Theresa Reardon Vicki Ball John Clews

u r p

Theresa Reardon Vicki Ball
Predictably reassuring

Metro Mayor lays out plans to 
tax old diesels off the streets

METRO Mayor Andy Street has revised the idea of a West 
Midlands congestion charge to combat pollution from older 
‘dirty’ diesels vehicles

He was speaking as latest auto industry figures revealed a slump in 
demand for diesel cars last year. The idea of a London-style congestion 
charge has been proposed several times for Birmingham and the sur-
rounding area, including the Black Country, but has previously proved 
highly unpopular with the public.

Andy Street flagged up the rapid 
growth in demand for electric vehicles 
and said the whole industry could be 
seen moving towards offering more 
electric and hybrid options: “My own 
prediction is that this will grow very 
rapidly.” 

And he said he was determined that 
the West Midlands would be the centre 
for this new industry.

In the meantime Mr Street said the 
region was drawing up plans under 
the Government’s ‘clean air; strategy 
to tax heavily polluting older diesel ve-
hicles, including commercial vehicles, 
off the roads of the region’s towns and 
cities.

He said removing all diesel cars 
from the streets was “too simplistic”, 
adding: “New modern diesels are rel-
atively clean. Huge progress has been 
made in improving diesel combustion 
engines.

“What we do need to think about 
is how are we going to move the most 
polluting old diesels off our streets be-
cause the really damaging issue is the 
nitrogen oxide pollutants.”

In November’s Budget, Chancellor 
Philip Hammond announced a tax 
hike on new diesel cars from April 1. 

This came after the Government 
unveiled plans to ban the sale of all 
conventional diesel and petrol cars by 
2040.

A CELEBRATION in memory of 
one of Birmingham’s greatest musi-
cians, an appearance by David Bow-
ie’s drummer and concerts featuring 
some of the best contemporary female 
bandleaders are among the highlights 
of Jazzlines’ Winter/Spring 2018 pro-
gramme.

Jazzlines is a unique programme of 
creative jazz music and talent develop-
ment initiatives based within Perfor-
mances Birmingham Limited (PBL), 
the charity that runs Town Hall and 
Symphony Hall.

Kicking things off on January 25, 
My Iris is the latest ensemble pro-
ject from saxophonist,Trish Clowes 
at Eastside Jazz Club, Birmingham’s 
newest jazz venue.

On February 7, multi-award-win-
ning vocalist Zara McFarlane explores 
British-Jamaican identity with her 
heady combination of jazz, reggae, ca-
lypso and more at Kings Heath’s Hare 
and Hounds. 

The Andy Hamilton Centenary Cel-
ebration on March 25 at Town Hall 
celebrates the life of the legendary 
jazz musician Andy Hamilton MBE. 
Born in Jamaica, the tenor saxophon-
ist formed his first band in 1928 before 
moving to the UK in 1949. Settling in 
Birmingham, he eventually became a 
major figure in the city’s vibrant music 
scene. Much missed, Andy passed 
away in 2012, though his influence 
continues. 

For more information, see: www.
thsh.co.uk/jazzlinesThe Andy Hamilton Centenary Celebration is on March 25

Jazzlines announce new run of shows

Hawthorn
pub firm in
award hope
A MIDLANDS pub company is in the 
running for a top award. Hawthorn 
Leisure, which manages 300 pubs and 
is based in Marston Green, Birming-
ham, have been shortlisted as the 
UK’s best Pub Company just three 
years since they were formed.

In the Publican Morning Advertis-
er’s category of Leased & Tenanted 
Pub Company, Hawthorn Leisure is 
up against three family brewers and 
pub companies who have between 
them been running for five hundred 
years.

Chief executive Gerry Carroll said: 
“We founded the company on a strong 
ethos of partnership, working with 
our tenants to change the way pub 
landlords and tenants work together.

“We have made huge strides in 
shaping the way pub companies 
should be run and are hugely proud 
of the relationships our business man-
agers have formed with our fantastic 
pub partners who run great commu-
nity pubs. As a result, we have saved 
many pubs across the UK that other 
companies had previously written off, 
that is contributing to overturning 
the trend of pub closures.”

The company employs 50 people at 
head office in Birmingham.

Drink-drive arrest as 
car stops on tracks

A MAN was arrested on suspicion of 
drink-driving after a car was found 
stopped on train tracks.

Police were called after the Vaux-
hall was spotted stranded on the 
tracks near a level crossing on Cross-
wells Road, Langley. British Trans-
port Police confirmed a 50-year-old 
man from Oldbury was arrested on 
suspicion of drink driving on New 
Year’s Day, with a call coming into po-
lice at 11.58pm. The driver was later 
released while the police investigation 
continues.

City   gin   bar’s
sales   up   60pc
at   Christmas
A BOUTIQUE gin bar in Birming-
ham had its most successful Christ-
mas period yet with a 60 per cent rise 
in sales from the year before.

Called 40 St Pauls, it stocks more 
than 140 different gins, and in the 
lead-up to Christmas launched a new 
festive-themed drink, a hot chocolate 
gin and tonic.

Based in Cox Street, the owners of 
40 St Pauls generated further reve-
nue from private hire corporate and 
family events held at their premises 
– with almost every day in December 
booked up. The demand for private 
hire corporate and family events has 
seen revenue from its events arm 
grow from five per cent to more than 
30 per cent over the festive period. 

First-time business owner Aman-
jot Johl opened the bar in December 
2015, after noticing trendy gin was 
becoming increasingly popular. 
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Order from the comfort of your own home

0871 911 7011
www.expressandstarshop.co.uk

Order Hotline 0871 911 7011*
8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge.

Order online at
expressandstarshop.co.uk

Quote
79902

“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box if you do not want to hear from Midland News
Association Ltd.”

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) __________ Initial ______________ Surname ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Postcode _______________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Tel. (for queries only) ___________________________________________

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_____________________ Or please debit my card £_____________________ Mastercard Visa Maestro Issue No ____________

My card number is:
Start
date:

Expiry
date:

Security
Number:

PLEASE SEND ME CODE(S) QTY PRICE TOTAL

POSTAGE £4.95

TOTAL

RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (79902), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 2nd October 2017 – 2nd January 2018. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days.
These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY.

From only £49.99 plus £4.95 P&P

Daylight Lamps
SAVE UP TO

£30

Thanks to our daylight lamps, you can enjoy a natural sunlight effect all year round.

The flicker-free light helps reduce eyestrain, making it the perfect light for reading and long periods of
studying.

Also great for hobbies such as needlework, model-making and painting, helping to make colours more true
to life while improving contrast. Available in a choice of stainless steel-effect or brass-effect, these lamps
include a 27W low energy bulb that is equal in light output to a standard 150W bulb. A spare bulb is also
available.

The floor lamp measures 133cm high tilted at 90 degrees, and the base measures L26 x W33cm. The table
lamp measures 41cm high tilted at 90 degrees, and the base measures L22 x W18cm.

D3943 Table lamp stainless steel-effect £49.99 Was £79.99
D5553 Table lamp brass-effect £49.99 Was £79.99
D3944 Floor lamp stainless steel-effect £74.99 Was £99.99
D5552 Floor lamp brass-effect £74.99 Was £99.99
D3948 Spare bulb £9.99

SAVE

£20
WAS £79.99

Only £59.99 plus £4.95 P&P

Oil Filled Radiator

Combat the cold this winter with this 2000W oil-filled radiator.

With a nine fin design, adjustable thermostat and three temperature settings to choose from, this efficient
heater will ensure your home is kept chill-free throughout the colder months. Its castor wheels make
moving the radiator from room to room a breeze, and the simple controls are easy to use and understand.

There are three heat settings (800W/1200W/2000W) giving you the option of warming the room to a
comfortable temperature before switching to a lower setting, helping to maintain the warmth while using
less energy - saving you money on your electricity bill. Features a cable tidy for convenient storage.
Measures L41 x H55 x W24cm.

G0091 White Oil Filled Radiator
G1328 Black Oil Filled Radiator

Compact
Dehumidifier
Only £39.99 plus £4.95 P&P
Simple to operate, just place in any room affected
by damp.

It uses Peltier technology (no compressor) to suck
up to 250ml of water from the air each day.

The built-in fan blows out warm air to help dry out
damp areas even faster.

Compact and portable, it comes with an AC/DC
power adaptor. Measures L15 x W13 x H22cm.

D2676 Compact Dehumidifier

SAVE

£10
WAS £49.99

Stainless steel-effect floor lamp

Brass-effect
table lamp

Stainless steel-effect
table lamp
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6Catherine-De-Barnes Lane, Catherine-De-Barnes, Solihull. B62 0DJ

*on returned goods

70%
OFF
HURRYlimitedstockonOAK

PINE&PaintedfurnItUre

UPTO

*

furnitureOUTLETNOWOPEN!

COLLECT

furniture

SAMEDAY!

Newstockarrivingdaily!
MASSIVE RANGE OF QUALITY SECONDS FURNITURE AT OUTLET PRICES

Unit 4 Wednesbury Trading Estate WS10 7JN I Opening times: Mon - Fri: 9am - 8pm I Sat: 9am - 6pm I Sun: 10am - 4pm

FURNITURE

Delivery: £10 local, outside 5 miles is £20 & £45 outside 40 miles

%

Soaring Rimstock profits 
make wheely good year
SOARING turnover and prof-
its have capped a major year 
for alloy wheel maker Rim-
stock as it nears completion 
on a new 100,000 sq ft facto-
ry in West Bromwich.

The new site at Black Lake, just 
yards from Rimstock’s Church 
Lane headquarters, is part of a 
multi-million pound investment 
programme to build on the com-
pany’s position as the UK’s lead-
ing manufacturer of premium al-
loy and aluminium wheels.

At the same time the company has 
unveiled a new deal to supply the 
wheels for the new Griffith from Brit-
ish sportscar firm TVR.

Investors
Rimstock’s customers also include 

Aston Martin, Jaguar Land Rover, 
Toyota, Ford and Mercedes-Benz, 
while under its Team Dynamics brand 
it supplies more than 40 global motor-
sport series.

It’s latest accounts, filed at Compa-
nies House, reveal a dramatic surge in 
its performance in the year after its 
takeover by a new group of investors.

Pre-tax profit at Rimstock Ltd in the 
12 months to the end of March jumped 
to £540,560 from £23,825 the previous 
year. At the same time sales surged to 
£16.2 million, a 17 per cent-plus rise.

Rimstock chief executive Steve Lane 
said: “This investment will begin to 
yield results during 2018, as the new 
processes come on line, and our em-
ployees are fully trained.

“We have been delighted with the 
level of new inquiries and working on 
some very exciting projects including 
forged wheels for the new TVR Grif-
fithwhich will be on our stand at the 

forthcoming Autosport International 
Racing Car Show at the NEC.”

In the strategic report attached to 
the accounts, the company said: “Trad-
ing activity with several key customers 
increased with the commencement of a 
number of new car programmes. 

“The business managed to not only 
grow turnover but also improve profit 
margins through careful management 
of director costs. Administrative costs 

rose by almost £347,000 due to addi-
tional rent and rates as the factory 
expanded, while salary costs rose as 
Rimstock strengthened its manage-
ment team.”

It is hoped to see an increase in Rim-
stock’s workforce, which is currently 
224. Rimstock also aims to become a 
significant supplier to global premium 
automotive manufacturers as they ex-
pand their ranges of cars.

Steve Lane, CEO of Rimstock in West Bromwich
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up to the value of £250 FREE...
NO HIDDEN COSTS EVER!

ALWAYS FREE
EVERY WEEK EVERY DAY ALL YEAR!

Advertise any item FREE up to the
value of £250, simply fill out the details below

or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk
ADVERT DETAILS (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL)

SELL YOUR ITEMS
LOCALLYLL
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ADVERT 3

ADVERT 1

ADVERT 2

Name: Address:

Email:

Postcode: Tel Nº:

Please send to Classified Ads, Express & Star, 51-53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES

*Private advertisers only, no guns, no pets, no livestock. Limited time only.
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum

ClassifiedAdsBuy Local, Sell Local,
01902 317878

EEEAdvertise*Advertise

DubrovnikDiscoveryCruise LakeMaggiore&Como

Prices correct at the timeof publication, subject to fluctuation andavailability. The final pricewill dependonyour chosen airport, airline andflight time. Air holidayoperated by
OmegaHolidays underATOLNo.6081. Tours offered subject to availability. Errors andomissions excepted. Prices shownare per person, basedon twopeople sharing adbl/twin
room. Single supplements apply.

in association with

For more information
or to book, please call:

or visit online at:

Quote OMRT03300 130 051
omegabreaks.com/RT

ABTANo. V4782

033 numbers are free within inclusive
minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

Departing Sunday 13 May
from Birmingham (BHX)

Departing Sunday 13 May
from Birmingham (BHX)

Price Includes...
� Return flights to Dubrovnik incl. transfers

� 1 piece of hold luggage per person

� 7 nights B&B in a lower deck cabin on the cruise
ship

� 5 lunches and 2 dinners on board

� Guided walking tour of Dubrovnik Old Town

� Visits to Mljet, Hvar, Korcula, Trstenik, Elaphiti &
Sipan Islands

Price Includes...
� Return flights to Milan incl. transfers

� 1 piece of hold luggage per person

� 7 nights DBB at the Hotel Flora, Stresa

� Lake Maggiore cruise with visits to Isola Bella &
Isola Pescatori, Three Lakes tour of Maggiore,
Lugano & Como and scenic railway excursion to
Locarno, Switzerland

� Services of a resort representative

Dubrovnik
Discovery Cruise

Lake Maggiore
& Como

£1200 £909
from now from8 Days

by Air
8 Days
by Air

DudleyChronicle

Your Chronicle
AH941198_2018-01-08_WalsallChronicle_18x4 (2)_Omega RT
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Hospital criticised over 
care of dying pensioner
THE family of a man who died 
in hospital have criticised 
bosses after his health dete-
riorated rapidly in their care.

Frank Hayward was admitted 
to Sandwell General Hospital af-
ter he suffered a fall in his bed-
room.

Less than a month later his family 
received a call to come to the hospi-
tal as his condition had deteriorated 
dramatically. The 83-year-old died 10 
minutes before the arrival of family 
members, who were held up in snow. 
An inquest was opened last month into 
the former sheet metal worker’s death 
at Black Country Coroner’s Court.

It heard he suffered a bleed to the 
brain and had contracted Norovirus 
while inside the hospital. 

Following concerns from the family 
over his care, Russell Williams, senior 
coroners officer, adjourned the case 
until February 14.

Relatives of Mr Hayward, who 
lived in Rowley Regis, say they want 
and have submitted a complaint with 
Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS 
Trust, which runs the hospital. One of 
the examples of alleged incompetence 
by hospital staff was a failure to pro-

vide Mr Haywood with a neck collar 
which fitted.

They claim to have been told there 
was no other size, leaving the family 
to source its own collar. In a join state-
ment, the family said: “Frank’s care 
was pitiful from the offset with in-
competent staff and lack of thorough 
documentation being a common theme 
throughout his ordeal.”

They say Mr Hayward’s neck break 
was discovered 10 days’ into his hos-
pital stay. This ‘delay’ impacted his 
mental state, say the family, who 
believe it changed his mental state 

Frank Hayward, who died aged 83

‘dramatically’. The statement contin-
ues: “The hospital was attempting to 
fit a collar that did not fit Frank which 
exasperated his agitation – they put 
it on him multiple times despite this 
virtually choking his small frame. In 
response, we had to source a collar 
ourselves. The hospital and staff were 
useless in the quest to find a collar to 
fit Frank, yet our family was successful 
in tracking one down.”

The family have also hit out at the 
communication from the hospital, 
claiming documentation on Mr Hay-
wood’s care was ‘inconsistent’ and ‘in-
adequate’.

They added: “We will not let these 
last four weeks define Frank’s life, 
but they are ultimately in the family’s 
memories and will help fuel the fire to 
the decency that Frank deserved.”

Mr Hayward was admitted on No-
vember 12 and died on December 10. 
Mr Williams, at the inquest opener, 
said: “The family have grave concerns 
about the care and treatment Mr Hay-
ward was offered while in Sandwell 
Hospital.”

Elaine Newell, chief nurse at the 
trust, said: “I am very sorry that Mr 
Hayward’s family are unhappy with the 
treatment he received whilst he was in 
our care.”

THREE policemen who fought to save 
the life of a Smethwick man after he 
was knifed on a late-night bus are to 
receive top national honours for their 
actions.

The officers were called to Rook-
ery Road, Handsworth, last January 
where Leon Barrett-Hazle had been 
attacked with a pair of scissors by an-
other passenger on the No 11a bus.

Kieran Gillespie, aged 26, was sen-

tenced to life for the murder following 
a trial at Birmingham Crown Court in 
August. The judge said Gillespie, from 
Wellesbourne Road, Handsworth, 
would have to serve a minimum of 26 
years. The officers arrived at the scene 
to find 36-year-old Mr Barrett-Hazle 
in a pool of blood on the top deck of 
the bus, showing no signs of life after 
being stabbed at least 16 times.

They battled to stem the flow of 

blood from his wounds and also began 
administering cardiac pulmonary re-
suscitation (CPR) to the victim until 
medics arrived but were unable to save 
him. He was later pronounced dead at 
the scene.

Now police constables Daniel 
Adams, Joseph O’Regan and another 
officer who cannot be named, have 
been awarded Royal Humane Society 
certificates of commendation.

Stabbing drama police due for awards



A NEW YEAR - 
A FRESH START!

Saturday 13th January, 11am-3pm

LEAVING SCHOOL OR AGED 16-18? APPLY NOW!
0800 622 006 WWW.SANDWELL.AC.uk

VIEW
FACILITIES

COuRSE
INFORMATION

MEET STAFF &
STuDENTS

CAREERS
ADVICE

Central Sixth, New Street, WEST BROMWICH for A Levels
Central Campus, for all other courses and apprenticeships

THuRSday 8th March, 4PM-7pm
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SUPPLIERS OF ALL TYPES OF
PET FOOD & ACCESSORIES

Unit 1A, 175 Hill Street,
Smethwick B66 2AS
TEL: 0121 565 1187
MOB: 07462 301701

HAND
REARED
BIRDS

WE SELL
PET FISH

WE CAN ORDER LIVE FOOD FOR YOUR EXOCTIC PETS
AND WE HAVE ALSO STOCK FROZEN PET FOOD

CALL FOR INFORMATION

• LOVE BIRDS
• CANARIES
• BUDGIES
SELECTION OF CAGES FOR

ALL TYPE OF BIRDS

Great Bridge
Flowers

61 Great Bridge
DY4 7HF

07896 973965
0121 520 3774

Quote Sandwell Chronicle To Receive 10% discount

We specialise in
funeral tributes

131 High Street Princes End

TIPTON

www.unicornnurseryyry.co.uk

2018: Choose Unicorn Nursery
 Full-time Places 7.30 am to 6 pm 50 weeks a year
 Use your 30 hours a week FREE to reduce your fees for 3-4 year olds
 Use your 15 hours a week FREE to reduce your fees for 2 year olds
 Use your free hours flexibly, to suit you!
 We offer 1 adult to 8 children (for schools it’s 1 to 13) so we can give

your child that much more personal attention.
 Our setting is devoted to Early Years education, with dedicated teachers

providing a great curriculum. We don’t just manage young children; we
teach them. Available places 0-5 year olds, all meals included.

Places available. You can reserve your place NOW. Come and
drop in and have a look round (DY4 9JE) any time, or e-mail
info@unicornnursery.co.uk or telephone 0121 557 0011 for

more details, costs, etc.

Friday 16th February
Tickets £10.00 Enquiries 0121 557 0371
FRIDAY 16TH FEBRUARY

Tickets £10.00 Enquiries 0121 557 0371

B r o o k  S t r e e t  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t r e ,  B l o o m f i e l d  R o a d ,  T i p t o n  D Y 4  9 D D    t i p t o n c o m m u n i t y h u b @ h o t m a i l . c o m
R e g  C h a r i t y  N o .  1 1 6 2 7 1 6

£10k raised
by sleigh

Hub move
hailed as
‘exciting
project’

THE annual Santa’s sleigh 
tour of Tipton has raised 
more than £10,000.

Tipton Community Asso-
ciation ran the festive col-
lection during November 
and December across the 
area, calling on families in 
the early evening giving 
youngsters a magical fes-
tive treat.

Most of the £10,553.40 
raised will go to good 
causes, charities and youth 
organisations in the Tipton 
area.

It will also be helping 
with the development of 
Brook Street Community 
Centre.

Community hero Pauline in
gong for devotion to town

THE celebrations continue for Tipton’s com-
munity stalwart Pauline Hodgetts, who, after 
dedicating 40 years to improving her home 
town, was awarded the British Empire Medal.

She has strived to make the area a better place for 
four decades and is chairman of both the Friends of 
Victoria Park as well as the Friends of Tipton Cem-

A COUPLE who moved to the Black 
Country from Jamaica have marked six 
decades of married life.

Eunice and Diola Chambers, who 
ended up working in Tipton, married on 
the Caribbean island where they grew up 
and went to school together. 

It was love at first sight, according to 
Mr Chambers, now 85.

He explained: “I saw her in a dream 
then I saw her in real life and told her 
about the dream.

“We got together and then that was 
that, it was love at first sight.” 

Mr Chambers moved to Wolverhamp-
ton for work in 1960 and his wife fol-
lowed a year later. He said: “I moved 
over for work really. It was difficult at 
first and I wanted to go back but couldn’t 
afford it.”

Mr Chambers worked as a machine 
operator for British Leyland in Tipton, 
his wife, 82, worked at Midland County 
Dairies in Wolverhampton for a year and 
then moved to look after her children. 
They have five children, seven grandchil-
dren and one great-grandchild.

Mr Chambers said the secret of a 
happy marriage is simple – ‘love’. Diamond couple Diola and Eunice Chambers with their message from the Queen

Caribbean pair’s
sparkling 60th
is celebrated etery groups.

Ms Hodgetts led the cam-
paign for a British Legion 
island and a peace garden 
inside the cemetery.

She was described as the 
‘driving force’ for the Vic-
toria Park Sons of Rest, a 
group of retired locals who 
meet regularly at lunch-
times to enjoy social gath-
erings and has also ran 
a coffee morning for the 
over 50s group in her local 
church for the last six years.

She has been handed the 
honour for services to her 
community.

Ms Hodgetts said: “You 
just carry on on doing things 
because you really enjoy 
doing them and then you 
find out you’ve been recog-
nised like this.”

“It’s absolutely fantas-
tic. I just didn’t expect it at 
all and it makes me feel so 
proud of our community.”

Meanwhile, a respected 
scout leader with more 

than 80 years’ experience is 
among the unsung heroes in 
neighbouring borough Dud-
ley to be recognised in the 
New Year’s Honours.

Great-grandfather Derek 
Elton was awarded an MBE 
at the age of 96 for decades 
of service to scout groups in 
Stourbridge. He has been 
part of the scouts from the 
age of 15 and is still involved 
four years shy of his 100th 
birthday. 

PLANS to create a mul-
ti-million pound innovation 
hub, which will lead the 
worldwide development of 
‘very light rail’ technology 
have been hailed as one of 
the ‘most exciting regener-
ation projects’ to take place 
in Dudley.

The planning application 
for the centre including 
a pedestrian foot bridge 
which links the building to 
Tipton Road, were submit-
ted by Dudley Council and 
Warwick Manufacturing 
Group in recent weeks.

Councillor Ian Ket-
tle, cabinet member for 
planning and economic 
development, at Dudley 
Metropolitan Borough 
Council said: “This is one of 
the most exciting regener-
ation projects to take place 
in Dudley.

“If given the go ahead 
the innovation hub will put 
Dudley at the forefront of 
the world’s development of 
very light rail technology. 

“We will be able to mar-
ket this as a product world-
wide and significantly 
boost our opportunities to 
strengthen and grow our 
local economy.”

The planning application 
is expected to be deter-
mined in the spring. 

A separate planning ap-
plication for the test track 
was submitted to the coun-
cil’s planning department 
at the end of October and 
is waiting to be determined. 

FOCUS ON TIPTONTreasures
explained
A TALK looking at the 
history of items in a Black 
Country museum is taking 
place this month.

Treasures of the Mu-
seum is taking place at 
Dudley Archives and Local 
History centre, on Tipton 
Road in Dudley on Janu-
ary 17. The event is free to 
enter and sessions will run 
from 10.30am, 11.30am 
and 12.30pm.

Pre-booking is essential 
which can arranged by call-
ing 01384 815571.

Then two days later an 
adult craft session is due 
at the centre.

It is aimed at people who 
enjoy speaking. No skills 
are required.

Entry cost £6. Organ-
isers say pre-booking is 
essential, which can be 
arranged by calling 01384 
815571.

Pauline in the peace garden
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THE NEW

HEN & CHICKENS
BAR & GRILL

ALL FAMILIES WELCOME
Reserving Opening Times:

Monday - Sunday 12:00pm - 10.30pm

90 Hill Top, West Bromwich B70 0RT | 0121 439 3564 | Thenewhenandchicken@hotmail.com

SHOWCASING ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS ON MULTIPL

Traditional Indian food cooked by our experienced chefs

WE CATER FOR ALL FUNCTIONS
SO WHY NOT BOOK YOUR TABLE FOR

YOUR SPECIAL OCCASION

SSHOWCS

90 Hil

LE SCRE

s

R

EENS

@hotmail com
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WE’RE STILL INTO
YOU, PARAMORE

INSIDE

THEATRE + MUSIC + PUZZLES + TV GUIDE



PREMIERCARS
24 HOUR AIRPORT SERVICE PRIVATE HIRE

BOOKNOW01215527070

FULLY COMPUTERISED SYSTEM
TEXT BACK SERVICE
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS
ALL AREAS COVERED
MINIBUSES AVAILABLE

DOWNLOADOURAPP
TO:ORDERTAXIAND
TRACKYOURVEHICLE
OURFRIENDLYSTAFF
AREHERETOHELP

ANTIQUE COLLECTORS
& VINTAGE FAIR

UTTOXETER RACECOURSE
(SATNAVST14 8BD)A518 / A38 / SIGNPOSTEDA50

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
13TH & 14TH JANUARY

100 + STALLS INSIDE +
OUTSIDE PITCHES

10AM - 4PM ADM.£1.50
CHILDREN FREE

PLENTY OF FREE PARKING
ANTIQUE FORUM

01782 393660 / 07921659798

♥

Brandy
& Coke

Malibu
& Coke Vodka

& Coke
Pimms &
Lemonade

Archers &
Lemonade

5 Church Street, Oldbury B69 3AD
0121 544 0045

Get more for your money

Fish, Chips & Mushy Peas
Jacket Potato, Choice of Fillings

Bangers, Mash & Peas
Toad in the Hole

All day Breakfast with a choice of
toast, bread & butter or chips

Curry, Rice & Chips
Black Country Ploughmans

Sausage, Egg, Chips & Black Pudding

2 FOR 1

£7.99

WHITE SWAN

2 FOR 1
ON ALL

PUDDINGS

SPECIALITY
HOT DRINKS

INC FREE
SIDES

MONDAY
CLUB
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G
rammy Award-winners
Paramore returned with
their fifth album, After
Laughter, in spring 2017.
The new wave group
from Tennessee topped

the American rock charts and enjoyed
a top 10 hit in the main charts on both
sides of the Atlantic as critics were
dazzled.
The Observer said: ‘After Laughter could be one of

the year’s best pop albums’, the Sunday Times Culture
added: ‘After Laughter is a blast’, NME wrote ‘a pop
triumph’, The Sun said ‘their best music in years’ and DIY
awarded it full marks and described it as ‘perfect’.
The trio – Hayley Williams, Zac Farro and Taylor York –

have returned to the UK for a five-date, whistle-stop arena
tour, which reaches Arena Birmingham on Sunday.
The shows are the band’s first since June last year,

when they played five intimate gigs – including one at the
Royal Albert Hall – to coincide with the release of After
Laughter.
Having previously performed sold out shows at the

O2 Arena, Wembley Arena, and co-headlined Reading &
Leeds Festivals in 2014, fans are in for something special.
Their recent show at the Royal Albert Hall was a

triumph with DIY writing: ‘They say what doesn’t kill you
only makes you stronger and tonight, against the iconic
backdrop of the Royal Albert Hall, Paramore prove to be
at their most powerful yet’. The Evening Standard added:
‘Eighties-style synths and sleek guitars ruled the night at
this animated gig’. Q described it as ‘perfect’.
Paramore are four-times Grammy nominees and won

the Best Rock Song trophy at the 57th Annual Awards.
They have long established themselves as international
rock superstars.
Their previous self-titled album Paramore hit number

one in the UK and US upon release, and showcased a
string of blockbuster singles including two two-times
RIAA platinum-certified hits, plus smashes Still Into You
and Ain’t It Fun.
The band has enjoyed a truly remarkable run of

critically-acclaimed albums and singles since coming
together in Nashville in 2004, from 2005’s gold-
certified debut, All We Know Is Falling and 2007’s
two-times platinum-certified breakthrough, RIOT!
– with its three-times platinum-certified hit, Misery
Business, as well as the platinum-certified
singles crushcrushcrush and That’s What You
Get – to 2008’s worldwide platinum Decode
and 2009’s platinum-certified Brand New Eyes
and its Grammy-nominated smash, The Only
Exception.
Frontwoman Hayley has grown up in the

spotlight. She formed the band following the
divorce of her parents, when she was
14, and signed her first record deal
a year later when Atlantic snapped
her up.
A poetic and sensitive lyricist,

she helped the band to flourish
alongside peers like My Chemical
Romance and Fall Out Boy.
The band took their time over

After Laughter, following the
international success of their self-
titled 2013 record.
Hayley says: “I didn’t even

know if we were going to make
another record . . . There was a
moment when I didn’t even want it
to happen. Then it was like, I want
it to happen, but I don’t know how
we’re going to do it.”
The songs were written following

a lengthy period of introspection
by Hayley, who went into therapy.
“For the first time in my life, there

wasn’t a pinhole of light at the end of the
tunnel. I thought, I just wish everything
would stop. It wasn’t in the sense of,
I’m going to take my life. It was just
hopelessness. Like, ‘What’s the
point?’ I don’t think I understood
how dangerous hopelessness is.
Everything hurts.”
The band were keen to make a

break with the past and their re-
branding involved bringing in an
LA designer, Scott Cleary. He was
keen to underscore the band’s new
sound and direction by creating
an impossible trident optical
illusion as the album’s
artwork.
“The band came to me

when they were recording
the album in LA. We’ve been
friends for a while so we
were spending a lot of time
together while they were in
town from Nashville. They
asked me if I’d be interested
in doing the album artwork
and band re-brand, to which
I jumped at the chance. They
had some ideas around
the 80s vibes of the record,
and a few visual references
they were feeling. I did the

usual ‘listen to the record, write/
draw a bunch of stuff’ and came
up with the idea of a landscape
where colors, shapes and textures

would represent sounds and moments on the record.
They were sold from my first concept, which is very rare,
but just shows we were all on the same page. The band
were great to work with—it helped being friends, as I
didn’t need to go through a bunch of people to get fast
opinions. I created a computer-generated layout of the
whole artwork, then recreated each element in real life
(lots of crafting), photographed it, then brought it back
into the landscape. Sonically, the record is very ‘real’ and
I wanted the imagery details to have that finishing touch.”
After Laughter dealt with a range of topics, including

death. Hayley was determined to mull over the things on
her mind – and also wanted to become a kinder person.
“Man, I was just taught to be nice. I’m going to be

gone one day, and I have to accept that tomorrow isn’t
promised. Am I OK with how I’m living today? It’s the only
thing I can help.”

l For more entertainment news and reviews see The
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday.

We’ll be over on the first flight –
Paramore at Arena Birmingham

There wasn’t a
pinhole of

light at the end
of the tunnel

After Laughter, we
are heading to gig



7 DAY CARVERY
function room for...

Wedding Receptions,
Birthday Parties, Anniversaries and Funerals

£4.49 Monday - Saturday • £6.79 Sunday
 DAY CARVERY 

Dovecote
pub & carvery
Hill Top • West Bromwich • B70 0SD

0121 556 0008

7 DAY CARVERY

Monday - 1 Class £4
2 Classes For £7
3 Classes For £9

Boogie Bounce 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Ballet & Tap 5.00pm - 6.00pm

Boogie Bounce 6.30pm - 7.30pm

Glow Sports 6.00pm - 7.30pm

Gymnastics

Monday

Wednesday

Thursday

£
4

P
er

C
lass

Cheerleading

Bounce Fit

Street Dance

5.30pm - 6.30pm

6.30pm - 7.30pm

6.30pm - 7.30pm

7.30pm - 8.30pm

Adult Classes
Children’s Classes

Venue - @The Zone Unit
2&3 Elm Court, Crystal Drive,

Smethwick B66 1RB
Call - 0121 552 2006

Email -
enquiries@completekidz.co.uk

2018 Class Timetable

The British Queen
Sports Bar & Restaurant

Function Room
Available to

seat 40 people

Opening Hours - Monday - Thursday 4pm - 11pm
Friday - Sunday 12pm - Late

• Beer Garden • Smoking Area • Children’s Play Area

Curries / Mixed Grills / Vegetarian Friendly

LOCAL ADS PUB OF THE YEAR !

Follow us on Facebook @BritishQueenKitchen
133 Birmingham Road, Oldbury. B69 4EW
Telephone: 07743 933112 / 0121 544 7792

THE BRITISH QUEEN SCOOPS
LOCAL ADS PUB OF THE YEAR AWARD
Recently the Local Ads ran the Pub Of The
Year Competition. The voting process was
down to the readers where they had to
vote for their favourite pub.

After many entries the winner this year was
the British Queen which is owned by
Mr Sidhu who has been there for over 12yrs.

Mr Sidhu said ‘We are very proud of this
award and we try to provide our customers
old and new with a nice environment as we
have recently added on our function room to
the pub and we had the opening of our beer
garden this summer which was opened by the
Sandwell Major. We strive to do our best and
we offer good food which attracts customers
from nearby and afar’.

The British Queen also showcases all the
main sporting events from Football, Cricket
to Boxing and they have multi screens where
you will not miss a second of the action. If
doing is rather than watching you will be able
to enjoy a game of pool at the venue whilst
you are enjoying a nice cold beer!

Mr Sidhu was presented with the Pub Of The
Year award last Friday from the Local Ads
entertainment executive Daniel Eccles.

The British Queen is located on the
Birmingham Road, Oldbury, B69 4EW
- So get yourselves down to the Local
Ads Pub Of The Year and you won’t be
disappointed.
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Dig in to this gentle
comedy boxed set
All three series of gentle comedy Detectorists are now
available on DVD in a boxed set which is well worth
digging into. Mackenzie Crook and Toby Jones, two
fine character actors, play bickering pals who are
devoted to metal detecting, both dream of making
that big hoard-like find. They face difficulties in their
personal lives and make enemies in their hunt for
ancient gold. This gem was shown on BBC Four
and may have passed by some viewers who would
appreciate its slow burn comedy. It’s a reminder that
The Office’s Mackenzie Crook, soon to be seen as a
terrifying druid in Sky Atlantic’s Britannia, is a master
of comic timing. He also wrote and directed. Guests
include Diana Rig and Peaky Blinders’ Aimee-Ffion
Edwards. The three series and Christmas special are
available in a boxed set, as is a DVD of series three.

One of the world’s fastest
rising female comics
will make a rare West
Midlands appearance
when she features at
Birmingham’s Glee Club
this weekend.
Abigoliah Schamaun

will feature tomorrow
night (Friday) when she
joins a bill with Jake Lamb
and Fin Taylor. Abigoliah grew
up in rural Ohio and at the tender age of 18 moved
to New York to seek her fame and fortune. She
didn’t find it so moved to London where she has
won acclaim as a stand-up comedian and actor.

A night of Glee
with Abigoliah

THE hills are alive with The Sound of Music
again as the wholesome alpine fresh
musical returns with one of the most popular
Marias of recent years in the spotlight.
Lucy O’Byrne, who returns to the iconic role of

Maria, found fame when she was the runner up of BBC
One’s The Voice in 2015. With Will.i.am as her mentor
Lucy made history as the first classical singer to reach
the final.
The Irish singer won rave reviews for her

performance as Maria Von Trapp in the 2016 UK
touring production of The Sound of Music, being
hailed as ‘quite possibly the best Maria since Julie
Andrews herself’ by The Scotsman.
Following the tour Lucy won the coveted role of

Fantine in Cameron Mackintosh’s world record-
breaking musical phenomenon Les Misérables, which
she performed in the West End until earlier this year.
Neil McDermott takes the role of Captain Von Trapp,

played by Christopher Plummer in the much-loved
1965 film. Neil played the recurring role of Ryan Molloy
in EastEnders. He is also a regular on stage with roles
in the West End including Chief Weasel in The Wind in
the Willows and Lord Farquaad in Shrek.
This famous show began with the true story of

the Von Trapp Family Singers and their escape from
the Nazis after their beloved Austria became part of
the Third Reich. Baroness Maria von Trapp’s 1949
autobiography inspired Richard Rodgers, Oscar
Hammerstein II, Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse to
create the Broadway musical in 1959.
The unforgettable score features some of the most

memorable songs ever performed on stage, including
Edelweiss, My Favorite Things, Do-Re-Mi, Climb
Ev’ry Mountain, So Long, Farewell and, of course,
The Sound of Music. Produced by Bill Kenwright, this
production is at Birmingham’s New Alexandra Theatre
from Tuesday to Saturday.

This weekend marks the final
opportunities to catch Birmingham
Repertory Theatre’s winter hit, The
Hundred And One Dalmatians.
Once Cruella and co finally give

up on their diabolical plan to turn
those adorable puppies into a
winter coat, following Saturday’s
final performance of the family
favourite show, Birmingham Rep
swings into its new season.
One of Birmingham’s premier

amateur theatre companies, Hall
Green Little Theatre, stage Noel

Coward’s comedy Hayfever,
about 1920s ‘bohemians’, at the
Centenary Square theatre from
January 26 to February 3.
More Noel Coward, pictured,

arrives when an old favourite
returns to the main house. Emma
Rice’s acclaimed production of
classic romance Brief Encounter, a
West End hit, will be staged in the
main house from February 2 to 17.
In The Door venue at The Rep

on January 26 and 27 (the latter
including a matinee) Antonia Beck

and Lucy Nicholls will confront
their shared fear of the inevitable
with The Death Show, a production
unafraid of laughing at the Grim
Reaper. A happening at New York’s
Central Park Zoo, in which a pair of
male penguins tried to hatch a rock,
is the inspiration for a children’s
show with dance which looks at
the meaning of family. Penguins is
at The Door from February 1 to 18,
several performances are sold out.
See birmingham-rep.co.uk or call

0121 236 4455.

Do-Re-Maria returns

Coward’s way at
Birmingham Rep

bert
grew

Lucy O’Byrne as Maria

Nicholls will confront



Genuine Ex-Army clothing and footwear
Also stockist of children’s camouflage clothing + safety

footwear. Ex army boots + RAF shoes.
Ex-army webbing, clothing + work wear, overalls +

waterproofs, camping equipment + leisure wear Tents,
Sleeping Bags & Gas Cookers now in stock Specialist
suppliers for all Duke of Edinburgh & Cadet equipment

Open 6 days • Closed Sunday

Now Open
Wednesdays

Telephone: 0121 472 1402
325-327 Harborne Lane, Birmingham, B17 0NT

www.twrydersinbirmingham.co.uk

YOU CAN 
NOW SHOP 

ONLINE

CLUTCHES FROM £100!!
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Fully Qualified, Technicians, MOT’S,
Maintenance, Servicing & Repairs to all 

makes of vehicles. Clutch Repairs
Competitive Reliable. All work guaranteed

Tyres, Brakes & Exhausts

 0121 572 1253 

STAR CLUTCHES LTD & 
REPAIR CENTRE

163 Great Bridge Street B70 0DJ

Water DamageSmashed Screens

ACCESSORIES
AND MORE...

• Batteries & Speakers • Unlocks
• Upgrades • Data Transfers
• Virus Removal • Security
• Warranty & Professional repair
• While You Wait Repair

Phones from £20
Water Dam

MOBILE, TABLET AND PC REPAIRS OF ALL
MAKES AND MODELS

Unit 32, Queens Square Shopping Centre,
West Bromwich B70 7NJ

T: 0121 525 4329
Open Mon-Sat 9:30am - 5:30pm

10 Townsend Place, Kingswinford
DY6 9JL

T: 01384 295395
Open Mon-Sat 9:30am - 6:00pm

E: info@fonestech.co.uk www.fonestech.com
Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows

Direct manufacturers of quality
UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios

Est 1996

ADVANCEWINDOW
systems Ltd

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP

Choice
of any 10
different

style doors
from only

£250

REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH . . .

WHAT
YOU SEE
IS WHAT
YOU PAY
No hidden
charges

5 WINDOWS FOR £775
FULLY GLAZED

2ft x 5ft
£98

3ft x 5ft
£121

4ft x 5ft
£141

4ft x 5ft
£174

3ft x 6ft
£141

Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units
Leaks, seals and drafts

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM
Rectification of badly fitted installations
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Over 25 years experience – COMPETITIVE PRICES!!!
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on

01384 456490 or 07976 227034

Window and Door Repairs

BBC1 BBC2 ITV CHANNEL 4 CHANNEL 5 DIGITALCHOICE
6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen
Live. 11.30Mary Berry Everyday. (R)
12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News;
Weather. 1.15 Live Athletics – Great
Edinburgh Cross Country. Coverage
from Holyrood Park. 3.15Money for
Nothing. (R) 4.00 Final Score. 5.10
Celebrity Mastermind. 5.40 BBC News.
5.50 Regional Programme.
6.00 And They’re Off for Sport Relief.

Ore Oduba hosts a sporting
challenge in which celebrities
compete in a series of bizarre races.

6.40 Pointless Celebrities. John
Cooper Clarke, Suzannah
Lipscomb, Mark Horton, Alice
Roberts, Maggie Aderin-Pocock
Jim Al-Khalili, Kate Williams and
Robin Ince compete in an
Academia-themed edition.

7.25 Wedding DayWinners. Tim and
Chris from Leicestershire compete
against Richard and Kelly from
Northern Ireland for the chance to
win a televised wedding and a
dream honeymoon.

8.25 Casualty. A reunion with an old
friend gives Max cause to re-
evaluate his relationship with his
estranged wife Zoe, and Elle
reveals she wants to tell Blake that
Jacob is his father.

9.15 BBC News; Weather.
9.35 Hard Sun. Renko persuades

hungry young journalist Will
Benedetti to stir up trouble by
posting a story about the “Hard
Sun” conspiracy, and immediately
finds herself in the crosshairs of
Security Services agent Grace
Morrigan. As the truth is made
public, a surgical strike from the
government manages to diffuse
the situation, transforming what
should be a panic-inducing
revelation into a laughable hoax.
However, the dossier remains
unaccounted for, meaning Grace’s
search is not over. Meanwhile,
Hicks races to catch a murderer
obsessed with the impending end-
of-days, and over at the facility,
Daniel receives an unexpected
visitor. Sci-fi thriller, starring
Agyness Deyn.

10.30Match of the Day. Gary Lineker
presents highlights of the latest
Premier League matches; National
Lottery Update.

11.55The NFL Show.
12.25 Film:Mister John. (2013) 1.55
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.00 BBC
News.

6.10 The Wonder of Animals. (R) 6.40
Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. 7.10 The
Pets Factor. 7.30Matilda and the
Ramsay Bunch. 7.45Matilda and the
Ramsay Bunch. 8.00 The Dengineers.
8.30 Deadly Top 10. (R) 9.00 Robot
Wars. (R) 10.00 Steve Backshall’s
Extreme Mountain Challenge. (R) 11.00
Pets – Wild at Heart. (R) 12.00 The Hairy
Bikers’ Mediterranean Adventure. (R)
1.00 A Vicar’s Life. (R) 1.30 Back to the
Land with Kate Humble. (R) 2.30 Rome
Unpacked. (R) 3.30 Brendan Foster: A
Life in Athletics. (R) 4.15 Flog It! (R)
5.00 Trust Me, I’m a Doctor. (R) 5.30
Tom Kerridge’s Lose Weight For Good.
(R)
6.00 Hugh’sWildWest. Hugh Fearnley-

Whittingstall explores the curious
creatures of the Jurassic Coast,
including the cuttlefish and the
tern, as his wildlife expedition in
the West Country continues.

7.00 A House Through Time. David
Olusoga focuses on the 1850s to
the 1890s, revealing how a widow
changed the Liverpool dwelling
into a boarding house, and
uncovering stories of infidelity and
murder. (R)

8.00 Dad’s Army. Corporal Jones
misplaces £500 donated by local
shopkeepers to provide a new
canteen for servicemen, so the
platoon tries to help him
remember where he put it. (R)

8.30 Grand Tours of Scotland’s Lochs.
Paul Murton continues his Grand
Tour with a chilly swim across
Loch Ba high on Rannoch Moor,
and struggles against the elements
while trainspotting.

9.00 Live at the Apollo. Dane Baptiste
presents stand-up comedy from
the Hammersmith Apollo in west
London, introducing sets by
Desiree Burch and Chris
McCausland. (R)

9.45 QI XL. Sarah Millican, Cariad Lloyd
and Alice Levine join Alan Davies
and Sandi Toksvig for an extended
edition of the unconventional quiz,
this time focussing on “Objects
and Ornaments”.

10.30Madonna Rebel Heart Tour.
Footage from the American pop
singer’s 2015-2016 international
tour, featuring performances of
her recent hits, and classic tunes
such as Material Girl, Holiday, and
Like a Prayer.

12.30 Film: Night Train to Lisbon.
(2013) 2.15 This Is BBC Two.

6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street.
(R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Super 4.
(R) 7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story.
(R) 7.05Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man vs
The Sinister Six. 7.30 Scrambled!:
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.55 Scrambled!:
Fangbone. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The
Powerpuff Girls. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!:
Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! (R) 9.05
Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV
News. 9.30 James Martin’s Saturday
Morning. 11.25 Save Money: Good
Food. (R) 11.55 Countrywise. (R) 12.25
ITV News; Weather. 12.35 Dancing on
Ice. (R) 2.30 Film: Free Willy 2: The
Adventure Home. (1995) Family
adventure, starring Jason James Richter.
4.20 The Chase: Celebrity Special. (R)
5.20 Regional Programme ;
Weather.5.30 ITV News; Weather. 5.45
The Brits Are Coming.
6.45 Take Me Out. A gymnast from

London, a bird-watcher from
Manchester, a Yorkshire pig-
farmer, and a vintage car
enthusiast fromWorcester seek
the approval of Paddy
McGuinness’s single ladies.

8.00 The Voice UK. EmmaWillis
presents the second round of
Blind Auditions, as Will.i.am,
Jennifer Hudson, Olly Murs and
Tom Jones take their places in the
famous spinning chairs once
again. As ever, the competitors are
invited to step onto the stage and
sing to the coaches’ backs,
meaning they must judge the
performance based on the quality
of the voice alone. All four coaches
will be pitching against each other
to fill their teams ahead of the
Battle and Knockout rounds, with
the coveted recording contract
with Polydor of offer to the
ultimate winner.

9.30 Through the Keyhole. Keith
Lemon invades the homes of
another three anonymous
celebrities, and challenges Frankie
Bridge, Jonathan Ross and Ben
Shephard to guess who lives
there.

10.25 ITV News; Weather.
10.45Film: Jaws 2. (1978) A man-

eating shark menaces teenagers
adrift off a seaside resort, while
the police chief tries to alert the
community. Thriller sequel,
starring Roy Scheider.

12.45 Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R)
3.50 ITV Nightscreen.

6.05 Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 6.25
The King of Queens. (R) 6.50 The King of
Queens. (R) 7.15 The King of Queens.
(R) 7.40 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R)
8.05 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R)
8.35 Frasier. (R) 9.05 Frasier. (R) 9.35
Frasier. (R) 10.05 The Big Bang Theory.
(R) 10.35 The Big Bang Theory. (R)
11.05 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.30
The Simpsons. (R) 12.00 The Simpsons.
(R) 12.30 The Simpsons. (R) 1.00 Come
Dine with Me. (R) 2.00 Darts: BDO
Lakeside World Professional
Championships. RobWalker presents
live coverage of the eighth day of the
event.
6.00 A Place in the Sun. Ben Hillman

helps ex-RAF officers Simon
Stenning and Amanda Butcher find
a winter home on the Caribbean
island of Antigua, showing them
five properties for their £330,000
budget. (R)

6.30 Channel 4 News.
7.00 Spying on the Royals. The

conclusion of the two-part
documentary about surveillance
on Edward VIII and Wallis
Simpson. In the wake of the
abdication, the couple took a
holiday in America, unaware they
were being spied on by US
intelligence agencies as well as
British. The outbreak of the
Second World War saw them
move on to Lisbon, where their
dealings with a known Nazi
collaborator raised concerns for
MI5. (R)

8.00 Queen Victoria’s Last Love: Abdul
Karim. The monarch’s relationship
with Indian servant Abdul Karim,
which led to jealousy in the royal
household when he rose from
waiter to become one of Victoria’s
closest confidants. (R)

9.00 Film: Mission: Impossible –
Rogue Nation. (2015) Premiere.
The team of secret agents faces
being shut down when the head of
the CIA convinces the US Senate
that it is too dangerous. The
operatives of the Impossible
Mission Force become fugitives
when they defy orders and plot to
bring down a shadowy society of
assassins. Spy thriller sequel,
starring Tom Cruise, Jeremy
Renner, Rebecca Ferguson and
Simon Pegg.

11.40Film: Transporter 2. (2005)
1.20 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA.
(R) 2.10 Hollyoaks. (R) 4.15 Coast vs
Country. (R)

6.00Milkshake! 9.55 Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles. 10.30 Cats Make You
Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 10.55 Police
Interceptors: Deadly Pursuits. (R) 11.55
Police Interceptors: Rookies and Raids.
(R) 12.55 The A-Team. (R) 1.55 The
A-Team. (R) 3.00 FIA Formula E: Preview
Show. A look ahead to the Marrakech
ePrix. 3.30 FIA Formula E Race:
Marrakech. The Marrakech ePrix. 5.15
Dogs Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R)
6.10 TheWonderful World of Puppies.

An insight into how very young
pups begin to develop complex
emotional responses to everything
from relationships with litter-
mates to their bond with humans.

7.00 Greatest Ever Celebrity Wind Ups.
Joe Pasquale celebrates another
selection of hilarious celebrity
pranks committed to film, with
first-hand accounts from the
people responsible for pulling the
stunts, and the poor stars on the
receiving end. Among the tricks
highlighted are Ant and Dec
springing a surprise on Jamie
Oliver in his own restaurant, and
Made in Chelsea star Jamie Laing
pranks his ownmother. Take That’s
Mark Owen is annoyed by a bogus
lawyer, and football manager Jose
Mourinho stages an elaborate joke.
Includes commentary by singer
Amelia Lily, Towie star James
“Diags” Bennewith, weather
presenter Laura Tobin, and athlete
Kriss Akabusi.

8.00 Blind Date. Paul O’Grady plays
Cupid for more singletons looking
for love, and this time, he helps an
insurance manager arrange a date
with one of three self-described
“cougars”.

8.55 5 NewsWeekend.
9.00 Football on 5: The Championship.

Colin Murray introduces highlights
from the weekend’s games in the
Championship, including Barnsley
v WolverhamptonWanderers and
Nottingham Forest v Aston Villa.

10.00Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin
Murray introduces all the goals
from the weekend’s games in
Leagues One and Two, including
Blackburn Rovers v Shrewsbury
Town and Portsmouth v
Scunthorpe United.

10.30Celebrity Big Brother.
11.30Lip Sync Battle UK: Katie Price vs

Ben Fogle. (R)
12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Jonah
Hex. (2010) 4.30 Access. (R)

BBC Four
7.00 Shipwrecks: Britain’s Sunken
History 8.00 Alaska – Earth’s Frozen
Kingdom 9.00 Spiral 11.10 The Vietnam
War 12.05 Top of the Pops: 1985 12.45
Great Guitar Riffs at the BBC 1.45 Alaska
– Earth’s Frozen Kingdom 2.45
Shipwrecks: Britain’s Sunken History
3.45 Close
ITV2
11.30 Take Me Out 12.35 Totally You’ve
Been Framed! Gold 1.40 Film: The
Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor
(2008) 3.10 FYI Daily 3.15 Film: The
Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor
(2008) 3.45 Film: Hotel Transylvania
(2012) 4.45 FYI Daily 4.50 Film: Hotel
Transylvania (2012) 5.25 Film: The Lord
of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring
(2001) 6.25 FYI Daily 6.30 Film: The
Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the
Ring (2001) 9.00 Film: 2 Fast 2 Furious
(2003) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: 2
Fast 2 Furious (2003) 11.10 Family Guy
12.10 American Dad! 1.05 Release the
Hounds: Love Island 2.05 Ibiza
Weekender 2.55 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2
Nightscreen
ITV3
2.15 Rosemary & Thyme 3.20 Film:
Columbo: Short Fuse (1972) 4.55
Midsomer Murders 11.00 Lewis 1.00 On
the Buses 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30
Teleshopping
ITV4
1.30 ITV Racing: Live fromWarwick 4.00
Film: From Russia with Love (1963) 5.10
FYI Daily 5.15 Film: From Russia with
Love (1963) 6.20 Film: Kelly’s Heroes
(1970) 7.20 FYI Daily 7.25 Film: Kelly’s
Heroes (1970) 9.25 Film: Payback
(1999) 10.25 FYI Daily 10.30 Film:
Payback (1999) 11.30 Film:Maximum
Conviction (2012) 12.30 FYI Daily 12.35
Film:Maximum Conviction (2012) 1.35
Car Crash Global: Caught on Camera
2.35 Storage Wars: Texas 2.55 ITV4
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping
E4
11.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 12.00 Film:
The Borrowers (1997) 1.45 Rude(ish)
Tube Shorts 2.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine
3.00 The Goldbergs 5.30 The Big Bang
Theory 9.00 Film: Abraham Lincoln:
Vampire Hunter (2012) 11.05 Gogglebox
1.15 Rude Tube 2.20 Gogglebox 3.15
First Dates 4.05 How I Met Your Mother
Film4
1.00 The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie
(2004) 2.50 Robinson Crusoe on Mars
(1964) 5.05 Short Circuit (1986) 7.05
Unstoppable (2010) 9.00 Dumb and
Dumber To (2014)

The Voice UK
(ITV, 8pm)
EmmaWillis presents the
second round of Blind
Auditions, as Will.i.am, Jennifer
Hudson, Olly Murs and Tom
Jones take their places in the
famous spinning chairs once
again. As ever, the competitors
are invited to step onto the
stage and sing to the coaches'
backs, meaning they must
judge the performance based
on the quality of the voice
alone. All four coaches will be
pitching against each other to
fill their teams ahead of the
Battle and Knockout rounds,
with the coveted recording
contract with Polydor of offer to
the ultimate winner.

Emma Willis

SATURDAY’S TV JANUARY 1322

S
a

n
d

w
e

ll
 C

h
ro

n
ic

le
  

Th
ur

sd
ay

, J
an

ua
ry

 1
1,

 2
01

8



6.00 Breakfast. 7.35Match of the Day.
(R) 9.00 The AndrewMarr Show. 10.00
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R)
1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15Money
for Nothing. (R) 2.00 Escape to the
Country. (R) 2.30 The Truth About
Looking Good. (R) 3.30 Big Cats. (R)
4.30 Songs of Praise. 5.05
Attenborough and the Sea Dragon. (R)
6.05 BBC News.
6.20 Regional Programme.
6.30 Countryfile. The team reports

from the Somerset Levels, where
Matt Baker discovers a project to
protect the common crane, a bird
that now thrives in the area thanks
to an unlikely partnership. Anita
Rani meets an apple farmer, Adam
Henson prepares for winter on his
farm, and Charlotte Smith reports
on the dangers of swimming in the
sea. Plus, the first in a series of
features on life as a rural vet.

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Granville
tries to convince Mr Newbold that
Mrs Featherstone has an exciting
past. Eric and Cyril take up tandem
cycling, and Leroy’s latest task
involves dressing up as a banana.

8.00 The Coronation. Documentary
about the queen’s coronation in
1953, featuring an interview with
the monarch, who shares her
memories and discusses seeing
her father crowned as a child.

9.00 McMafia. Benny uncovers
information about heroin being
smuggled into India – but he does
not realise Dilly is watching, and
now has all the information he
needs to pull off a heist.

10.00BBC News.
10.20Regional Programme.
10.30Match of the Day 2.Mark

Chapman reviews the day’s two
Premier League matches –
Bournemouth v Arsenal at the
Vitality Stadium and Liverpool v
Manchester City at Anfield.

11.30Man Like Mobeen. New series.
Sitcom about a reformed drug
dealer trying to look after his
younger sister. Mobeen faces a
moral quandary.

11.50Man Like Mobeen. Aks is
suspended from school for
fighting, and Mobeen’s uncles
urge him to consider an arranged
marriage to provide the girl with a
much-needed female role model.

12.15Weather for the Week Ahead.
12.20 BBC News.

6.00 Coast. (R) 7.00 The Instant
Gardener. (R) 7.45 Gardeners’ World.
(R) 8.15 Greatest Gardens. (R) 8.50
Countryfile. (R) 9.45 Saturday Kitchen
Best Bites. 11.15 Raymond Blanc: How
to Cook Well. (R) 11.45 Food & Drink.
(R) 12.15MOTD2 Extra. 1.00 Live
Snooker: The Masters. Mark Selby v
Mark Williams. 5.35 Ski Sunday.
6.20 Film: Mr Holmes. (2015)

Premiere. An elderly Sherlock
Holmes retires to a seaside
farmhouse in the aftermath of the
SecondWorld War, and struggles
to cope with his diminished
faculties. Assisted by his
housekeeper’s inquisitive son, he
tries to piece together the events
of the one case that he failed to
solve. Period mystery based on
Mitch Cullin’s novel A Slight Trick
of the Mind, starring Ian McKellen.

8.00 Yellowstone: The Wildest Winter.
Kate Humble, Patrick Ayree,
scientists and wildlife cameramen
examine the changing seasons at
Yellowstone National Park during
2016, and the effect on the local
American wildlife. In the first
episode, Patrick follows the grizzly
bears, who are taking a risk with
the weather by leaving their winter
dens early. Meanwhile, Kate gets
to grips with the science behind
this frozen season. (R)

9.00 Dragons’ Den. Debrah Meaden,
Peter Jones, Touker Suleyman, Tej
Lalvani and Jenny Campbell once
again take their places in the
boardroom, as more would-be
entrepreneurs pitch their business
plans. This time, a former
bricklayer hopes his mortar-board
invention will help him build a
working relationship with a
Dragon, and a mother-of-two
seeks an investment for her child-
tracking device. Plus, a hopeful
snack industry pioneer pitches
crisps inspired by astronauts, and
a 25-year-old designer enlists the
aid of a Paralympian to
demonstrate her product designed
for wheelchair users.

10.00Film: TheWater Diviner. (2014)
Premiere. An Australian travels to
Turkey after the First World War to
discover what happened to his
sons. Period drama, directed by
and starring Russell Crowe.

11.45Snooker: The Masters.
12.35 Snooker: The Masters – Extra.
2.35 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 3.35
Holby City. (R) 4.35 This Is BBC Two.

6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street.
(R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Super 4.
(R) 7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story.
(R) 7.05Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man vs
The Sinister Six. 7.30 Scrambled!:
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.55 Scrambled!:
Ben 10. 8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The
Animated Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!:
Spy School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart.
(R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 River Monsters.
(R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 The
Martin Lewis Money Show. (R) 12.00
The Voice UK. (R) 1.30 ITV News;
Weather. 1.40 Britain’s Brightest Family.
(R) 2.10 The Cruise: Return to the
Mediterranean. (R) 2.40 Film: Death
Becomes Her. (1992) Black comedy
fantasy, starring Goldie Hawn and Meryl
Streep. 4.35 Regional Programme ;
Weather.4.45 ITV News; Weather. 5.00
The Chase: Celebrity Special. (R)
6.00 Dancing on Ice. Phillip Schofield

and Holly Willoughby present the
skating challenge, with judges
Jayne Torvill, Christopher Dean,
Jason Gardiner and Ashley Banjo
assessing the celebrities’
performance on the ice. This week
features the first skate-off of the
series, as two contestants and
their professional partners
compete to avoid being eliminated
from the contest.

8.00 Vera. The detective investigates
when a seemingly beloved
resident of a coastal community is
fatally driven off the road, and digs
up the victim’s past in the hope of
unmasking the killer. Crime drama
based on Ann Cleeves’ series of
novels, starring Brenda Blethyn.

10.00 ITV News; Weather.
10.15Peston on Sunday. Political

magazine, presented by Robert
Peston, with Allegra Stratton. (R)

11.10Next of Kin. A GP’s brother is
kidnapped on his way home to the
UK from his clinic in Lahore, and a
counterterrorism unit is anxious to
trace his son. Thriller, with Archie
Panjabi. (R)

12.05 Great Art. TimMarlow explores
the legacy of 19th-century art collector
Paul Durand-Ruel. (R) 1.00 Jackpot247.
Viewers get the chance to participate in
live interactive gaming from the comfort
of their sofas, with a mix of roulette-
wheel spins and lively chat from the
presenting team. 3.00 Sunday Night at
the Palladium. With Maroon 5, Earth,
Wind & Fire and Ella Henderson. (R)
3.50 ITV Nightscreen.

6.05 Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures. (R)
6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 The
King of Queens. (R) 7.00 Everybody
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 Frasier. (R)
8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Jamie’s Quick &
Easy Food. (R) 1.05 The Simpsons. (R)
1.35 The Simpsons. (R) 2.05 Film: Two
by Two. (2015) Premiere. Animated
adventure, with the voice of Tara Flynn.
3.50 Channel 4 News. 4.15 Darts: BDO
Lakeside World Professional
Championships. RobWalker presents
live coverage of the men’s final.
8.00 The Biggest Little Railway in the

World. The miniature train begins
its 71-mile journey, and the train
ferry build in the previous episode
does not work as well as expected.
Further down the line, the track
teams have to work quickly in
heavy rain while fending off
midges, while other engineers
have to find a way to span a 60-
metre viaduct that could flood at
any moment.

9.00 SAS: Who Dares Wins. The
remaining recruits are put through
rounds of gruelling training by
special forces instructors in
Morocco’s Atlas Mountains. They
must abseil more than 200 feet
from the top of the El Mansour
Dam, and undertake a gruelling
mountain climb in high
temperatures while each carrying
40 pounds on their back. They are
also forced to accept their own
personal weaknesses and find
ways to turn them to their
advantage, as the instructors will
be looking for those who are able
to find strength in adversity.

10.00The Big Fat Quiz of Everything.
Vic Reeves, Bob Mortimer, Claudia
Winkleman, Miranda Hart,
Jonathan Ross and Nish Kumar
answer Jimmy Carr’s questions on
the past 100,000 years of human
history. (R)

12.00 Film: Killing Them Softly. (2012)
Crime thriller, starring Brad Pitt. 1.45
Grand Designs Australia. A family builds
a new home on a plot in the garden. (R)
2.40 Location, Location, Location.
Catching up with a couple who were
looking for a home in Hitchin,
Hertfordshire. (R) 3.35 KOTV Boxing
Weekly. 4.00 Gillette World Sport. 4.30
Coast vs Country. A couple look for a
property in Cornwall either by the sea or
in a rural area. (R) 5.25 Four in a Bed.
(R) 5.50 Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures.
(R) 5.55 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R)

6.00Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.15
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.25 Poppy
Cat. (R) 6.35Wissper. (R) 6.40
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.45Milkshake!
Bopping About. (R) 6.50 Simon. (R)
7.00 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R)
7.15 Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.25
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.40 Olly the Little
White Van. (R) 7.45 Blaze and the
Monster Machines. (R) 8.10 Paw Patrol.
(R) 8.25 Nella the Princess Knight. 8.40
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 9.00 Ben
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.10
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.25 Digby
Dragon. (R) 9.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles. 10.35 Football on 5: The
Championship. (R) 11.30 Football on 5:
Goal Rush. (R) 12.00 Blind Date. (R)
1.00Will & Grace. (R) 1.30 Film: Are We
There Yet? (2005) Family comedy,
starring Ice Cube. 3.15 Film: Dennis the
Menace Strikes Again. (1998) Family
comedy sequel, starring Justin Cooper.
4.40 Film: Garfield. (2004) Family
comedy, with the voice of Bill Murray.
6.10 Film: Pixels. (2015) Premiere.

Aliens declare war on Earth having
seen video games from the 1980s
and interpreted them as a threat.
Their attack comes in the form of
deadly recreations of classic video
games, so the US government
recruits four former arcade
champions to repel the attack. Sci-
fi comedy, starring Adam Sandler
and Peter Dinklage. Edited for
violence.

7.10 5 News Update.
7.15 Film: Pixels. (2015) Concluded.
8.00 Billionaire Babies: 24 Carat Kids.
8.55 5 NewsWeekend.
9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. Highlights

of another day for the illustrious
inhabitants as they cope with the
day-to-day complications of life
under the all-seeing eye of Big
Brother, while also dealing with
one another’s quirks and foibles.

10.05Film: Grown Ups 2. (2013) Four
friends try to relive their youth, but
find their kids have a thing or two
to teach them on the last day of
school. Comedy sequel, with
Adam Sandler and Chris Rock.

11.55One Night with My Ex. Suspicions
of cheating destroyed the trust
between Kenya and Saed, and they
have not seen each other for two
years. They are reunited to talk
about what went wrong. (R)

12.55 SuperCasino. 3.10 GPs: Behind
Closed Doors. (R)

BBC Four
7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University
Challenge 8.00 Voyager: To the Final
Frontier 9.00 Neil Armstrong – First Man
on the Moon 10.00 The Sky at Night
10.30 Churchill’s First World War 12.00
The Story of Maths 2.00 Neil Armstrong
– First Man on the Moon 3.00 Voyager:
To the Final Frontier 4.00 Close
ITV2
12.35 Take Me Out 1.50 The Voice UK
3.20 Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 4.20 FYI
Daily 4.25 Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013)
5.25 Film: The Lord of the Rings: The
Two Towers (2002) 6.25 FYI Daily 6.30
Film: The Lord of the Rings: The Two
Towers (2002) 9.00 Ibiza Weekender
10.00 Family Guy 11.30 American Dad!
12.30 Film: That Awkward Moment
(2014) 1.30 FYI Daily 1.35 Film: That
Awkward Moment (2014) 2.20
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen
ITV3
11.25 Foyle’s War 6.00 Agatha Christie’s
Marple 8.00 Secret Life of Dogs
9.00 Tonight at the London Palladium
10.00 Film: Chicago (2002) 12.15
Lewis 2.15 Blue Murder 3.30 Road to
Avonlea 5.10 On the Buses 5.35 ITV3
Nightscreen
ITV4
11.50 Pawn Stars 1.40 Hornblower 3.50
Film: Kelly’s Heroes (1970) 4.50 FYI
Daily 4.55 Film: Kelly’s Heroes (1970)
6.55 Film: The Adjustment Bureau
(2011) 7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 Film: The
Adjustment Bureau (2011) 9.00 Film:
The Krays (1990) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10
Film: The Krays (1990) 11.20 Film:
Inside Man (2006) 12.20 FYI Daily 12.25
Film: Inside Man (2006) 2.00 The Car
Chasers 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00
Teleshopping
E4
11.00Melissa & Joey 1.30 The
Goldbergs 4.00 The Big Bang Theory
8.00 Film: Life of Pi (2012) 10.30 The
Big Bang Theory 11.30 Gogglebox 1.35
Rude Tube 2.30 First Dates 3.25
Hollyoaks
Film4
11.00Master of the World (1961) 1.00
The Core (2003) 3.45 Hulk (2003) 6.25
The Book Thief (2013) SecondWorld
War drama, starring Sophie Nelisse. 9.00
Non-Stop (2014) An air marshal on a
transatlantic flight searches for a terrorist
threatening to kill the passengers one by
one. Action thriller, with Liam Neeson and
Julianne Moore. 11.05 Blood Ties (2013)
Crime drama, starring Clive Owen and
Billy Crudup. 1.40 Beauty (2011) 3.55
Close

McMafia
(BBC1, 9pm)
Benny uncovers information
about a shipment of heroin
being smuggled from Pakistan
into India. He does not realise
that Dilly is spying on him, and
after a robbery, gains all the
information he needs to pull off
a heist - however Semiyon
warns that it is Alex's decision
whether the operation goes
ahead. Karin is suspicious
about the fund Alex is using to
move Semiyon's money around,
while Rebecca becomes
concerned when she discovers
Alex has a secret second phone.
In Prague, Vadim resolves to
find out who Benes is in league
with.

James Norton

SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 14
BBC1 BBC2 ITV CHANNEL 4 CHANNEL 5 DIGITALCHOICE

Just the ticket for Parrys
International at open day
Commercial feature
Multiple award winning coach 
holiday company – Parrys 
International, will open its doors to 
the public on Sunday January 14 for 
its very popular annual open day.

With the release of the new 2018 
brochures, the company is inviting 
members of the public to view their 
premises, luxury coaches and meet 
some of their international hotel and 
attraction providers.

It also gives the chance for people to 
gain information from the many staff – 
drivers and couriers – who will be on 
hand to help visitors experience and 
see the luxury coach features that are 
unique to the company. 

They will even be able to book 
holidays with a number of special offers 
for the upcoming season.

Sponsors
Hotel representatives will be available 

from Hilton Worldwide Hotels, Marriott, 
Holiday Inn, Accor Hotels, Warners 
and individual hotels from Scotland, 
Luxembourg, Ireland, Germany, Spain 
and the Isle of Wight.

Parrys International are also main 
team sponsors of Wolverhampton 
Speedway, and their management and 
a top rider will be in attendance.

Parrys offer over 600 departures for 
coaching holidays in Britain, Ireland 
and Europe. These range from London 
Theatre Weekends, midweek breaks in 
Cornwall to 12 day holidays featuring 
Italy’s Lake Garda.  

Continental holidays also include 
Germany, the Costa Brava in Spain, 
Andorra, the imperial Cities of Prague, 

Budapest and Vienna, and a 15-day 
Italian highlights tour. The company 
have also introduced a huge choice of 
new day excursions with departures 
for its many destinations operating 
throughout the year.

The open Day runs from 10am until 
3pm and is hosted at their garage 
and offices in Landywood Green, 
Cheslyn Hay. More information from the 
company can be obtained by calling 
01922 414576.

Parrys operate their own luxury coaches There are regular trips to Lake Garda

A German wine queen will be at the day Parrys are sponsors of Wolves Speedway
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www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 

EXCLUSIVE
50% OFF 
VIDEO OFFERS

VIDEO ADVERT
was £699* now £349
CORPORATE VIDEO

was £799* now £399
Call 01902 319730  quote ‘offer50’ to receive saving

FILM CHOICES Channel 4 look to carry
on the winning formula

8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown, Friday, Channel 4, 9pm

In 2012, to celebrate its 30th
anniversary, Channel 4
broadcast a ‘mash-up night’ in

which some of its biggest
personalities popped up in one
another’s shows.
Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall and

Jon Snow appeared in Channel 4
Newsreaders do River Cottage,
Alan Carr joined Location, Location,
Location’s Kirstie Allsopp to poke
around other peoples’ houses, The
Million Pound Drop was hosted by
Phil Spencer with Davina McCall
playing the game, and the Made in
Chelsea cast staged Come Dine
With Me.
However, the most memorable of

the job-swap programmes was the
merging of comedy panel show 8
Out of 10 Cats and long-running
daytime quiz Countdown.
Jimmy Carr took over as host for

the one-off special alongside short-
skirted purveyor of numbered and
lettered tiles Rachel Riley, while Cats
regulars Sean Lock and Jon
Richardson competed as team
captains and JoeWilkinson joined
Susie Dent in Dictionary Corner.

The show was an unexpected
success – it was the second most
watched programme on Channel 4
that week.
Since then, 92 episodes of

‘Catsdown’ have aired and it was
even nominated for a British
Comedy Award in 2014.
So what has made the show so

popular over the years?
The participants seem to think that

it is down to their chemistry and
banter with each other, and in
Lock’s case, not really caring about
the result.
“It’s a bit odd because normally

you go on Countdown, you lose,
and you’re never seen again,” he
said in an interview with Time Out in
2013.
“Whereas I go on Countdown, I

lose, and I’m back again, to get
wupped over and over.
“Because Jon is like a freak. He

always gets the same as Dictionary
Corner and they’ve got a f***ing
computer! He plays with his mum;
he’s got a Countdown clock in his
loft. He does! Seriously!”

However, the studious Richardson
might find it difficult to concentrate
tonight as the quiz returns for its
11th run.
On his team is Wilkinson who, in

the past, has appeared as Riley’s
assistant, often dressed in costume
while using props, offering special
prizes, replacing letter tiles with
symbols and turning up despite
having been ‘fired’.
The other regular captain, Lock, is

absent due to other commitments
but he has an able deputy in Kevin
Bridges.
The Glaswegian comic has been

one of the country’s most popular
performers for the last decade now
and tickets for his hotly anticipated
tour Brand New are selling out fast.
Bridges will be joined on the panel

by Jessica Knappett, best known for
playing Meg in the TV series
Drifters, which she also created, and
Lisa in The Inbetweeners Movie.
Finally, performance poet Dr John

Cooper Clarke, aka the Bard of
Salford, joins the sensible Ms Dent
in Dictionary Corner.

MONDAY
TheWrong Mother, Channel 5, 3.15pm
Kaylene gives birth to twins after in vitro fertilisation,
but when she needs help with home care, the nurse
she hires turns out to be the unhinged woman who
donated the eggs for the procedure. Thriller, starring
Vanessa Marcil and Stephen Snedden. (2017)

TUESDAY
False Pretenses, Channel 5, 3.15pm
A woman’s life is left in tatters when her wealthy
husband finds he has been conned out of millions by
his best friend, and kills himself. Escaping the painful
memories, she moves elsewhere and slowly begins to
rebuild her life - until the conman hunts her down.
Thriller, starring Peta Wilson. (2004)

WEDNESDAY
A Murderer Upstairs, Channel 5, 3.15pm
A mother protects her stepdaughter after the teenager
witnesses the murder of her best friend. But before
long, she comes to the terrifying possibility that the
girl may be the actual killer. Thriller, starring Josie
Davis, Tiera Skovbye and Cameron Bancroft. (2017)

THURSDAY
Her Dark Past, Channel 5, 3.15pm
After a shooting incident leaves her in a coma, a
woman awakens after three months with no
memory of her true identity. Even more of a
puzzle is what she could have done for someone
to want her dead, and as she rediscovers her dark
past, she must earn redemption along the way.
Mystery thriller, starring Anna Lise Phillips and Kevin
Ryan. (2016)

FRIDAY
Spring Breakers, Channel 4, 12.20am
Four teenage girls are desperate to enjoy a wild
spring holiday in Florida, and resort to robbery to fund
it. Their brush with the law brings them to the attention
of a sleazy gangster, who seduces them further into a
life of crime while giving them the hedonistic
experiences they crave. Drama, starring James
Franco, Selena Gomez, Vanessa Hudgens, Ashley
Benson, Rachel Korine, Gucci Mane, Heather Morris
and Ash Lendzion. (2012)

Spring Breakers, Friday, Channel 4, 12.20am

MONDAY
SilentWitness
BBC1, 9pm
Part one of two. A woman is murdered and the
forensic evidence takes the team to a cosmetic
clinic where the victim had been receiving various
treatments seemingly for free, but Nikki and Silva
are frustrated by the CEO of Hamilton Ashe hospital
when he blocks access to Karen’s medical records.
Meanwhile, when his daughter Rosie turns up at
the Lyell as her mum is in hospital over a
pregnancy complication, Thomas must play the
doting father for a few weeks - a role that does not
come naturally.

TUESDAY
Britain’s Favourite Dogs:Top 100
ITV, 7.30pm
Britain is a nation of dog lovers, with one in four of
us sharing our homes with a canine. But which of
the 217 recognised breeds (and the thousands of
cross breeds) can claim to be the nation’s favourite?
Sara Cox and Ben Fogle are about to find out as
they reveal the results of one of the most
comprehensive surveys on dog ownership ever
undertaken in the UK. As well as running down the
chart of the best-loved breeds, they’ll also be
hearing from famous owners, including Geri

Halliwell, Simon Gregson, Phillip Schofield, Holly
Willoughby and Prince Harry, exploring the key
characteristics of the popular pooches that made
the top 100, and sharing inspiring stories about
some heroic hounds.

WEDNESDAY
Millionaires’ Ex-Wives Club
BBC2, 9pm
Few divorces are painless, but as this
documentary discovers, it seems the
more money is at stake, the fiercer the
fight – and thanks to a change in the
law which means a 50/50 split is now
the starting point, London has
become the leading battleground in
high-profile cases. Press coverage of
such cases sometimes suggests that
the ex-wives are just out for what they
can get, but this programme meets
two women who went to war with
their former spouses to find out
what really motivated them. It also
examines the toll the legal
proceedings can take on the
women, as Michelle Young
explains why she clocked up 65
court hearings, 13 sets of

lawyers and some huge debts in her fight to prove
that her former husband wasn’t the penniless
bankrupt her claimed, while Lisa Tchenguiz
explains why her own family’s wealth funded her
costly divorce battle.

Kiri
Channel 4, 9pm

Social worker Miriam is put under
increasing pressure to admit she
is to blame for what happened
to Kiri, while the young girl’s
foster family of Jim, Alice and Si
also find themselves thrown
into the media spotlight.

Elsewhere, Kiri’s grandfather Tobi
searches for his son, Nate, the

prime suspect in the case,
which sees him face up to

some uncomfortable
truths about his
relationship with him.
The four-part drama
continues, starring
Sarah Lancashire,
Lucian Msamati
and Felicia
Mukasa.

THURSDAY
Death in Paradise
BBC1, 9pm
Famous thriller author Frank O’Toole is found
stabbed through the heart after taking an early
morning swim in the ocean. Suspicion soon falls on
the victim’s wife Valerie, but with eyewitnesses
confirming he was swimming alone, how could
anyone, let alone the prime suspect, have got from
the house to the sea without being detected? Away
from the investigation, Dwayne concentrates on
finding a date for a voodoo love festival.Whodunit,
guest starring Simon Callow, Imogen Stubbs, and
Sian Gibson of Car Shame fame.

FRIDAY
Monty Don’s Paradise Gardens
BBC2, 9pm
The presenter visits gardens that represent and
symbolise the four areas of Islamic civilisation -
Andalucian, Moghul, Persian and Ottoman -
revealing the importance of Paradise Gardens
celebrated in the Koran. He begins his quest in
Spain, where he discovers their basic building blocks.
In Morocco, he sees the wide variety of paradise
gardens from an enormous royal walled meadow, to
a secret inner city courtyard. Then in the Iranian
desert, he uncovers the mystery to their creation.Silent Witness, Monday, BBC1, 9pm
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STAND OUT
FROM YOUR
RIVALS
Advertise your business
on the Express & Star website
www.expressandstar.com

To find out how you can benefit call
MNA Digital on 01902 319730

Each number in the grid represents a different letter of
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you
off.

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION:

Fill in the grid
above so that
every column,
every row and
each of the 3x3
boxes contains
all the digits
from 1 to 9.

LAST WEEK’S
SOLUTIONS >

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
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Across Down
Quick Clues:

1. Benefit (9)
8. Nothing (3)
9. Rude (11)
11. Tackle (7)
12.Weird (5)
13. Drift (6)
15. Made great efforts (6)
17. Pitiless (5)
18. Type of sword (7)
20. Anarchy (11)
22. Name for the sun (3)
23. Unsafe (9)

2. Obscure (3)
3. Bravery (5)
4. Among (6)
5. Ingredient (7)
6. Question (11)
7. Innocent (9)
10. Incessantly (11)
11. Great slaughter (9)
14. Let (7)
16. Protect (6)
19. Flavour (5)
21. Small French coin (3)

LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS:
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Amends; 8 Inkpot;
10 Scuttle; 11 Islet; 12 Year; 13 Skins; 17 Sight;
18 Iron; 22 Agree; 23 Incense; 24 Annual;
25 Tuners. Down: 1 Cat’s eye; 2 Refusal;
3 Edits; 4 Ensigns; 5 Spill; 6 State; 9 Deck chair;
14 Liberal; 15 Printer; 16 Intense; 19 Pagan;
20 Trunk; 21 Scrub.
QUICK - Across: 7 Repair; 8 Hasten; 10 Protect;
11 Tract; 12 Ewer; 13 Below; 17 Vague;
18 Free; 22 Lower; 23 Upright; 24 Silent;
25 Manner. Down: 1 Prophet; 2 Opposed;
3 Liken; 4 Caution; 5 Steal; 6 Unity; 9 Strenuous;
14 Vagrant; 15 Brigand; 16 Fetters; 19 Close;
20 Dwell; 21 Break.

Across Down
Cryptic Clues:

Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both
fit the same grid.

1. In the main, it can’t
be left (9)

8. Stir caused by
short notice and
nothing more (3)

9. Electric chair
occupied by rulers?
(4,2,5)

11. Support for one
who gives a lesson
(7)

12. One asked to stay
made a random
surmise, we hear
(5)

13. Part of the world
where there’s a
daily rising! (6)

15. Those who occupy
it may be given
plenty of time (6)

17. The principle is the
same both ways (5)

18. Present
indisputable
evidence again and
reprimand (7)

20. The North Sea (6,5)
22. Shelter put back for

the sea-dweller (3)
23. Editress upset

about northern
heretic (9)

2. Fasten an
unfinished row of
seats (3)

3. Insolvent stock
exchange operator
loses a letter (5)

4. Describing the
mountains when
one is in diverted
plane (6)

5. Briefly the same bet
for the old lady (7)

6. Hairdresser’s staff
(7,4)

7. A girl will show you
the Swiss lake (9)

10. Lots of interest may
attract people to
this (7,4)

11. Minor tale ruined by
the circus performer
(4-5)

14. Spotted description
of plain cake (7)

16. Marie’s unusual
hosts (6)

19. Carefully examine
soft dress (5)

21. Yes, it’s one of the
pupils, we hear (3)

Codeword

SudokuDouble Crossword

1. Which annual publication was first
published in 1700 as Voices of the Stars?

2. What did Ben Corson and Roger Staughton
invent?

3. Which ´absurdist’ playwright died in March
1994?

4. Which US city was designed by French
engineer Pierre L’Enfant?

5. What is the BBC’s 24-hour news-and-sport
radio network called?

6. Who wrote the classic US satirical novel
Main Street?

7. Who presented Hampton Court Palace to
Henry VIII in 1525?

8. What is the capital of Zimbabwe?
9. Which king of France did Marie Antoinette

marry?
10. What is a devil’s coach-horse?

Last week’s solutions:

Quiz: 1 Bay of Naples; 2 Nellie Melba; 3 Dublin;

4 Salzburg; 5 Apple; 6 Canterbury; 7 Princess

Anne; 8 Start the Week; 9 Thermal insulation;

10 Italy.

Niner: SHRINKAGE

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to
discover a word which uses all nine letters.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

785349 gives a fruit,
485691 gives more fruit,
696237 gives a South American fruit.

NinerQuiz

brain gym No.462
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For more information
or to book, please call:

or visit us
online at

Quote
OMRT03300 130 051 033 numbers are free within

inclusive minutes packages
otherwise standard rates apply. omegabreaks.com/RT ABTANo. V4782

in association with

OmegaHolidays cannot beheld responsible for thenon-appearance of a particular actor/actress; no refundswill be given in this event.Whilstwe always try to ensure that parties are seated together, very occasionally, itmaybenecessary for parties to be split. Couples are always seated together. Tours offered subject to
availability. rrors andomissions e cepted. rices shownare per person, basedon twopeople sharing adbl/twin room. ingle supplements apply.

London Theatre Break
2 Days Self-Drive - Evening Show

Departing Friday 9 Feb

Price Includes...

� 1 night B&B at the Ibis Shepherd’s Bush

Hotel, London

� 42nd Street theatre ticket – Grand Circle

(evening performance)

� Free time in London

London Theatre Break
2 Days Self-Drive - Evening Show

Departing Friday 9 Feb

Price Includes...
� 1 night B&B at the Ibis Shepherd’s Bush

Hotel, London

� Kinky Boots theatre ticket – Upper Circle

(evening performance)

� Free time in London

42nd Street Kinky Boots

2 Days
Self-Drive £99

only

New ork City, 1 , and eggy Sawyer, ust o the bus from out-of-town hicksville, manages to
miss the audi ons for the da ling new Broadway show but eggy’s impromptu dance rou ne is
later spo ed by the cas ng director, who decides to take a chance on her a er all...
All the stops are pulled out as this classic tale of Broadway’s Golden Age comes to London,
directed and co-wri en by veteran ark Bramble and featuring the showstoppers e’re In The
oney, Lullaby of Broadway, Shu e To Bu alo, ames, I nly Have yes For ou and 42nd

Street.

Faced with bankruptcy due to compe on from foreign sources, one small village’s shoe factory
owner embarks on a daringly di erent business strategy, ladies’ shoes in men’s si es for the drag
queen and cross-dresser market.
This true story, which in 2 was released as a successful lm, is the tale of . . Brooks Ltd of
arls Barton, Northampton, and its startling move into fe sh footwear under the ivine brand.
ith an original score by Cyndi Lauper, this story then became a mul ple Tony-award winning

Broadway show, later crossing the Atlan c to London’s Adelphi Theatre.

“Themother of all show-biz
musicals”

The Daily Telegraph

“An absolute hoot of a
show!”
The Times

Also Available
on this package and date

Call or visit us online for even
more top London shows and
available dates

Aladdin2daysbyCoach_L

Dreamgirls2daysbyCoach_L

LesMiserables2daysbyCoach_L

MammaMia2daysbyCoach_L

2 Days
Self-Drive
only

£139

2 Days
Self-Drive
only

£149

2 Days
Self-Drive
only

£139

2 Days
Self-Drive
only

£139

42nd Street2daysbyCoach_P

2 Days
Self-Drive

only
£139

KinkyBoots2daysbyCoach_P

WOL_2018-01-08_WalsallChronicle_18x8 (1)_Omega RT

DudleyChronicle

Your Chronicle
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FOOD and footie – that’s certainly the way to
the heart of the two boys in my life and we
were combining the two with a weekend in
Leeds.
Home for the weekend was the four-star Novotel

which was just a five-minute walk from the train station.
The hotel bar – The Sugar Factory – is sparkly and

metallic with a chilled out atmosphere. We supped on
sumptuous cocktails while we watched sport on the
huge TV screens, sitting on comfy leather sofas.
Novotel catered for both the youngsters and the

adults with a gym, web corner and games area for the
young ones.
The hotel was in an ideal location close to the city

centre. It was easy to get around on foot because the
centre seems to be based on a grid system and when
we ventured out with our Family Day Rover passes it
also seemed so simple on public transport.

MATCH
Our reason for being in Leeds was for a football

match at Elland Road – both my husband and son were
over the moon that we managed to have a great view in
the press box.
The match had switched to a Friday night, so that

gave us plenty of time to explore this eclectic city.
Just 10 minutes bus ride from the hotel was the

Emmerdale Studio Experience. For fans of the soap
this is a dream. On the 80-minute guided tour at the
former ITV studios, you can find out how story lines are
put together, visit the make-up department, sit at the
Woolpack bar and wander through the model village.
We had now worked up an appetite and made our

way back into the centre for lunch at Pizza Fella, in
Vicar Lane. Peering through the window the restaurant
looked totally unassuming from the outside with its

contemporary bare wooden interior, but the pizzas were
to die for.
In the evening, it was the off to Meat Liquor in Trinity

Leeds. Trinity has about 120 shops with plenty of bars
and restaurants.
Meat Liquor was very retro and funky with 70s-style

tables and it was back to basics with kitchen roll on the
table and sauces.
There is so much more to Leeds than bars and

restaurants. It is home to the Royal Armouries, which
is outstanding and jaw-dropping for both adults and

youngsters alike. The museum is home to the UK’s
largest collection of arms, armour and artillery. There
are six themed galleries – and it is free.
If you still have time there is also shopping with a

mixture of independent, boutique and mainstream
shops.
Leeds is bidding to become European Capital of

Culture 2023 and you can certainly see why they
describe it as a ‘diverse and vibrant culture’.
It was voted one of the top 10 European cities in

2017 by Lonely Planet. It boasts more than 300 bars

and restaurants and a walk through the streets in the
evening just goes to show it is thriving.
Sport is also big in the city and Leeds has hosted

huge events including Tour de France Grand Depart in
2014 and the Rugby World Cup in 2015 was hosted at
Elland Road.
Leeds is a mixture of old and new with a wonderful

collection of buildings, bars and restaurants and
attractions. And let’s just say that we had far more
success with the food than the footie.

LISA BAILEY

This break Leeds to perfect mix
Chance to pull a few pints

at The Woolpack
Impressive – The Corn
Exchange in Leeds



loveyourpostcode.com® | 0121 544 9595 0800 862 0870
Bobby Singh, Esq

MBA FCCA

YOU DESERVE MORE.
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Three-bed detached
near to schools is
ideal family home
This beautifully presented three-bedroomed
detached family home in Sedgley Road, Tipton, is
near local schools and travel links.

A perfect family home, which comes with a
detached games room, it is for sale through Skitts at
£184,950 with no chain.

This spacious home has gas central heating and
double-glazed windows and briefly comprises a
porch, an entrance hall, a lounge, a dining room,
a kitchen, three bedrooms, a bathroom, off-road
parking, a rear garden and a detached games room
which has electric points and heating.

In more detail, the frontage of the property has lawn
and parking for multiple cars.

It has an entrance hallway with stairs off to the first
floor landing. The lounge has a bay window to the
front.

The kitchen overlooks the rear and has a range of
wall and base units with a work surface, a sink with
drainer and a mixer tap, plumbing for a washing
machine, a door into the rear garden and a door into
the dining room, which in turn has double doors into
the rear garden.

Off the first floor landing, bedroom one overlooks
the frontage of the property.

Bedroom two overlooks the rear garden and has
access to the boiler. Bedroom three is an L-shaped
bedroom having three windows – two facing the rear
and one to the front.

The bathroom has a window to the front, a heated
towel rail, a bath with a shower over, a wash hand
basin and a low level WC.

The rear garden features a patio area, grass lawn
and access into a detached games room having
heating and electricity points.

Skitts estate agents began in 1979 as a partnership
and has proudly remained so for over 37 years. This
means the people who own the company, run the
company on a daily basis and are responsible for all
aspects of its growth, success and professionalism.

Currently, the four partners oversee eight branches
and 30 staff across the West Midlands region.

£184,950TIPTON

TO VIEW THIS PROPERTY
AGENT: Skitts

TEL: 0121 520 2255

EMAIL: greatbridge@skitts.net

KEY FEATURES
Beautiful semi-detached
3 bedrooms
Near schools and travel links
Detached games room
No chain



SELL YOUR PROPERTY
UNDER THE HAMMER

Entries now invited for
our next auction

with the West Midlands’ most
 successful auction network*

CALL US TODAY ON 

0121 233 5046

   *based on 2016 figures from Essential Information 
Group for number of lots sold for auctioneers based in 

the West Midlands

www.sdlauctions.co.uk

www.braithwaites-estate-agents.co.uk Email: enquiries@braithwaites-estate-agents.co.uk

145 Bleakhouse Road, Oldbury, West Midlands B68 0LU
Telephone: 0121 421 1180 Fax: 0121 421 7071

Tame Road, Oldbury

l Gas Central Heating
l Double Glazing
l Extended Through Lounge/Dining Area
l Fitted Dining Kitchen

l Three Bedrooms, Study/Office
l Bathroom, Rear Garden With Garage
l In Need Of Some Modernisation
l Ideal First Time Purchase

Unique Opportunity To Acquire This Extremely Spacious Extended End Terrace, Situated Within This Popular &
Convenient Location, Walking Distance To Local Amenities & Good Local Schools. NO CHAIN. EPC - E

Offers In The Region Of £152,500

Halesowen Road, Old Hill

l Gas Central Heating
l Spacious Lounge
l Fitted Dining Kitchen With
Cooker & Fridge

l One Double Bedroom
l Bathroom
l Off Road Parking
l Viewing Absolutely Essential

Well Presented Extremely Spacious Second Floor Flat,
In Excellent Order Throughout, Walking Distance To All

Local Old Hill Amenities. EPC - D

TO LET: £399 PCM

NEW

TO
LET

Wellesley Road, Oldbury

l Gas Central Heating, Double Glazing
l Two Reception Rooms
l Dining Kitchen & Utility Room
l Downstairs Bathroom

l Two Double Bedrooms
l Paved Rear Garden
l Ideal First Time Purchase
l Viewing Essential

Spacious Traditional Style Two Bedroomed End Terrace, Walking
Distance To Local Rood End Amenities & Local Schools. Easy Access
To M5/M6 Motorway Networks, NO UPWARD CHAIN EPC - E

Offers In The Region Of £122,950

Pumphouse Way, Oldbury

l Gas Central Heating, Double Glazing
l Spacious Lounge
l Fitted Kitchen With Oven & Hob
l Downstairs W.C.

l Three Bedrooms
l Bathroom With Shower
l Gardens To Front & Rear
l Off Road Parking

Superb Spacious Modern Style End Terrace, In Good
Order Throughout, Situated In This Most Popular

Development. Viewing Essential EPC - C

TO LET £650 PCM

NEW

TO
LET

FREE MARKET
APPRAISALS

NO SALE NO FEE!!
NO LET NO FEE!!

28

S
a

n
d

w
e

ll
 C

h
ro

n
ic

le
  

Th
ur

sd
ay

, J
an

ua
ry

 1
1,

 2
01

8

A well-presented and spacious 
three-bedroomed detached house 
in Pitcairn Road, Smethwick, lies 
in a sought-after location near 
Warley Woods.

It is for sale through Tom Giles 
estate agents at £380,000.

It has a covered porch, reception 
hall, a fitted cloakroom/WC, a 
lounge, dining room, kitchen, 
conservatory, landing, three 
bedrooms, a well-appointed 
bathroom with shower cubicle, a 
store cupboard, an outside store, 

outside WC, a garage, rear garden, 
gas boiler heating radiators and 
majority double glazing.

In more detail the lounge has 
a bay window and a gas fire with 
a fire surround. The dining room 
has a gas fire with a fire surround, 
ornamental coving to the ceiling, an 
ornamental ceiling rose, a picture 

rail and double glazed double 
doors. The conservatory has a 
panelled oak floor finish and double 
glazed doors to rear garden.

The cloakroom/WC has tiled 
flooring and ceiling spotlights. The 
kitchen has tiled flooring, ceiling 
spot lights, a four ring gas hob, 
cooker hood above, plumbing for 
a washing machine, plumbing for a 
dishwasher and an integrated fridge 
freezer.

Contact Tom Giles on 0121 
5526171.

An excellent family home lies in a popular spot
SMETHWICK
£380,000



connells.co.uk

leTTInGs | WesT BRoMWIcH

0121 553 0762  westbromwichlet@connells.co.uk 
3 Astle Park, West Bromwich, West Midlands B70 8ns

WeDnesBuRY

0121 556 2338 wednesbury@connells.co.uk
22 springhead, Wednesbury, West Midlands Ws10 9AD

lNO UPWARD CHAINl An extended two bedroom semi detached
bungalow with gated generous off road parking and garage. Comprising
lounge, extended kitchen with seperate dining area, bathroom, lean to,
generous off road parking & garage.

£165,000 
Newman Road, 
Tipton

BUNGALOW

lA BRAND NEW THREE BEDROOM HOME COULD BE YOURS
FROM £135,000 WITH HELP TO BUY SCHEMEl CALL FOR MORE
INFORMATIONl The properties have great transport links as well as
boasting spacious living accommodation throughout.

£169,995 
St Martins, Lower
Church Lane, Tipton

NEW
HOME

lMODERN TWO BEDROOM GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT WITH NO UPWARD
CHAINl The apartment is located in a popular location for access to train stations
and local amenities. Property has lounge, dining area, kitchen, bathroom, two
bedrooms, allocated parking space. lIDEAL INVESTMENT PROPERTYl

£70,000 
Ferguson Drive,
Tipton

NO
CHAIN

Connells Estate Agents in Wednesbury are please to release coming for sale
very soon a stunning range of 1,2,3 and 4 bedroom homes built by KOK
Developments. With many choices available these properties offer fantastic
transport links to the M6 J9. Call us for info and to register your interest.

POA 
Cottage Mews, 
Wood Green Road,

NEW
HOME

Leabrook Road, Wednesbury,
WS10 7NW.

Connells Estate Agents in Wednesbury 
are pleased to release a range of brand 
new two bedroom detached bungalows.

Having generous living space 
throughout and good size rear gardens 

the accommodation comprises lounge, kitchen, bathroom, two bedrooms,
off road parking, double glazing and central heating.

Reservations are being taken now so call us to arrange your inspection of the show home.
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Two-bed bungalow
for sale with no chain

Three-bedroom
semi-detached
home is close
to amenities

TIPTON
£150,000

WEST BROMWICH
£125,000

A delightful two-bedroomed semi-detached 
bungalow, 3 Myrtle Terrace, Tipton, is for sale 
through Skitts Estate Agents at £150,000 with no 
chain.

The property has great access to local schools 
such as The RSA Academy and Ocker Hill Primary.

This deceptively large residence has been 
maintained to a high specification with the kitchen 
fitted with a range of units, both bedrooms have 
built-in wardrobes, a good-sized lounge, a shower/
wet room, a large conservatory and front gardens.  
The conservatory has plumbing for a dishwasher, a 
telephone point, a television point and French doors 
leading out to the rear garden.

Contact Skitts on 0121 520 2255.

This three-bedroomed semi-
detached house in Atlas 
Grove, West Bromwich, is for 
sale through Skitts Estate 
Agents at £125,000.

The property is a short 
distance away from local 
schools, amenities and travel 
links. 

The accommodation briefly 
comprises a lounge, a kitchen/
diner, a utility, a downstairs 
shower room, three bedrooms, 
a bathroom and a rear garden.

In more detail the front 
garden has a path to a gate to 
the rear garden and a porch to 
the front door.

The entrance hall has stairs 
off to the first floor. 

The kitchen/diner has French 
doors to the rear garden 
and an under-stairs storage 
cupboard. 

Contact Skitts Estate Agents 
on 0121 520 2255 or visit 
www.skitts.net



CGI of 3 bedroom Holmewood home at Cedar Walk. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Available on selected plots reserved bY 31st January 2018, subject to terms and conditions. **Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. †Calls cost 2p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge.

D I SCOV E R • E X P E R I ENC E • JO IN U S

CEDAR WALK

OPEN: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm

TELEPHONE: 0845 652 0739†or 07702 984341

EMAIL: cedarwalksales@kier.co.uk

Tibbington Terrace, Tipton DY4 9Q J

www.kierliving.co.uk

R E S E RV E NOW FOR £99

WHER E UNR I VA L L ED L I V I NG B EG IN S

3 bedroom homes from £174,995 or
with Help to Buy £139,996**

Reserve a stunning Holmewood 3 bedroom home and

get carpets, vinyl plus up to £750 towards your legal fees.*

See how we go further with the finer details and imagine

the lifestyle you can have with the Kier way of living.

PLUS UP TO £750 TOWARDS LEGAL FEES*

carpets & vinyl

Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email auctions@cottons.co.uk
www.cottons.co.uk

Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property,
Land and Development Opportunities

Forthcoming
Auction

Tuesday 25th February 2014
to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club

Call for your FREE
Catalogue

Considering
Buying at
Auction?

Call for your FREE
No Obligation

Appraisal

Call for your

Considering Selling
by Auction?

:

Wednesday 14th February 2018

Auctioneers
of Residential and 

Commercial Property,
Land and Development 

Opportunities

GOING ONCE

  GOING TWICE

SOLD!
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A tremendous property, this six-
bedroomed detached residence 
in Lloyd Street, West Bromwich, is 
for sale through Connells Estate 
Agents at £675,000.

Its accommodation briefly 
comprises three reception areas, 
a kitchen/diner, a utility room, two 
bathrooms, six bedrooms, two 
with en-suites, a double garage, a 
stunning entrance hall with stairs 
and a large galleried landing off 
and off-road parking, garden and 
garage.

In more detail the entrance hall 
also has floor to ceiling feature 
windows. 

There is a downstairs shower 
room, lounge, a dining room, 
kitchen and a utility room to the 
ground floor.

Off the stunning first floor galleried 
landing is bedrooms one and two 

– both having en-suite bathrooms 
and three further bedrooms and a 
bathroom.

Then, off the second floor is 
bedroom six. 

The home also has a garage with 
electric up and over doors and a 
garden with lawn and a patio.

To book that all important viewing, 
contact the agents Connells on 0121 
525 1177 or for further information, 
visit their website at www.connells.
co.uk

Tremendous detached property has six bedrooms
WEST BROMWICH
£675,000



CGI of the 2 bedroom Morton at The Laurels. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Available on selected plots reserved before 31st January 2018, subject to terms and conditions. **Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions.

D I SCOV E R • E X P E R I ENC E • JO IN U S

THE LAURELS

VIEWING BY APPOINTMENTONLY

TELEPHONE: 07548 710763

EMAIL: thelaurelssales@kier.co.uk

off Ocker Hill Road, Tipton DY4 0UW

www.kierliving.co.uk

RES ERVE NOW FOR £99

WHER E UNR I VA L L ED L I V I NG B EG IN S

furnished
Reserve a 2 bedroom Morton home now for just £99 and

get an amazing furnture pack included* - featuring everything

you need from cups to cutlery, from sofa to double bed

plus so much more. Limited offer, don’t miss out.

2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes from £134,995
or with Help to Buy £107,996**

2 B EDROOM HOMES *
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Three-bed home in 
a quiet cul-de-sac

Three-bedroom
semi-detached
in need of
modernisation

WEDNESBURY
£130,000

OLDBURY
£135,000

This well proportioned and well presented three 
bedroomed semi-detached family home in 
Warwick Avenue, Wednesbury, lies in a quiet cul-
de-sac that only features a handful of properties.

On the popular Woods Estate, close to schools and 
amenities, it is for sale through Skitts Estate Agents 
at £130,000.

Its centrally-heated accommodation incorporates a 
lounge/diner and kitchen.

The full accommodation briefly comprises a 
reception hall, a lounge/diner, kitchen, two front and 
one rear bedroom and a bathroom and a separate 
WC. There are gardens to both the front and rear.

Contact Skitts Estate Agents on 0121 505 1818.

This three-bedroomed 
semi-detached house in 
need of refurbishment and 
modernisation in Links Road, 
Oldbury, is for sale through 
Wakeman Estate Agents at 
£135,000.

It has an enclosed porch, 
reception hall, kitchen, lounge/
dining room, lobby, WC, 
brick store, landing, three 
bedrooms and a bathroom. 
There is majority double 
glazing while the gas boiler 
has been removed and the 
heating system requires to be 
replaced. 

In more detail the kitchen 
is fitted with base units with 
cupboards and drawers 
beneath, complementary work 
tops, a bowl and a half single 
drainer sink with mixer tap, 
storage cupboards at high 
level, a walk-in store cupboard 
and a door to lobby with WC 
and brick store nearby. 

Contact Wakeman Estate 
Agents on 01384 459999.



Contact your Local High
Street Branch.

Property Auctions
0% Commission to sell

E S T A T E A G E N T S

Nightingale
Drive, Tipton
FEES APPLY

11

1 DEPC

£410 PCM
Oak Close,
Tipton
FEES APPLY

11

1 FEPC

£425 PCM
Wigginsmill Road,
Wednesbury
FEES APPLY

21

1 EEPC

£650 pcm

Forge Street,
Wednesbury

21

1 DEPC

Guide Price £55,000

SOLD
STC

SIMIL
AR RE

QUIRE
D

Upper High
Street,
Wednesbury

11

1 FEPC

£60,000
Avern Close,
Tipton

11

1 DEPC

£64,950
King Street,
Wednesbury

21

2 BEPC

O/O £100,000

Factory Road,
Tipton

21

1 CEPC

£114,950
Atlas Grove,
West Bromwich

31

2 DEPC

O/O £125,000
King Edward
Street, Darlaston

32

1 TBCEPC

£129,950

Pickrell Road,
Bilston

31

1 DEPC

£129,995
Myrtle Terrace,
Tipton

21

1 DEPC

£150,000

Oberon Grove,
Wednesbury

31

2 TBCEPC

£174,950

SOLD
STC

SIMIL
AR RE

QUIRE
D

Alder Road,
Wednesbury

32

1 EEPC

£175,000

SOLD
STC

SIMIL
AR RE

QUIRE
D

Kyngston Road,
West Bromwich

31

2 BEPC

O/O £220,000

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
NO SALE NO CHARGE

NONONSENSE ESTATEAGENCY

YOUONLY PAY FOR RESULTS !!

CALLYOUR LOCAL BRANCH TODAY

greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255
wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818
wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788188

westbromwich@skitts.net 0121 530 4240

wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324

sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868

lettings@skitts.net 0121 520 2255

dudley@skitts.net 01384 214 996

bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578

bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104

willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151
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Fencing

Plastering

Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning

Carpets

Blinds

Aeriels

Gardening

Electricians

DecoratingCarpentry

Garage Doors

Builders

LOW PRICES!
HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED

FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME
UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE,

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK

0121 565 4533
07948 941 738

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE

OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS
SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS,

GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS

EST
1985

EST
1985

T & D FENCING

www.TandDfencing.co.uk

%

✁

✁

Ring Tony or Julie on

07974 428 603
KEEP IT LOCAL

‘No Job Too Small’

ELECTRICIAN
Fully guaranteed work

Honest reliable service

J. J. Digital Aerials
Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite

WE GUARANTEE TO
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE

AERIALS £65 - SATELLITE £80
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST

Friendly, reliable service

0121 5306785/ 07919 597626

M&B
PAINTING &

DECORATORS
Over 25 years experience

NO JOB TOO SMALL
All quotes include white paint

for woodwork and ceilings
For a FREE friendly quote

Call Mick on 07896054108
or Bart on 07825568581

Whitehouse
Electrical & Sons
Professional and reliable service

Registered Company EPP31221

• Complete Rewires
• Shower Installations
• Testing - Inspection
• Fuseboard Upgrades
• Domestic - Commercial
• Security Alarms
• Landlord Certs

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT
07766 105131

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk

Part P
Approved
InstallerColourZone

Interior & exterior painting
and decorating

0121 434 5679 07507 070786

• Special rates for OAPs
• 25 years experience
• Fully insured

HUNTER BUILD
* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors
* Fascia and Soffits * Plastering and Tiling
* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business

For quote

07752 506695 | 0121 556 7203

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding,

partitions, re-skimming and artex covering.

07538 718264

C.A. Plastering

CaNo job too small

Conservatory/Dining Room/ Kitchen/ Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom
All blinds are made to measure direct from the factory

5 Days
from Factory

to Fitting

Visit our Factory Showroom:
Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB
Showrooms also at: • Bearwood Indoor Market

Oldbury
Health
Centre
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BIRMINGHAM STREET

UNITY PLACE

WE ARE
HERE

Your Local Black Country Blinds Manufacturer
✔ Suitable for any room and environment
✔ Light control in all situations
✔ Huge selection of fabrics
Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics
Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing

Don’t be blinded by
sunlight this summer......

www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 572 9713 Fabrics only Service available

LL MM SS
GGAARRAAR GGEE DDOOOORRSS
AAllll ttyyppeess ooff ddoooorrss
ssuupppplliieedd aanndd fifitttteedd

FFaasstt llooww ccoosstt ,, ssaammee
ddaayy rreeppaaiirrss

FFoorr aa ffrreeee ssuurrvvr eeyy aanndd
qquuoottee ccaallll

00112211 555599 00445555
0077559922 111188770077

*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes

*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK
01384 213644 or 07733 226568

ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD

AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified,
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES

MB electric

mbelectric.co.uk

0121 3690311

07939 503905

All domestic and commercial

electrical works undertaken

Home rewiring from £800

For a high quality
local service call :

Choose at Home Service
Free Quotations and Measuring.

We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples
bed and sofa brochures to your door

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T.
Help move heavy furniture, up lift

plus take away old carpets
plus Shave Doors

Bromley Carpets / BedsAbleAb&

PLUS FREE FITTING
(on selected carpets T & C’s Apply)

SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS

Family Run Est since 1978

Carpets
from

£3.50sq yd

Divan Beds and
Mattresses
from only
£72

50%OFFUP TOUP
Check out our video and 5 star reviews on c

www.ablecarpets.co.uk

Double Divan Bed
Free Headboard
2 Free Drawers

Was £699 Now £399

000111222111 555888888 777111111666
West Brom, Walsall

Wednesbury

0001112221 530 3633
Tipton, Oldbury

Smethwick

01902 880541
Upper Gornal

Sedgley, W’ton

FREE DELIVERY -
DISPOSAL - AND SET

UP ON BEDS & SUITES

January
Sale

Now On

33 SSSeater Sofa
only

££399

We cover all areas

CLEANCARE
Carpet & Upholstery

Cleaners
Fully Trained

Insured
Est:over 12 years
Friendly service
For free quotes

Call
(07816) 817744

Tel:0121 503 0854

Simply Doors Walsall
Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX

01922 623151 or 07810 122133
www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk

External UPVC and composite doors
also available

6 internal
pre-finished doors
fully fitted for
£425

complete with handles

Late night
opening

Thursdays
till 7pm

To advertise your business and reach more than 61,597 potential customers...
Call us on...

01902 319590
E-mail us at...

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk
Post to...

Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Country
House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG

Local
Specialists

Local
Specialists

Local SpecialistsLocal Specialists
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Upholstery

Skip Hire

Wrought Iron

Roofing

Rubbish RemovalProperty MaintenancePlumbing & Heating

Plumbing

Handyman

Holt
ornamental
Ironworkr

Gates, Railings, Stairways.
Garden Balconies,
07966 526528

www.holtornamentalironwork.co.uk

1. Visit our
ClassifiedAds website

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk

2. Call our Classified sales
team on 01902 317 878

3. Self Serve -
Create your own advert
in print and online - visit:

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk

Brought to you by

Buy and
sell with
ClassifiedsAds

ALWAYS
V.S.K.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

HouseHold Waste,
sHed & GaraGe ClearanCe

House & Garden ClearanCe
tree FellinG,

also ConiFers lopped

0121-532 2392
FREE QUOTES

West Bromwich

MINI/MIDI
SKIPS

(0121) 520 3388
07721 387990

RUSSELL SKIPS

For more info call now on 0121 434 5679 / 07507 070786

STSPlumbing&TilingServices
ALL GENERAL PLUMBING & TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN

✓ BATHROOM SUITESS
✓ RADIATORS
✓ TANKS
✓ SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S

✓ TAPS
✓ LEAKSS
✓ PIPEWORK
✓ FREE QQUOOTATIOONSS

ALL
WEATHER
ROOFING
Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat

Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges,
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE

Over 30 years experience

& 0121 420 1582
NO CALL OUT CHARGE
Mobile Number: 07947 839451

allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com

KEN
BANNISTER
Plumbing and Heating

All Plumbing,
Central Heating

undertaken.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Free estimate and advice

07964 997 845
0121 557 5958

“For those little jobs that just need doing”

Special OAP Rates
* SPECIAL OFFER *

Sure stop remote stop clocks. Stops leaks instantly

No job too small

Not sure?
Just call and to save you
cost I will call you back
07804 124 730

The Handy
and Odd
Job Man

ROB’S
RUBBISH

EST.
SINCE 1992

A CHEAP RUBBISH
REMOVAL 7 DAYS
Small Jobs NO PROBLEM

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates
Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods,

House Clearances, Furniture

0121 500 6033
07938 207122

★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring
★ Complete House Renovation

★ Painting & Decorating
★ Plumbing / emergencies

★ Building work

All work guaranteed
For a FREE quote call

Wayne on:

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261

W.H. SERVICES
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing

H Flat Roofs H Plastering

Steve Smith Gas Services
07817 906745/ 01562 730882

• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts
• General/Breakdown Service
• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers,
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners
• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience

550781

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group)
Over 35 years experience

● Fast Roof Repairs ● Felt Work & Guttering
● New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys
● uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes
● All Building Work Undertaken
● All Work Guaranteed ● All Areas Covered

REGISTERED

221874

MCP PLUMBING
& HEATING

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating
Work Undertaken

Servicing and Repairs
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation

07852 150057

A.J.B. Waste Management
Try us for a FREE no obligation quotation
FOR A CHEAP RUBBISH REMOVAL 6 DAYS

Small jobs NOT A PROBLEM
We load, No Skips, Free qquuoottaattiioonn

GARDEN, HOUSEHOLD, SHED, GARAGEE,
WHITE GOODS, HOUSE CLEARANCES FURNITURE.

You can also bring your own waste
to our fully licensed transfer station

CALL TODAY AND LETS TALK RUBBISH

Tel 0121 520 7731

All installations and repairs
Supply and fit or fit only

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes
Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms)

w w.household-plumbing.co.uk

RE-UPHOLSTERY
SERVICES

Specialists in
Re-upholstery, Repairs and

Antiques
CONTRACT & DOMESTIC

No Job Too Small
FREE ESTIMATES

Choice of patterns
Quality Workmanship

SOFA WORKSHOP
Oldbury

Tel: 07816 818492 anytime
email: vince.gandley@yahoo.com

Tom Corbett Roofing Services
Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199
• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed
• Slate & Tile Repairs

• Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing
• Gutter Replacement & Cleaning

30 YEARS’
EXPERIENCE

FREE
QUOTATIONS

To advertise your business and reach more than 61,597 potential customers...
Call us on...

01902 319590
E-mail us at...

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk
Post to...

Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Country
House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG

Our Specialist Section
offers you a wide range

of local businesses
and tradesman to deal
with your needs and

requirements.

Local
Specialists

Local SpecialistsLocal Specialists
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Household
Appliances

Items For Sale

Items Wanted

Funeral Directors

Plumbing & Heating

Skip Hire

Removals

PC’s, Laptops &
Accessories

House Clearances

Service

Antique Fairs

Car Boot Sales

In Your Garden

Music Shop

Caravans/
Motorhomes

Caravans Wanted

Jumble Sales /
Fetes

Appliance Repairs

Carpet Fitters

Fencing

Gas Fitting

Gardening Services

Lock Services

Plans Prepared

Painters/
Decorators

Plastering

Alarms/Security

Roofing

Handyman Services

Driveways & Patios

Building Services

Kitchen Fitters

Gates

Bathrooms

Building Supplies

Furniture

Aerials

PREMIER
ALARMS

Supplied and Fitted £249
Servicing and Repairs
12 Months Warranty

All areas covered
All quotes beaten!

Call: 0121 601 9791

ADVERTISERS ARE
REMINDED

That the Business Advertise-
ments (Disclosure) Order of
1977 requires that advertise-
ments must clearly differentiate

between Private and Trade.

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN
No job too small or large. Call Will
for a free quote on: 07521 411108.

ALL PLUMBING WORK
UNDERTAKEN

No job too large. All work
guaranteed.

Call Will for a free quote

07521 411108

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20
years experience. Call 07881
654757 or 01543 373233.

KT HOUSE REMOVALS
12 years experience.

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS.
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED.

Free Quotes - Call Ric on:

07771 727119

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single
items to full load removals. Local /
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119.

STONES SKIP HIRE
0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk

READERS ARE ADVISED
To check that anyone

carrying out any Gas work
is Gas Safe Registered.

It is an offence under the Gas
Safety (Installation and Use)
Regulations 1998 to carry out
gas work in the UK without
being on the Gas Safe Register.

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in
supplying/ fitting gates and railings.
Free quotes: 07497 667752.

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE
Clean and Reliable, All Work
Under taken, Al l Areas. Cal l
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943.

READERS ARE ADVISED to
carefully consider all of their options
before agreeing to the sale of any
of their items.

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your
Removal needs. 07429 453209/
01902 830870 / 01384 940260.

C&D DECORATING City & Guilds /
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring.
Free quotes, call 07973 286288.

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or
just fitted, quality samples brought
to your home, no job too small, free
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 /
07941 619694.

AAA DIGITAL
AERIALS

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99
01902 858191 • 01384 429166
01543 439095 • 01922 716029

CLIENT
COMPUTERS

Certified technician &
Microsoft partner.

Repair & maintain laptops
and PCs. In West Midlands.
Virus removal, broken

screens, wifi.
Windows problems etc.
Home visits or bring to me.
Long established.
Laptops available.

0121 556 9481

CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified
technician and microsoft partner.
Repair and maintain laptops and
pcs. Vi rus removal , broken
screens, wifi, windows problem etc.
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481

WS3 2BQ
Bloxwich Fencing Ltd
or 01922 712184

6x5
Lap Panels
£15 each (inc vat)

Supply and Fit or DIY
Credit cards taken • Free quotes

WS3 2BQ

01922 712184

✔

✔

✔

✔

CASH PAID
£300+ PER OUNCE

FOR 9 CARAT GOLD.
ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED!

HOUSE CLEARANCES!
gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins,

watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, any
oriental items, old brass items, any silver

items, War medals military etc.
Lady Buyer

Call: 01922 495066
or 07971 783206

GOLDSHILL SKIPS
Bring your own waste

cheaper than skips. General,
Green, Wood waste any size

vehicle. Phone for prices:
0121 557 3346

FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it
to Katharine House Hospice. We
col lect for f ree. Telephone
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford
01785 247630, House clearance
service 01785 760715.

Reg charity
number:
1011712

Call us now on 01785 760715
for details or to arrange a FREE collection

Furniture not sold,
why not donate it?
We can turn your quality used
furniture into 1st class care

for patients at Katharine House

katharine
house
hospice
embracing life and living

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros.
Call 07900 578897 / 07801 746853.

P.W DRIVEWAYS
The Block Paving Specialists.

Patios, Driveways, Pathways etc.
SPECIAL OFFER £50 PSM

(JANUARY ONLY)
Free Quotes & Advice

0800 747 1435

Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services

www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk
01922 898 710 / 07973 177 976

AAAAAAAAAll garden work, tree felling/lopping,
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf,

patios, fencing, block-paving etc.

CHESTNUT
SHEDS AND

FENCING LTD
Manufacturers and Suppliers of

Heavy Duty Fully Tanalised Sheds,
Summerhouses &

All Garden Buildings.
Super Quality/Competitive Prices

Bespoke Buildings Fitting Available
Unit 17, Oak Street,

Quarry Bank DY5 2JH
01384 913422/01384 569779
www.chestnutshedsandfencing.co.uk

CREAM LEATHER three piece
suite, with pouffe, immaculate con-
dition, hardly used, £350. Details
01889 577390.

Call: 01902 366855/
07761 973975

GAS
SERVICES
• Boilers • Cookers
• Fires • Gas Checks
• Landlord Certificates
• Gas Leaks Traced

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired
Same Day Service

Free Quotes
DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs

HALLAM STREET
METHODIST CHURCH

West Bromwich
JUMBLE SALE

Saturday, January 13, 2018.
at 12 noon.

VINTAGE TOYS

Star Wars, He-Man, Ghost
Busters, Ninja Turtles, Corgi or

Dinky.

All vintage toys considered.

Good prices paid.

Unleash the cash in your loft.

Call Tony on 07812 903338.

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote,
full or part loads, all areas. Anything
considered. Call on 07867 862227.

HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb-
ing, heating, gardening & decorat-
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free
quotes call 07497 826697.

Steve -
AA Digital Aerials

“I am very pleased
with the response

I get from my
Classified

Advertising
Contract”

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR YOU!

Michael-
Portway Fencing

“I am extremely happy with
the service I get from my
Express & Star Classified

Sales Representatives and
would recommend them to
anyone! They have done a
very professional job with
my website so I get online

enquiries as well now.”

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR YOU!

WANTED
ALL CARAVANS

Any age or condition
TOP PRICES PAID

Immediate collection.
CALL THOMAS
07717 280 996
www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas
work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free
quotes call: 07540 950588.

ASH RECLAMATION new and
used building materials, upvc doors
and windows 01543 453222.

ASH RECLAMATION
All reclaimed

building materials
UPVC doors and windows

New and Used
Gatehouse Trading Est.

Lichfield Road, Brownhills,
WS8 6JZ

01543 453222
07956 627367

RUSSELL
SKIPS

Mini, midi skips
Prompt delivery / collection

(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990

A absolute affordable skip

YOUR LOC L ND N
FREE QUOTES

All work guaranteed, Most trades
covered, References available on

request. No job too big or too small!
CALL MIKE: 07947 621047

0121 6010479

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans.
Drawn and submitted to council.
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037.
Email: adamdesign@sky.com

In your time of need
we’ll take care of all the
funeral arrangements.

• Est. 1907
• 24 hour service

G. Gibbs
Funeral Directors
44 All Saints Way

West Bromwich B71 1PZ

0121 553 0442

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company.

Turn To Us For
Help and Support

TWO CREAM leather armchairs,
reclining, good condition, £95 the
two. 07944 093675.

APPROVED CONTRACTOR
A

LOCKRITE local father and daugh-
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr
service. 01922 780078.

A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST
Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251.

AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST
Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky,
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts
and TV set ups. 07850 330251.

ALL ROUND
CLEARANCE

Professional family run business
House clearances full or part,

also garages, sheds etc.
Telephone Kev

07794 912844

ANTIQUE/
COLLECTORS
VINTAGE FAIR
CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET,

HALESOWEN, B63 3AT
FRIDAY 12TH JANUARY

8:30 AM - 3 PM
07783 680 627

H

H

H

H

SPECIAL OFFER
10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts,

gravel boards £695
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted.

0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm
Sat 8am - 12noon
83 Portway Rd, W’bury
www.portwayfencing.co.uk

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

PIANO LESSONS
5 Week Starter Course

IDEAL GIFT
5 Lessons only £40
Fun & Friendly Piano

Teacher

Call Dawn Elizabeth on:
07973 705739

G & D BUILDERS
Over 35 years exp

All aspects of building work
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing,

driveways & landscaping.
All work guaranteed

07837 994465 / 01902 579592

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Ti les,
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066.
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk

CARAVAN for sale, North Wales,
must go, fees paid till 2019. Quick
sale, mint condition. 07590 124226.

Caravans from £10,995
Near Aberystwyth

12 months owner season! Amazing
facilities, funding options available

from 10% deposit (T&C’s apply)
Call Ciaran on 07542456117

or email
CiaranAndrewWilliams@outlook.com

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid
for house clearances and bereave-
ments. Also removals undertaken.
07852 172641 / 07710 360327

MG ROOFING
Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs,

Fascias and Gutters.
Call 01902 238989 /

07580 465449.
www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk

AAA SKIP HIRE all sizes available,
competitive prices : 01922 711411
(option 2) or 07592 940556.

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30
yrs exp. All work guaranteed.
01543 327130 or 07519 694516.

MINT PLASTERING
For the very best in plastering and rendering,

full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls,
stairs and landings from 200

30 years experience.
Free quotes. All work guaranteed

01543 327130 / 07519 694516INDOOR CAR BOOT SALE
Saturday, January 13.

12 noon - 2pm.
ST. MARKS CHURCH HALL

Thimblemill Road
Smethwick
B67 6LP.

LADY DECORATOR Full house or
one wall to customer requirements.
Free quotes call: 07522 643706.

BATHROOM DESIGN All bath-
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com-
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548.

ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS,
etc. Free quotes, also repairs &
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours.

JANUARY CLEARANCE
AUTOS FROM £89, COOKERS,

FRIDGE FREEZERS, ALL DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES AT SALE PRICE!

Past & Present
24 - 26 church street, Bilston

(opposite town hall).

VINTAGE TOYS

Star Wars, He-Man, Ghost
Busters, Ninja Turtles, Corgi or

Dinky.

All vintage toys considered.

Good prices paid.

Unleash the cash in your loft.

Call Tony on 07812 903338.

2
Leisure
Time

3
Home &
Services

Buy Local, Sell Local

Index

FreeAds

IT’S
FREE
IT’S
EASY
For items up to £250

VISIT:
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk

Simply press the free ad icon.
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock.
Private advertisers only.

Place a paid for advert

By Phone 01902 317878
8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri.
Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays

Online
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk

In person
At your local Express & Star Office.
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm
Monday - Friday for the next day’s
advertisement or also before 3.00pm
Friday for Monday’s advertisement.

what’s on
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Business
Opportunities

Personal

Public Notices

Upholstery

Cars Over £1500

Vehicles Wanted

Commercial
Vehicles

Mobile Mechanics

Cars Under £1500

Scrap Vehicles

Pets Corner

Rubbish Removal

Storage

Commercial
Premises

Part Time - General

Full Time General

Full Time General

Engineering

Properties Wanted

Overseas Property

Accommodation To
Let

CROWN MOTORS guarantee best
price for your unwanted cars/vans.
07903 549849, buyer will call.

NOTICE TO READERS
Readers are advised to seek

independent legal advice before
entering into any financial commit-
ments/contracts.

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver-
tisement today? We would respect-
fully remind advertisers that it is
their responsibility to inform the
publishers of any mistakes or inac-
curacies on the first day of publica-
tion.

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver-
tisement today? We would respect-
fully remind advertisers that it is
their responsibility to inform the
publishers of any mistakes or inac-
curacies on the first day of publica-
tion.

NOTICE TO READERS
Please be aware that when

purchasing a puppy there are
some simple guidelines you can
follow to ensure that you are not
purchasing from a Puppy

Farmer:
1. Try to ensure you visit the
puppy whilst it is still with it's

Mother.
2. Do not arrange to collect a
puppy from any other location

than that of the breeder.
3. Ensure that you are given any
KC documentation, if pedigree.
Whi ls t Mid land News
Association publications take
great care to avoid publication
of advertisements from Puppy
Farmers we cannot accept any

liability should readers
purchase from this kind of

establishment.

READERS are recommended to
take appropriate professional
advice before entering into any
obligations.

NOTICE TO READERS
It is an offence under the Accom-

modation Agencies Act 1953, for an
Agency to charge a fee simply for
the registration of your require-
ments and/or supplying particulars
of premises to let.

1. Visit our
ClassifiedAds website

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk

2. Call our Classified sales
team on 01902 317 878

3. Self Serve -
Create your own advert
in print and online - visit:

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk

Brought to you by

Buy and
sell with
ClassifiedsAds

MR B’S UPHOLSTERY

01543 500677 07738 851601

RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S,
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS,

CAR RETRIMS AND MORE.
www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk

OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded
that it is an offence under the Scrap
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy
scrap cars/metal for cash.

NOTICE TO READERS
Readers are advised to seek

independent legal advice before
entering into any financial commit-
ments.

LEGAL / PUBLIC
NOTICES

For convenience youmay fax
any advertising requirements to

Marie Hogg on
01902 713146

or email marie.hogg@
expressandstar.co.uk

(remember to include a
name/contact number for
confirmation of receipt)

SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Sandfield Road, West Bromwich)
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2018 intends to temporarily prohibit
vehicles from proceeding along Sandfield Road, West Bomwich. Traffic will
be diverted via Walsall Road, Stone Cross Roundabout, Walsall Road and
vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating
a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by
06/04/18, effective from 22/01/18. Purpose – relay of a new gas main
by Cadent Gas.

TWO BED house to let, Willenhall,
recently modernised, £530pcm. No
Dss. 07830 429612.

PROFESSIONAL,
DIVORCED MALE 50'S

Own home, car, seeks genuine
female for friendship, nights

out.
A new year may be a new

start.
Cannock and surrounding

areas.
Box Number P21032 ,

Express and Star,
Queen Street,

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES.

ABC AUTO SALVAGE
WANTED URGENT

Scrap & MOT Failures Best
Prices Paid ELV Registered

Spares Always Available
0121 557 0800 or
0121 557 0400.
Oldbury Area.

Webuy houses
Sell your house fast

- avoid repossession
- behind on payments

- job relocation
- unwanted inheritance

Whatmore -
we buy in any condition
No estate agent fees

We pay all your legal fees

ACT NOW !
Contact us on :

07796801219 / 07988882090

TAXI OFFICE OPERATOR Dudley
area. Knowledge of local area and
own transpor t would be an
advantage. Experience preferred
but not essential. Main hours,
Fri/Sat 17.00 - 01.00. Email:
ali.waterfrontcars@live.co.uk

SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
The council proposes to make The Borough Council of Sandwell (Clifton Lane, West
Bromwich) (One-Way Traffic) Order 2018, to prohibit any vehicles travelling along Clifton
Lane, West Bromwich in a southerly direction throughout its entirety from its junction
with Jervoise Lane to its junction with Charlemont Road. The provisions of this Order
shall not apply to a vehicle when being used by the police, fire brigade or ambulance
service. Full details can be examined at Highways Services, Sandwell Council House,
Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE during normal office hours and on
the council’s website. Objections in writing by 01/02/2018, to Robin Weare,
Services Manager Highways, at Freeth Street address above, or by email to:
trevor_chatwin@sandwell.gov.uk

FURNACE MAINTENANCE
ENGINEER / MANAGER
Manage PPM for suite of Vacuum &
Plasma furnaces. Record & report
on all maintenance activities /
plans. Respond to unplanned
issues / diagnosing & problem
solving. Source and work with
Contractors. More info: matthew@
tamworth-heat.co.uk

STORAGE GARAGE WS6
Security post, 247 access. £70pcm.
£100 Deposit, 07748 527049

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste,
House Clearance. 07969 628382

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in
Oldbury, West Bromwich and
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore
Properties 0121 520 5318.

• MOT’S
• Servicing
• Tyres

• Diagnostics
• Air con
• Auto Electrics

07809 871733
mbmotorsstaffordshire.co.uk

mbmotors@outlook.com

MB MOTORS
MOBILE MECHANIC

FREE TO good home, ginger/white
male indoor neutered cat, 10 years
old. 07527 708736.

CITREON PICASSO XSARA
2004, low mileage of 64k,

serviced, long MoT,
good condition.

Bargain £600 o.n.o.
0121 357 5026.

WE ARE NOW
RECRUITING!
SUPPORT WORKERS £8.00ph
SENIOR SUPPORT WORKERS £9.00ph

FULL TIME & PART TIME
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Apply today:
www.inshoresupportltd.co.uk

or call Stephanie on 01384 421460
for an application pack

ASSISTANT / TRAINEE Land
Surveyor All training provided,
dr iv ing Licence prefer red.
Apply in wr i t ing manda@
mandasurveys.co.uk

BEECHCROFT
RESIDENTIAL HOME

Salop Drive, Oldbury, West
Midlands B68 9AG

PART TIME
CARE ASSISTANTS

Male / Female Care Assistants
required part time

NVQ II preferable but
not essential.

For further information
please telephone

0121 429 2993
or email CV to beech@
carltoncaregroup.co.uk

MOT TEST CLASS 4
Free collection and delivery.
Call 07901 655202

NO DEPOSIT
★MOVE IN TODAY★

Studios
from £90pw*

Rooms
from £65pw*
*Includes Most Bills

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST

01902 213121
J9accommodation.com

WALLACE HILL (Deceased)
Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a claim against or an
interest in the Estate of the above
named, late of 71 Victoria Road,
Tipton, West Midlands DY4 8SW, who
died on 25/11/2017, are required to
send written particulars thereof to the
undersigned on or before 12/03/2018,
after which date the Estate will be
distributed having regard only to the
claims and interests of which they have
had notice.
Simplify Channel Ltd, 8 Clifford
Street, LondonW1S 2LQ. Ref: 145497

SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
Regeneration and Planning

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England)
Order 2015

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the
beginning of each group of applications.
This is a major application.

DC/17/61361 Mrs Lynne Hill
Black Country
Housing Group
Limited

Land Off
John Street
West Bromwich

Proposed 4 No. one bedroom
and 6 No. two bedroom flats with
associated works, car parking
and landscaping.

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.45a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.45a.m. to 5.00p.m. Friday)
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk).
Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting
the application reference number.
MR JAN BRITTON, Chief Executive

RENAULT MEGAN ESTATE

MoT till July 2018,

£750 ono.

For more info call

01785 841272.

Part time

TOOLMAKER
required

Can work hours to suit.
For work on press tools, jigs and fixtures.
Established company in West Bromwich.
Must be an experienced toolmaker. May suit
someone retired or semi - retired who only wants to
work flexible hours.
Rate: Negotiable dependant on experience.

Call: 07858 552 932

MERCEDES ELEGANCE
E240

Metallic beige, 8 mths MoT,
96,000mls. Good condition

slight rust on front wing. Ideal
wedding car.

£800 ono
07766 835047

VAUXHALL CORSA 2004, 29,000
Miles, Dark Blue, electric windows,
air bag, air con, long MoT, CD
Player£900 ono 07794724128

TRANSIT CONNECT
55 plate, 5 months MoT,

good runner,
ready to go.

£650.
07792 299612.

MR MAGIC
Happy new Year.

I want to say you are truly
wonderful, caring and loving.

Thank you for the past year, for
giving me strength to carry on.
Here's to another year with you

my love.
Love you forever and a day.

Mrs Magic.
X X X X X

AUDI A4 S LINE TDi AUTO
MULTI TRONIC

2012 reg.
4 door saloon.

Grey.
6 months MoT.

FSH, 133,000 miles
Excellent condition.
Photo on request.

£8,850 ono.
0755 7979582.

4
Pets &
Animals

5
Business &
Farming

6
Property

7
Jobs

8
Motoring

9
Local

Information

10
Personals

BUY
LOCAL
SELL
LOCAL

01902 317878
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Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 10-4

5 1TB

.co.uk
GarageOak .co.ukOak Garage

Tel: 01384 906030
Unit 1 , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY

O i Ti

Fi A dFinance Arranged
Within 60 Mins

Only 200 Yards From
Merry Hill Shopping Centre:

Sales Line Open Tonight Call Steve 07747 633329

Low Mileage
64 Ford B-max 1.0 EcoBoost Zetec Red Only 6000 Miles £9,495
64 Citroen Berlingo Diesel 1.6 HDi 90 VTR Blue Only 7000 Miles £8,995
64 Citroen DS3 1.6 VTi 16V DStyle Plus 3dr Mauve 7000 Miles £8,995
64 Vauxhall Astra Gtc Coupe 1.4T 140 Sport 3dr Auto Red 9000 Miles £8,495
66 Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 1.4T Design Silver Only 10000 Miles £13,495
14 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec Powershi� Red Only 11000 Miles £8,995
64 Nissan Micra 1.2 Acenta CVT Red Only 12000 Miles £7,995
65 Citroen C4 Picasso Sp Edi�ons 1.6 BlueHDi Sel White 12000 Miles £11,995
Citroen
63 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VTi 16V Exclusive EGS6 Blue 14k £7,995
60 Citroen C3 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi 8V Airdream+ Green 61k £4,295
14 Citroen C3 Picasso Estate 1.6 VTi 16V Exclusive White 19k £7,995
62 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi Pla�numWhite 28k £8,495
64 Citroen C4 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi VTR+ Blue 19k £9,495
06 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto White 79k £9,995
58 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto White 64K £8,995
64 Citroen DS3 Diesel 1.6 BlueHDi DSport Plus White 30k £8,795
64 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Air Excl Black 22k £12,495
Ford
62 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.25 Zetec 3dr [82] White 50k £4,995
14 Ford Focus 1.6 125 Titanium Navigator Powershi� Blue 25k £8,995
14 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec Navigator ECOne�c Black 98k £5,995
59 Ford Focus Hatchback 1.6 Titanium Blue 53k £4,695
60 Ford Focus Hatchback 1.6 Zetec Silver 60k £4,295
64 Ford Grand C-max Diesel 1.6 TDCi Zetec Brown 17k £10,495
64 Ford S-max 1.6 TDCi Zetec [Start Stop] Silver 37k £10,995
64 Ford S-max Diesel Estate 2.0 TDCi 163 Titanium Blue 33k £13,995
Nissan
61 Nissan Juke 1.6 Acenta [Premium Pack] Silver 61k £6,795
64 Nissan Juke Diesel Hatchback 1.5 dCi Acenta Silver 14k £8,995
12 Nissan Juke Hatchback 1.6 Acenta Red 27k £7,495
15 Nissan Micra Hatchback 1.2 Visia White 18k £5,695
64 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Acenta Premium Auto Red 20k £8,495
64 Nissan Note Diesel Hatchback 1.5 dCi Tekna Blue 38k £7,495
64 Nissan Note Hatchback 1.2 DiG-S Acenta Premium Red 22k £7,795
62 Nissan Note Special Edi�ons 1.4 N-Tec+ Silver 43k £5,795
64 Nissan Qashqai 1.2 DiG-T Acenta [Smart Vision Pack] Silver 24k £11,495
14 Nissan Qashqai 1.2 DiG-T Acenta [Smart Vision] Beige 29k £11,495
64 Nissan Qashqai Diesel 1.5 dCi Acenta Smart Vision White 50k £10,995

Peugeot
64 Peugeot 2008 Diesel Estate 1.4 HDi Ac�ve Grey 30k £7,995
11 Peugeot 3008 Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi 112 Ac�ve EGC Silver 59k £5,495
64 Peugeot 3008 Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi Ac�ve Grey 29k £9,495
14 Peugeot 3008 Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi Ac�ve Silver 13k £8,995
64 Peugeot 308 Diesel Sw Estate 1.6 HDi 92 Ac�ve Grey 19k £8,995
64 Peugeot 5008 Diesel Estate 1.6 e-HDi Allure EGC Grey 37k £10,995
Renault
64 Renault Captur 1.5 dCi 90 Dynam S MediaNav Cream/black 31k £8,995
64 Renault Clio 1.5 dCi 90 Dynamique MediaNav EDC Black 44k £7,995
64 Renault Clio Diesel 1.5 dCi 90 Dynam MediaNav Energy Red 48k £6,995
14 Renault Scenic 1.5 dCi Dynamique TomTom Energy Beige 16k £8,995
Vauxhall
64 Vauxhall Astra Sports Tourer 2.0 CDTi 16V Elite Brown 39k £7,995
64 Vauxhall Insignia Sports Tourer 2.0 CDTi Design Blue 29k £9,995
11 Vauxhall Meriva Estate 1.4i 16V Exclusiv Blue 22k £4,995
64 Vauxhall Mokka Diesel 1.7 CDTi SE 5dr Auto Black 30k £10,995
64 Vauxhall Mokka Hatchback 1.4T Tech Line Auto Red 43k £10,995
Others
10 Hyundai I20 Special Edi�ons 1.2 Edi�on 3dr Red 21k £4,295
64 Kia Sportage Diesel Estate 1.7 CRDi ISG 1 White 25k £11,495
64 Mercedes-benz B Class B180 CDI Sport Black 36k £11,995
64 Mitsubishi Asx Estate 1.6 2 Red 18k £8,995
64 Mitsubishi Mirage Hatchback 1.2 3 5dr CVT Green 23k £6,995
14 Skoda Octavia Diesel 1.6 TDI CR Elegance Brown 42k £9,995
14 Skoda Ye� Estate 1.2 TSI SE 5dr DSG Green 51k £9,495
64 Volkswagen Golf Cabriolet 1.6 TDI BlueMo�on Tech SE Blue 49k £10,495
64 Volkswagen Golf Diesel Hatch 1.6 TDI 105 Match Blue 36k £9,995
14 Volvo V40 Diesel D2 Cross Country Lux Powershi� Bronze 24k £10,995

www.oakgarage.co.uk

Sales Line Open Tonight Call Steve 07747 633329
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Fiesta matures from cheeky 
chappie into a serious adult
A couple of miles into the test drive I realised the car 
was humming quietly along the main road – in fourth 
gear. 

If ever you needed a demonstration that the new 
Fiesta has matured into an even more serious player 
here it was, with two gears left to go.

At a stroke the best selling car in the UK for the last 
eight years has turned from cheeky chappie (but loads 
of fun) into a car that feels bigger and softer and not 
quite so keen to have a laugh with you.

That certainly applies to the likely biggest seller 
in the new range, the Zetec trim version with its 100 
horsepower engine and – crucially – new six-speed 
gearbox instead of the previous five.

The Zetec – second up in a Fiesta pecking order 
stretching from 70 horsepower petrol £12,715 Style to 
120 horsepower diesel £21,225 Vignale – is an instant 
charmer. More so on the inside than out, you’d have 
to say. The exterior of the latest Fiesta has grown very 
modestly and is completely restyled, although you 
might never guess.

That’s as fine compliment to the outgoing model 
as you could pay; don’t mess with a look that’s won 
thousands of sales. The result is a car with space to 
spare in the front – and a near perfect driving position –  
but just enough room in the rear for a couple of adults 
and a boot big enough for a family’s supermarket shop 
but less generous than some of the competition.

The boot is big enough for a supermarket shop

The exterior of the latest Fiesta has grown very modestly

By Ian Donaldson

Inside is where the attention needed to be paid, with 
the old car’s dashboard looking increasingly like a 
relic from the past, littered with meanly sized displays 
and an excess of tiny buttons. All gone! Replaced 
in the modern minimalist fashion by a big iPad-like 
touchscreen that looks smart but doesn’t have a lot 
to say for itself without a satellite navigation map on 
display (sat nav is standard on some dearer cars, a 
£300 option on others).

If the all-change interior is much needed step up, 
the engine choice is mostly as before, which is no bad 
thing if you enjoy the willing thrum of a three-cylinder 
petrol unit. Gone is the old and mildly asthmatic 1.25 
litre engine, with most new Fiestas using versions of 
the established 1.0 litre three-cylinder unit in differing 
outputs – 100/125/140 horsepower and with CO2 
readings from as low as 97g/km. 

The old 1.5 litre diesel engine remains, in two power 
outputs (85/120 horsepower, from 82g/km), but will 
take less than one in ten sales.

The new six-speed manual gearbox will feature in 
the bulk of new Fiestas, which will have five doors too. 
Ford is sticking with a three-door option in a market 
increasingly ditching this choice on the grounds 
that not enough buyers bother these days to make it 
worthwhile.

The on-paper list price of most cars is an irrelevance 
these days and that’s absolutely the case with the 
Fiesta, where 85 per cent of private buyers will opt for 
a personal contract plan (PCP) that provides a Zetec-
spec car from £116 a month over three years and with a 
£5,000 deposit. That’s an increase of £15 a month over 
the outgoing and a drive in the new one makes that 
look a sensible investment.

Tweaks to the suspension and clearly a lot of work 
on soundproofing have changed the Fiesta into a car 
that quietly soaks up bad British road surfaces, only 
objecting a little to the biggest bumps, and turning into 
corners with most of the eagerness of old.

Even with fourth gear standing in for sixth some of 
the time (blame that newfound quietness) the test drive 
showed 46mpg in a 100 horsepower version, which 
never felt underpowered.

If a tiny bit of the puppy dog spirit has gone you have 
to reckon the payback in refined progress is going to 
be welcomed by the majority of owners. And there are 
quicker, firmer ones on the way soon, don’t forget.



DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY
TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY

(Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo)

01384 454100
www.dudleymotorco.co.uk

DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY
Is delighted to announce that we

have been chosen to host

THE EXCLUSIVE VAUXHALL
VIP EVENT 2018 FROM

12 TH JANUARY - 14 TH JANUARY
This will be your chance to drive away a Brand New

or Quality Used Vauxhall with:-

• EXCLUSIVE VAUXHALL VIP BONUS GIVING YOU
ADDITIONAL SAVINGS ON TOP OF ANY
SCREEN PRICED DISCOUNT

• 5 YEARS 0% APR REPRESENTATIVE FINANCE
ON SELECTED VEHICLES

• UP TO 20% OFF SELECTED NEW CARS UNTIL 30TH JANUARY
• ALL USED CARS REDUCED

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU
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A dramatic new look inside and out
Škoda has announced pricing and 
specifications for the Kodiaq SportLine – 
the next exciting addition to the brand’s 
multi-award-winning SUV range. 

Set to deliver a sporting edge to the line-up, 
the SportLine model will be offered with six 
different engine and transmission options to 
provide customers with the broadest possible 
choice.

First unveiled at the Geneva Motor Show 
earlier this year, the SportLine model has 
been created to appeal to drivers who like 
the dynamic look of Škoda’s performance 
models, but require the practicality of a full-
size SUV with the ability to carry up to seven 
passengers.

Design
Available to order now, the new SportLine 

models are priced from £32,685 and are 
positioned between the SE L and Edition 
models in the expanded line-up. 

In keeping with other SportLine models in 
the Škoda range, the Kodiaq version features 
a full design package that includes 20-inch 
Vega Anthracite alloy wheels, deeper front 
and rear sport bumpers. 

The exterior design package is completed 
with a number of additional black details, 
including the radiator grille, roof rails, door 
mirror housings and side window trims. 

Inside, the Kodiaq SportLine gains a 
leather sports steering wheel, carbon effect 
dashboard and door inserts, along with 
Alcantara-trimmed sports bucket seats and 
door panels. 

An LED interior lighting pack, SportLine 

plaque and black trim complete the interior 
design package.

The Kodiaq SportLine is available with four 
engines; two petrol and two diesel, with power 
outputs ranging from 150PS to 190PS.  All 
four are equipped with Škoda’s acclaimed 

four-wheel drive transmission as standard, 
with DSG gearbox fitted as standard on the 
2.0 TSI 180PS and 2.0 TDI 190PS.  Both the 
1.4 TSI 150PS and 2.0 TDI 150PS engines are 
available with the choice of manual or DSG.

In terms of equipment, the SportLine models 

build on the already generously appointed 
SE L specification, and feature seven seats, 
Columbus infotainment system with 9.2” 
touchscreen display and integrated Wi-Fi, 
electrically operated boot and Drive mode 
select. 

Among the many features exclusive to 
the SportLine are a colour multifunction 
trip computer, front parking sensors and an 
electrically adjustable driver’s seat.

The first deliveries of the new Kodiaq 
SportLine are expected next month.

The latest addition to Škoda’s award-winning SUV range will deliver a sporting edge to the line-upSportLine has a choice of four engines

The car features 20-inch Vega Anthracite alloy wheels

By James Parker

Families help Volvo cars to 
create autonomous drive

Volvo is now starting to develop its 
autonomous drive cars with help 
from Swedish families who will 
test them on the public roads of 
Gothenburg.

The first two families, the Hains 
and the Simonovskis, have received 
the Volvo XC90 premium SUVs with 
which they will support the Drive Me 
project. 

Three more families will follow 
early next year, and over the next 
four years up to 100 people will be 
involved in Drive Me.

Both families will contribute 
invaluable data by allowing 
engineers at the company to monitor 

their everyday use and interaction 
with the car, as they drive to work, 
bring the kids to school or go 
shopping.

Volvo Cars plans to have a fully 
autonomous car commercially 
available by 2021, and the data 
derived from Drive Me will play a 
crucial role in the development of 
these. 

“It feels great to be a part of this 
project,” said Alex Hain, 45. “We get 
the chance to be part of developing 
technology that will one day save 
lives.”

Drive Me will involve real customers 
testing the different stages of 

driver-assisted and eventually 
fully autonomous technology. 
“Drive Me is an important research 
project for Volvo Cars,” said Henrik 
Green, senior vice president for 
the company’s R&D department. 
“We expect to learn a lot from 
engaging these families and will 
use their experiences to shape 
the developmenty, so that by 2021 
we can offer our customers a fully 
autonomous car.”

Volvo Cars continues to develop 
autonomous cars with the same care 
and thoroughness that has helped it 
establish its position as the builder of 
some of the world’s safest cars.

The Volvo XC90 the families will be testing during the Drive Me trials



FEW players can claim to have won the 
hearts of both Wolves and Albion fans, 
but few scored goals like Don Goodman.

It is 24 years since then Wolves boss Graham 
Taylor splashed out £1.1million to sign the 
striker from Sunderland, bringing him back 
to the Black Country three years after leaving 
The Hawthorns.

He had been a huge hit with the Baggies, scoring 
63 goals in 163 appearances, and while his time at 
Wolves was a little less prolific – 39 goals in 154 games 
– it built to a crescendo that saw him net an FA Cup 
quarter-final winner against Leeds in his final season.

Born in Leeds on May 9, 1966, only weeks before 
the whole nation were partying having lifted the 
World Cup, Goodman was perhaps destined to be-
come a footballer. ‘The Don’ started his career with 
Bradford City in 1984, but it was in the Black Coun-
try that the striker really made a name for himself, 
impressing Ron Saunders enough to fork out £50,000 
in March 1987.

Avoided
He made his debut against Oldham later that 

month and, a few weeks later, netted his first goal in 
a 1-1 draw with Crystal Palace.

Just seven league goals would follow in 1987/88 as 
Albion narrowly avoided relegation from the old Di-
vision Two, but 1988/89 (15) and 1989/90 (21) would 
prove to be better campaigns on a personal level.

However, Goodman’s love affair with the Baggies 
became shaky in 1991 as he made a £900,000 move to 
Sunderland. Goodman has since explained that Albi-
on’s decision to sell him was purely for the financial 
benefit of the club as they made a handsome profit on 
what they paid Bradford for him.

His three-year stay at Roker Park saw him net 42 
goals in 116 appearances, but soon after the Black 
Cats’ relegation to the third tier he was on his way 
back to the West Midlands, brought in by Taylor on 

Yorkshire lad Don has 
Black Country at heart

Walsall’s goalscorers Darren Byfield and Don celebrate winning the Nationwide League 
Division Two play off final at the Millennium Stadium, Cardiff Sunday May 27, 2001

The Don, in his West Bromwich Albion colours in a 
four-year stint during which he scored 60 goals

Wolves match winner Don celebrates after his winning goal gave Wolves FA Cup quar-
ter final victory over Leeds at Elland Road in 1998. But then Arsenal spoiled the party

SPORTING FEATURE
By Joe Masi

VILLA striker Scott Hogan has vowed to start justifying his £12million 
fee – and repay the fans who stuck by him during a difficult first year at the 
club. The 25-year-old’s goal in a 5-0 New Year’s Day win over Bristol City 
was his first in the Championship this season – and only his second since 
arriving in a big money move from Brentford last January.

Hogan hopes to use it as a platform to better things after admitting a lack 
of goals had left him low on confidence. In an honest interview, the Republic 
of Ireland international revealed how he sought the advice of friends and 
family and faced up to a few ‘home truths’ in a bid to recapture his form.

Hogan, who earned his move to Villa after blasting 15 goals for Brent-
ford in the first half of last season, thanked supporters for their continued 
support despite his struggles. “The fans have been really good, considering 
their club spent a lot of money on a striker who hasn’t scored goals,” he 
said. “I would like to just repay them and hopefully, if there are people are 
on my back, I can now start changing their opinion.”

FIFA has confirmed it is investigating claims made by Liverpool striker 
Rhian Brewster that England team-mate Morgan Gibbs-White was racially 
abused during the Under-17 World Cup final.

Brewster, aged 17, made the allegation in an interview with the Guard-
ian last week. He said he had either personally experienced racial abuse or 
witnessed it on a football pitch seven times, including five occasions in the 
last seven months.

One of the alleged incidents he referred to was aimed at Wolves mid-
fielder Gibbs-White in October’s 5-2 victory over Spain in Kolkata in which 
both Gibbs-White and Brewster scored. According to Brewster’s interview, 
Gibbs-White was called ‘a monkey’ by a Spanish player.

A FIFA spokeman said it had recently received a complaint from the 
Football Association and ‘is now analysing and gathering evidence’.

The FA is understood to have flagged up the incident at the time and 
followed that up with additional evidence in November.

THE Walsall Supporters Trust has urged fans to back a protest at Satur-
day’s game against Oxford amid frustration at how the club is being run. 

Fans are asked to stand outside the Banks’s Stadium instead of buying 
tickets, while season ticket holders are encouraged to leave in the 80th 
minute to join then join up with the other supporters outside.

Olly Beckett, who has followed Walsall for 54 years, is behind the protest. 
He said: “This protest is not about shouting abuse or hurling insults, it’s 
about saving this football club. The identity of our club is slowing being 
eroded away.”

The Walsall Supporters Trust voted seven to two in favour of backing the 
planned protest and in a statement said: “Over the last few weeks, it has 
become obvious that more and more fans have become disillusioned with 
the way they perceive the club is being run.

“We encourage all fans to join this peaceful protest to show that now is 
time for the club to affirm the ambition that we all want.”

Supporters urged to
join in club protest

FIFA to probe alleged
abuse of Gibbs-White

£12m Hogan vows
to repay fans’ faith

With his former Wolves strike partner, Steve Bull, Don took part in a 
charity golf event which was held at Shifnal Golf Club in May last year

Former Wolves manager, the late Graham Taylor with new signings 
John de Wolf and Don Goodman at Molineux in 1994

the same day as John de Wolf from Feyenoord. Part-
nering either Steve Bull or David Kelly up front, he 
helped guide Wolves to the play-offs twice in three 
seasons – falling though at the semi-final stage on 
each occasion.

But perhaps Goodman’s finest moment in a Wolves 
shirt would arrive at Elland Road on March 7, 1998, 
as he scored the only goal of the game to send Wolves 
into their first FA Cup semi-final in 17 years. Defeat 
to Arsenal stopped them going to Wembley and he 
finished his Wolves career with a flourish, netting 
three goals in his final four games.

That would not save him from Mark McGhee’s 
clear-out in the summer though and – aside from a 

brief loan stint at Barnsley – he spent three years out 
of English football at Sanfrecce Hiroshima in Japan 
and Motherwell in Scotland.

However, the Black Country came calling again in 
March 2001 – and this time it was the Saddlers.

Now aged 34, his goal record was drying up – but 
one of his three goals he scored was a vital equaliser 
in the play-off final victory over Reading that won the 
club promotion to the second tier.

He spent another year at Walsall before moving on 
to Exeter City, but the West Midlands called one last 
time – joining Stafford Rangers for a season before re-
tiring – and he is now carving out a successful career 
as television pundit with Sky Sports.

Last year, Don was one of the football luminaries at a ‘Smile for Joel’ event. Back from left, Joe Mayo, 
Ally Robertson, Matt Murray, Don, Ray Graydon, Front, from left, Darren Wrack, Joel’s brother Owen 

Richards, and mother Suzy Richards, with ex-Wolves’ Mel Eves and John Richards
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OPENING TIMES Mon - Fri 9.30 - 5pm, Sat 9.30 - 4pm
215 WALSALL RD, STONE CROSS B71 3HS

0121 588 5904 • homecomfortsx@hotmail.com
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AL T UNBELIEVABLE PRICES
FREE QUOTA IONSQUO ONS

CARPETS, BEDS, BLINDS, SOFAS
ALL AT UNBELIEVABLE PRICES
FREE QUOTATIONS

Walker jumps
at Brummies
opportunity
BIRMINGHAM have continued their 
team building for 2018 with Callum 
Walker the latest rider to be snapped up.

Walker, aged 19, joins top trio Tom 
Bacon, Mitchell Davey and Danyon 
Hume as well as exciting teen talent 
Leon Flint with two spots left to fill.

The Gloucestershire-based racer, who 
also has plenty of Grasstrack experience 
under his belt, spent two years with Mid-
land rivals Coventry Storm before join-

ing Plymouth for 2017. 
And he said he was 
eager to join Brummies 
after talks with co-pro-
moter David Mason.

“I knew I wanted an-
other change of scenery 
for this year and I was 
considering the options 
that were out there,” 
Walker said. “Birming-
ham was a club I looked 
at and when David rang 

me and told me what he’s got planned I 
jumped at the chance.”

Mason said: “When I was going 
through potential riders, Callum was 
one who went on the list from what I’ve 
found out from other people.

“I’ve had a few really strong recom-
mendations about him and the way he 
adapts himself and his attitude and de-
termination should fit in to what we’re 
trying to build at Birmingham perfectly.

“Now it’s time for him to step things 
up, enjoy his racing and if he can get that 
enjoyment out of it then he should build 
on his starting average.”

Wednesbury’s long trip proves friutful
Clee Hill 7 Wednesbury 13

WEDNESBURY faced a long journey to Clee Hill 
for their long-awaited return to action, having 
not played a game since December 2. 

The game was played in muddy conditions with 
a strong blustery wind, making it very difficult to 
play attacking rugby. With both short of match 
practice this showed in the opening minutes, par-
ticularly for Wednesbury, who fell behind after 
only five minutes with a converted try.

This was one of a few chances Clee had of 
scoring – and indeed turned out to be their only 

points. The Wednesbury defence were excellent 
throughout the remainder of the game. Con-
ditions made handling difficult and both sides 
struggled at times.

Wednesbury finally got on the scoreboard on 
the half hour they were awarded a penalty and 
Matt Dale stepped up to convert. The visitors con-
tinued to push but were held at bay.

Wednesbury started the second half by push-
ing Clee backwards without making the break-
through, until 15 minutes in. Wednesbury’s pack 
drove at the Clee defence and winger Karl Wood 

was played in to finish off a move by going over 
in the corner, Dale adding the conversion. With 
just three minutes remaining Wednesbury were 
awarded another penalty and Dale converted.

Leaders Eccleshall are next up for Wednesbury. 
Kick off on Saturday is 2.15pm.

Wednesbury 2nds had a great win beating Can-
nock 2nds 45-7 with points coming from tries by 
Josh Walker, Dougie Morgan, Jamie Beckett, 
Stan Zvidi, Hayden Hyde and two from Adam 
Avey, two conversions from Rob Dale and three 
from Adam Avey

BOSS Alan Pardew will ‘have 
words’ with his strike force to 
make sure everyone is on the 
same page when Albion are 
awarded a penalty.

The FA Cup is not the priority. But 
a comfortable 2-0 Third Round victory 
over League Two opposition may just 
kickstart Albion after a record 21-game 
winless streak.

However, Hal Robson-Kanu fluffed a tame 
spot-kick straight at the Exeter keeper – and 
Pardew said it could have proved costly.

The Wales international had stepped up, with 
Albion 2-0 to the good after Jay Rodriguez and 
Salomon Rondon – who had both scored – had in-
itially argued over who should take the spot-kick.

Pardew has warned his team they will not get 
away with errors like that in the Premier League.

Moments
“The penalty didn’t affect the game but it 

could have,” said Pardew, who tasted his first 
Baggies win. “There were a couple of moments 
that we have to make sure never happen again. 
There will be words, in the nicest possible way.”

Meanwhile, Albion have given Jake Livermore 
their ‘total support’ after revealing he confronted 
a West Ham fan over taunts about the death of 
his son. Livermore was escorted down the tunnel 
at the London Stadium after an altercation with 
some home fans. West Ham have opened an in-
vestigation into the incident and are believed to 
have identified the fan who made the comment.

Albion confirmed they had responded to an FA 
request to ‘offer their observations’ and said the 
midfielder was led away before any physical ex-
changes.

Elsewhere, Albion will target the loan mar-
ket for strikers if their valuation for skipper 
Jonny Evans is not met. Selling Evans will free 
up £70,000 a week for new additions. Liverpool 
frontman Danny Ings is top of the wanted list. 

Roynon rides again!
Popular racer back
in Heathens colours
POPULAR rider Adam Roynon is back 
with Heathens. The Cumbrian rac-
er, who broke his leg trying to win the 
league for Heathens in 2012, is the first 
name on their National Trophy roster 
for the new season.

And he admits it’s a dream move to be 
reunited with Heathens fans and bosses 
alike after his two injury-hit seasons 
with the Monmore Green side.

He said: “Their fans and their man-
agement are people who genuinely care 
about their riders. But there’s also a lot 
of expectation because of how much they 
care and as a rider it’s my duty to per-
form to the best of my ability.

“I’ve gained even more experience 
since I last rode for the club and hope-
fully I can come back in and do the job 
that is expected of me.”

Heathens have signed Roynon with 
the aim of him appearing in all eight Na-
tional Trophy fixtures and the Golden 
Hammer individual. 

Club boss Gary Patchett said: “Adam 
was delighted to come back to us, even in 
a reduced fixture list. He has unfinished 
business and wants to do well for us.”

STRIKE FORCE
PAYS PENALTY
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Hal Robson-Kanu’s penalty was hit straight at Exeter keeper Christy Pym
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Thursday, January 11, 2018ALBION’S 20 game streak has 
put them joint-second on the 
all-time list of Premier League 
winless runs in a season. They 
will take second place outright 
if they fail to beat Brighton on 
Saturday.

Only Derby County have gone 
longer without winning – a 32-
game run in 2007/08. Defeat to 

West Ham ensured the Baggies 
surpassed the 19-game winless 
run Aston Villa went on when 
they went down two seasons ago 
and have equalled Sunderland’s 
20-game run in 2002/03 that 
also ended in relegation. Sun-
derland also failed to win their 
first six games of their next 
Premier League campaign in 

2005/06, meaning their winless 
run totalled 26 game across two 
seasons. Norwich City have also 
gone 21 games without a win 
across two seasons.
Longest Premier League winless runs (sin-
gle season): Derby County – 32 games; 
WBA – 20; Sunderland 20.
Longest Premier League winless runs (mul-
tiple seasons): Derby County – 32 games; 
Sunderland – 26; Norwich City 21: WBA 20.

Baggies joint second on winless run list

The boy Don good! Player who
crossed Black Country divide
Page 39

Fighters go
head-to-head
for area title
EIGHT boxers will vie to become the 
Midlands Area Super Featherweight 
champion next month – and now they 
know who will go head-to-head.

The draw for the BCB’s Midlands 
Boxing Super Series: The Super Feath-
erweights took place before Christmas. 
The winner will take the area crown. 

The quarter finals will take place at 
Walsall Football Club on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 10. There will be four fights of six 
three-minute rounds. The semi-finals 
and final will take place later in 2018 at 
such time that current champion, Leon 
Woodstock, will have vacated his crown.

The draw brought up four intriguing 
contests with Old Hill’s Manny Zaber 
paired up against Josh Bailie of Tam-
worth, a repeat of their November clash 
which saw ‘Pac Man’ Zaber retire with 
a nasty cut.

There’s an all Birmingham clash with 
Paul Holt, who retired at Christmas, 
back in the ring to face Kane Baker.

Chasetown’s Luke Jones steps in with 
West Bromwich’s Jack Summers while 
the Jon Pegg managed duo, Tamworth’s 
Louis Fielding and Derby’s Indi Sangha 
slug it out to complete the quarter final 
stages.

Tickets are £35 general admission 
(£40 on the door) and £60 (VIP Ringside 
to include buffet and waitress service), 
and will be available from tomorrow 
(Friday) by calling 01922 651 414.

Baker’s Baeten to 
it on Lakeside bow
TIPTON’S Scott Baker was knocked 
out in the first round of his BDO World 
Championship debut after a see-saw 
battle with the seeded Andy Baetens.

Belgium’s Baetens, the 13th seed, 
came out on top 3-2 in sets after match 
that Baker constantly had to chase.

The Black Country thrower made a 
fight of it on his Lakeside bow, live on 
BT Sport, but missed four opportuni-
ties to save the match at the finish. The 
31-year-old landed three 180s and aver-
aged 85.75, with Baetens on 86.73.

Fellow Tipton thrower Jamie Hughes, 
a two-time semi-finalist, was entering 
the fray on Tuesday.  

The third seed was facing the winner 
of an earlier qualifier, between Canada’s 
David Cameraon or German open quali-
fier Michael Unterbuchner.  

Callum Walker
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We take the hard work out of recruitment - visit: www.mna-recruitment.co.uk or call 01902 319645

At MNA Recruitment, we believe
that our role doesn’t stop when
the vacancy is filled. Our expert
team can offer your business
additional services to support all
your employment needs. We provide
affordable HR services, training and
development programmes for you
and your staff.

MNA Recruitment specialise in
fixed price recruitment solutions for
businesses within the West Midlands.
Brought to you by MNA Media, the
publisher of the region’s biggest
selling newspapers Express & Star
and Shropshire Star, our expert
recruitment team have an unrivalled
knowledge of local recruitment
within the West Midlands.

We firmly believe that finding the
right candidate for your business
shouldn’t cost the earth. We’re
completely up front about our fees,
and are proud to offer affordable
recruitment solutions to suit your
budget. Our experienced team take
the time to tailor a package to find
your ideal candidate. The price we
agree with you is exactly what you
pay, no hidden fees.

As part of Britain’s largest
independent regional news
company, MNA Recruitment draw
upon a heritage of supporting local
businesses in finding the right
candidate for more than 140 years.
Today, our mix of print, digital and
agency solutions allow us to offer
the complete recruitment solution
for your business.

Whilst we pride ourselves on
offering affordable recruitment
solutions, we don’t scrimp on quality.
With access to the latest technology,
our team provide high quality
candidate screening, ensuring we
find you the ideal candidate to fill
your vacancy.

For us, customer service is a
top priority. We provide all of
our customers with a dedicated
account manager, who will tailor
a recruitment package to suit
your budget and find you quality
candidates. You will also receive
regular performance reports,
allowing you to analyse and track
candidates.
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Find your ideal candidate with MNA Recruitment
Call 01902 319645 or visit: www.mna-recruitment.co.uk
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